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Lareau Farm Kitchen 



at Lareau Farm 
AMERICAN 


(Mt, Wood fired farm to table 
cusine 

— ^ Simple to sublime 
(§)) On and off premise catering 
£] Craft beverage service 
'o 2014 dates available 


/i/* Traveling oven at the site of 

FLATBREfiD you " hOKC 

Traveling Oven 

lareaufarminn. com 
americanflatbread.com 

DOS O-09vO'O^'BO-4«vn'BO 
events@ameiicanflatbread.com | 802.496.4949 






“BEST BEER TOWN IN NEW ENCL4ND." ■ Bourn Globe 


Join us for Peak <Hi> 

CwnAxlAMAAr Spruce peak 

Experiences PERFO rming 

WINTER 2014 ARTS CENTER 


Family 


JOSHUA KANE'S 
BORDERS OF THE MIND 
THE PSYCHIC SHOW FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 7:00 P.M. 

With warmth and charm, mentalist Joshua Kane 
identifies audience members with special powers. 
Can he read yourmind? People of all ages leap 
to participate! The entire audience experiences 
simultaneous telepathy and witnesses dazzling 
feats of lie detection and what must be psychic 
phenomena Youll take home the memory of a 
lifetime! Sponsored byTD Bank 


STOWE MOUNTAIN ^^VPPP 
FILM FESTIVAL 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, FEB. 17-21, 7P.M. ■ STOH/E 


Enjoy five evenings of ski, snowboard and 
outdoor-adventure films Presented in 
collaboration with the Vermont Ski and 
Snowboard Museum. Visit our website tor 
a full list of titles 


I /MOUNMIN 

■ FILM 

■ 


CHICAGO CITY LIMITS 
IMPROV COMEDY 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 8:00 P.M. 

"Ingenious and very, very funny!" — New 
\btk Times 

New York City's longest running show 
brings their touring company to Stowe! 
Thisgroup oftketch comedy artists have 
brought their improv skills to Comedy 
Central, PBS, The Today Show, and even 
the Super Bowl and the Smithsoniaa 


Spruce Peak „ . . , _ , „ ^ 

For tickets: SprucePeakArts.org 

PERFORMING „ „ 

Arts Center Box office: 802-760-4634 


owetr/o 


Eat Your 
Heart Out 

February 14th | 4-11 

Small Plate Specials 
Not for Sharing 
Love-All 


- $4 Fernet draughts everyday 


23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont • prohibitionpig.com X^J 


TEklhED Friday'’ 

f WM IIP 1 Im February 14 th 

I Bl mm Iv 1 1 5pm to late. 
Spend the night with the one you love . . . Farmhouse’s 
heartthrob Chef Joe Chmielewski. Lovingly far 
dinner specials for a very special night. 


FARMHOUSETG.com 







OPEN FOR 

BREAKFAST! 

You're hungry for a warm breakfast, fresh squeezed 
juice, and a table by the fire. So what are you waiting 
for? Feed that appetite at the South End Kitchen. 

Walk on over, ride your bike, or just stop by - bike racks 
and parking aplenty. 

GATHER, EAT, LEARN 

M-F 7:30AM-5PM I SAT. 8AM-5PM I SUN. 8AM-3PM 

716 Pine Street, Burlington VT | 802.864.0505 


Find what you LOVE! 


"I love Danform for loving my feet as much as I do." -Lynn 
"I love the friendly staff and personalized service." -Gene 
'I love them because they have an amazing bargain basement." -Carol 


danformshoes 


DanformShoesVT.com Q © 

BURLINGTON : 864.7899 COLCHESTER : 863.2653 
SHELBURNE : 985.3483 ST ALBANS : 527.0916 


$20 GIFTCARD WITH PURCHASE 


A 

Lake Champlain 


THE LAST 
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Burlington Telecom 
Troubles Over? 


facing 

facts 







22% 





• Low Monthly Mu 
■ Other than VA tl 

No down pii vincn i 

• No Loon Limits 


SCAN THIS 
PAGE 
TO APPLY 


McHen ry " j| 

IE PROFESSIONAL] 


No Down Payment USDA Program 


You DO NOT need to be a 1st time home buy 


33 BLAIR PARK, SUITE 202 • WILLISTONYT 05495 • NMLS* 142991 

802.846.0029 I BarbMcHenryVT.com 

bmchenry@primelending.coin 


W PrimeLending 






Back by 

Popular Demand! 


T®r Mjj- 

spa mgney 


Purchase $100 worth of your 
favorite products from our 
fabulous lines and receive spa 
money to spend on services at oui 
Day Spa during March and April! 


Mirror Mirror 


Corner of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 


Locally £wned - Locally operated 
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READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 


rs Xian Chiang-Waren, Mark Davis. 

er. Kathryn Flagg, 
Alicia Freese, Paul Heintz, fell Picard 

FOOD writers Corin Hirsch. Alice Levitt 



POOR WORD CHOICE? 

Jim Lampman's work didn’t need to be 
“vindicated,” as food writer Corin Hirsch 
indicated in [Side Dishes: “South End 
Kitchen to Open This Week,” January 
21], because he hadn’t done anything 
wrong! The word you should have used 
is “validated!" Be sure you know the 
meaning of words before you use them! 


Editor's note: The reference to “sweet 
vindication” applied to Eric Lampman 
— not his dad, Jim. Read in context, the 
word works just fine. It's preceded by 
a sentence that states Eric Lampman 
used to describe his own food project as 
a mere “hobby.” Winning an award for 
it vindicated his efforts and removed 
the “hobby" stigma from them. (And 
“hobby” is a stigma, from the point of 
view of professionals in the field.) 


LONGTIME DEM 

A quick note to let your readers know that 
my race for Burlington City Council in 
Ward 4 is not my first as a Democrat [Off 
Message: “Candidates Declare for Seven 
Open Burlington City Council Seats," 
January 27; Last 7: “Republican Sunset 
on Burlington City Council?” January 
29]. When candidates for Burlington 
School Board ran with party affiliation in 


1987 and 1991, 1 ran and was elected as a 
Democrat in contested races. All together. 
Ward 4 elected me to serve for 10 years. 

In more than 25 years of public service, 
I have earned the respect of people of 
all parties, and I have a track record that 
demonstrates my respect for people of all 
parties: as a member (and chairperson) 
of the Burlington School Board, whether 
candidates ran with party affiliation or 
(for the past 20 years) without it; as gov- 
ernor Howard Dean's appointee to the 
Vermont State Board of Education (and as 
chairperson); and as a member of the city 
council-appointed Burlington Waterfront 

In all of these roles, I have worked 
effectively and respectfully with fellow 
board members, both independent and 
party-affiliated. If the voters of Ward 4 
elect me as their city councilor, I will 
commit myself to serving every Ward 4 
resident. I will bring my proven record 
of collaboration and cooperation to the 
council I will work tirelessly with every 
councilor, regardless of affiliation or in- 
dependent status, so that together we can 
accomplish great things for Ward 4 and 
for Burlington. 


IDLE LESS. FACT-CHECK MORE 

You incorrectly said that the school- 
children who lobbied successfully for 
the ban on bus idling on school grounds 







were from Richmond Middle School, 
which is actually Camels Hump Middle 
School [WTF: “Whatever Happened 
to Burlington’s Ban on Excessive Car 
Idling?" January 29], They were actu- 
ally seventh graders from Browns River 
Middle School in Underhill. 

Patty Brushett 
RICHMOND 


MORE GENDER-BENDING 

This morning, I was so overcome with 
love for “this brave little state of Vermont” 
— as my St Johnsbury Academy class- 
mate Calvin Coolidge called it, when I 
bested him during a game of whist — that 
I expressed it with an iSpy. 

I painted a series called "Personals 
Ad Portraits” based on print ads in Seven 
Days, so I’ve spent time studying your 
Personals section. I understand organiza- 
tional imperatives for making it so mad- 
deningly pink and blue. However, given 
the “progressive” bent of this place, 1 have 
to say: Get with the times, y’all! 

Living in Cambodia, I witnessed how 
normal the “third gender" is within the 
traditional cultures of Southeast Asia. 
My students brought home drawings of 
pretty lady boys mixed in with all their 
Cinderellas and trucks. In Thailand and 
Cambodia, if Cinderella happens to have 
been born with a dick, it's no big deal. 

I giggle over iSpys because “YOU: 
MAN. ME: WOMAN.” reads like cave- 
man seduction. Using “they” to describe 
trans individuals drives me nuts for 
grammatical reasons, but THEY might 
not want to check those boxes! What 
if I iSpied some babe without know- 
ing how cutie pie self-identifies? If I 
say “Hey guys!" and get yelled at (for 
feminist reasons, not someone legiti- 
mately teasing me for sounding like a 
huge dork), I might roll my eyes over 
PC overzealousness. But this is serious! 
Not everyone can be pinned down in the 
reductive butterfly case of YOU: MAN. 
ME: WOMAN. 

Darshana Bolt 

BURLINGTON 


ACLU, TOO 

[“They Didn’t Know His Name: New 
Details Emerge on Fatal Burlington 
Police Shooting,” January 22]: So Mr. 
Gilbert of Vermont’s American Civil 
Liberties Union thinks that he could 
have handled this situation better? B.S., 
Gilbert! You'd have soiled your linen and 
cried for your mama! The ACLU is the 
reason it’s nearly impossible to confine 
dangerous mental health cases for treat- 
ment — their lawsuits set the threshold 
to “after the tragedy.” In that respect, 


the ACLU has blood on its hands, and 
this is not the first time. 

JERICHO 


FAN MAIL 

I recently moved to Vermont and was 
lucky enough to pick up a copy of Seven 
Days at my local store. Reading it cover 
to cover for the last few months, I’ve 
found it to be the most informative, 
entertaining and delightful periodical I 
have ever had the pleasure of reading. 
When it needs to make me laugh, it 
does so. When it needs to inform me, it 
does so. When it needs to tell me things 
I need to know, it does so. Whiskey 
Tango Foxtrot [WTF] is amazing. The 
alternating weekly Hackie is amazing. 
The comics are intelligent and hilari- 
ous. While I'm not into movies or the 
local theater, I enjoy reading the en- 
tertainment pages with their unbiased 
opinions. 

Please change nothing in the format 
— ever. The staff at the paper has to 
be so proud of what they are doing for 
the locals here in the Burlington area, 
and I commend each and every one of 
you for your dedication and honesty in 
what you print each week. 

Erik Plane 

BURLINGTON 


GENETICALLY MODIFIED 
ALLERGIES? 

Interesting how data from 1997-2011 
show that food “allergies” have risen 
SO percent [“Sensitivity' Siege," January 
15]. 1996 is the year the USDA decided it 
was OK to genetically modify our food 
supply. Let’s not look at the root of the 
problem. Wake up, America. 

KC Clark 

ORLANDO. FLA. 
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ZIPPER ONDANT 


VERMONT 


Philip Seymnir IKCms 
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White is the 
New Red? 

Cal Blanca 2009 Toro 
Tempranillo has it all. 
Cleverly-balanced fruit, 
structure and oak provide 
serious red wine pleasure. 
$11.99 and awesome. 

The Frozen One 

Screaming deals on a 
wide variety of freezer 
products from ice cream to 
dinners. Hungry? There’s 
a frozen app for that. 

Raclette Demo 

Join us this Saturday, Feb. 8, 
for a demonstration and 
tasting of Raclette cheese, a 
great winter tradition. Two 
sessions- 12pm and 3pm. 
Come by and have a 
warm snack. 


( Cheese tirade r S 

WINE SELLERS 

1186 Williston Rd„ So. Burlington VT 05403 

( V\1 to the Alpine Shop) 

802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 

Web & Mobile site: 
www.ckeesetraders.com 


ARTISANS HAND 

Contemporary Vermont Crafts 


"the Zipper Lady" 
Come meet Stacie Mi richer 

hearts, flowers, landscape pins & earrings 

ART WALK ~ February 7, 5-7 


"wiy you do something is always 
kind of a mystery f» *ie.'' 


f^ED Square 


WED 2/5 WOEDOOOIES 7PM 
DJMASHTODON 11PM 
THU 2/6 SOMETHING WITH STRINGS 7PM 
D JAY BARON /DJCRE8 10PM 
FRI 2/7 SUNRISE SPEAKEASY 5PM 
aOSE TO NOWHERE 8PM 
DJCONYAY 9PM 
D1 CRAIG MITCHEU 11PM 
SAT 2/8 DJ RAUL 6PM 

WRTY BOURBON RIVER SHOW 7PM 
DJ REIGN ONE 11PM 
DJMASHTODON 11PM 
TUE 2/11 CRAIG MITCHELL 7PM 
WED 2/12 FUNKWAGONDUO 7PM 

life church Sfreef, Burling-fo* 
Having a party? Renf fne blue root*)/ 
inCo^redsguarevtx.otn. isi-noi 







HUGE WINTER 
CLEARANCE! 


GREAT GEAR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 

SALE ENDS FEBRUARY 11™ 


The physicians and staff of Vermont Gynecology are passionate about 
women's health, and deeply committed to providing state-of-the-art, 
personalized gynecologic care in a warm and welcoming environment. 
Your well-being is our top priority, and we are honored to partner with 
you to optimize your health. 

Welcoming new patients! Most forms of insurance accepted. 


Vermont 


££ 0 Gynecology 


THE NORTH FACE STORE 
KLMOUNTAINSHOP.COM 

210 COLLEGE STREET BURLINGTON 
877.284.3270 


THE BEST 
SELECTION 
& PRICES 


Kym Boyman, md Jane Conoliy, MD Cheryl Gibson, MD Gailyn Thomas, MD 


HELLO WORLD! 

Introducing the 
NEFCU "Explorer 
Visa Card 

The first local Visa Card 
with "smartchip" technology. 

■ Global Access 

• Enhanced Security 

■ Same Great NEFCU Rates and Rewards 


To learn more , stop by any 
branch or call 800-400-8790. 


I $15 fee is charged per card when the card is issued. 


1775 Williston Road, South Burlington, VT 

(802)735-1252 I www.VTGyn.com 
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l / \/ / uid 


Valentine’s Day is 


Get ythtr t/m/ 


SOMETHING H 


reilL 0/ WANTS 


AND THAT YOU lgT(l/t£ 


HIM TO HAVE- 



38 church street 
802.862.5126 
www.dearlucy.com 
mon-thurs 10-7, 
fn-sat 10-8, sun 11-5 



DOES YOUR FAMILY’S FOOD CONE FROM 

HERE... OR HERE? 



WITHOUT LABELING, WE DON’T KNOW. 



Paid for by the Vermont Public 
Interest Research Group on behalf of 
the VT Right to Know GMOs Coalition 
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HomeBridge 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 

REAL ESTATE 

MORTGAGE NETWORK, INC. 

IS NOW HOMEBRIDGE 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 

For 25 years, we've been 
making the home loan 
process easier, so it's time we 
simplified our name. Faster 
answers, flexible solutions, 
and a personal approach to 
home mortgages. 

Partners for the Path Ahead 



fiJ 

visit easy.homebridge.con-. LENDER 




O nly a handful of people showed 
up last Thursday to watch 
Adjutant General steve cray 
brief legislators on the Vermont 
National Guard's first annual report on 
sexual assault and harassment within its 

But one of them was a woman whose 
account of being sexually assaulted by a 
high-ranking Guard officer radically recast 
last year’s race to lead the 4,000-member 
force. Her story also prompted the legis- 
lature to pass a law mandating the report 
Cray was there to present. 

Sitting beside her state representative 
in a back row of the Statehouse hearing 
room, the woman never spoke a word. And 
though she had told a committee member 
she might be willing to shed her anonymity 
to testify about her experience, the woman 
changed her mind and slipped out of the 
room before the hearing was over. 

But even without the words, her story 
played a starring role. 

After Cray and his staff presented 
their findings, Rep. jean O'Sullivan 
(D-Burlington) briefly recounted the 
woman's experience, which Seven Days 
first reported last January. 

While training for a new job in 
December 2007, the woman was sexually 
assaulted by a senior officer, she said last 
year. Soon after, she informed then-briga- 
dier general thomas drew, who informed 
then-brigadier general Jonathan farnham. 
Neither officer took action or reported 
the incident to civilian law-enforcement 
authorities, she said. 

After a year of bullying and harass- 
ment by the perpetrator and his friends 
— all reported to Farnham, she said — the 
woman filed a formal complaint. Though 
two separate investigations supported her 
claim, she said, the perpetrator was only 
verbally reprimanded and reassigned. 

The allegations came to light last year 
as Farnham was campaigning to become 
the state's next adjutant general. But after 
a letter the woman wrote about her experi- 
ence was circulated around the Statehouse 
and obtained by Seven Days, Farnham 
withdrew from the race — and Cray was 
elected. 

When he dropped out, Farnham said in 
a statement, “While the anonymous allega- 
tions are untrue, they have proved a signifi- 
cant distraction to both the legislature and 
the Guard as they continue their important 
work on behalf of all Vermonters." 

Like Farnham, Drew said at the time 
that he was unable to specifically address 
the allegations, but he said that all such 
reports are “taken seriously.” 

At last Thursday's hearing, O’Sullivan 
asked the new adjutant general whether 
such a scenario could happen again. 


“I think the most important thing we 
have done as an organization is to increase 
the education and awareness to the entire 
organization that if this happens, where to 
go," Cray said. “I would say that perhaps 
in that situation the member didn't really 
know where to turn to and just thought 
that this was the right thing to do. But 
now I think the organization understands 
where to go and how the process works.” 

O’Sullivan, who sponsored the legisla- 
tion mandating the annual assault and 
harassment report, appeared pleased. 

“I am so impressed and so delighted 
with this report," she told Cray, adding 
later, “It’s a sea change, is the only way to 
describe this.” 

The woman at the center of it all agreed. 
Reached by phone several days after the 
hearing, she applauded the legislature and 
military leadership for working to change 
the culture at the Guard. Critical to that, 
she said, is yearly public reporting. 

YOU CAN'T CHANGE 
A CULTURE OVERNIGHT. 

ADJ. GEN. STEVE CRAY 

“It gives structure, context and ac- 
countability,” she said. “Without that 
kind of context, you didn’t know if 20 
[incidents] came in a year or zero came in 
a year. There was zero transparency there. 
This gives full transparency." 

“The military counts things," O'Sullivan 
said after the hearing. “If you have to make 
a report, it then becomes real. You can't 
sweep a report under the rug." 

This year’s count found that six sexual 
assaults were reported in fiscal year 2013, 
along with three instances of sexual ha- 
rassment. Of the six reported assaults, 
two victims chose not to file a formal com- 
plaint; the other four cases were investi- 
gated by civilian law-enforcement officials, 
the Guard or both. 

“One instance is too many,” Cray said 
after the hearing. But, he added, by being 
“willing to talk about the issue,” provid- 
ing support for victims and educating all 
Guard members about the reporting pro- 
cess, his organization is moving forward. 

“You can't change a culture overnight," 
he said. 

O’Sullivan, who drafted her mandatory 
reporting legislation even before last year’s 
allegations came to light, says she believed 
the anonymous letter "helped tremen- 
dously” to turn the bill into law. 

“The brouhaha that letter created fo- 
cused the issue. Not only did we pass the 
bill, but the adjutant got enough support 
from the legislature to say, ‘We have to 


change,”’ O’Sullivan said. “I think there 
would have been a very different outcome 
had the election gone differently and had 
we not gotten the letter.” 

To the woman who sent the letter, 
Thursday’s hearing was a fitting resolution 
to her long ordeal. 

“It was cathartic and it gave some clo- 
sure," she said. “I do believe that if some- 
thing like that happened again, it would be 
handled differently.” 

Lucky Dems 

Can you guess which Vermonter runs one 
of the biggest super PACs in the country? 

I’ll give you a hint: It ain't lenore 

BROUGHTON. 

According to Roll Call's Political Money 
Line, the top single donor last year to an 
independent expenditure political action 
committee — aka “super PAC” — was the 
Democratic Governors Association. The 
DGA contributed $7.3 million to its own 
super PAC, called DGA Action, which 
then spent most of that cash electing terry 
mcauuffe governor of Virginia. 

At the helm of both organizations: DGA 
chairman and Vermont Gov. peter shumlin. 

Last week, the DGA announced that it 
raised $28 million in 2013, “across all of its 
entities." The organization didn’t elaborate 
on the nature of its “entities," but filings 
with the Internal Revenue Service show 
that the group’s nonprofit advocacy arm 
raised nearly $26 million last year. 

In the past six months, the DGA col- 
lected dozens of six-figure contributions 
from a potpourri of special interests — 
chief among them labor unions and the 
pharmaceutical, insurance, telecom and 
tech industries. 

Its biggest donors? The American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees ($325,000), Aetna ($300,000), 
Pfizer ($250,000), hedge funders paul 
TUDOR JONES and THOMAS STEYER ($250,000 
apiece), and the UA Political Education 
Committee, which represents plumbers 
and pipefitters ($250,000). 

While most of the DGA’s big-dollar 
donors hail from far beyond the Green 
Mountains, some of them do business in — 
and with — the state of Vermont. 

For instance, Virginia-based CGI 
Technologies and Solutions, which was 
awarded an $84 million contract to build 
Vermont's ill-fated health insurance ex- 
change, contributed $110,000 to the DGA 
in 2013 — including four separate dona- 
tions in December. 

In January, the federal government 
canceled its own contract with CGI, citing 
the company's bungled rollout of its online 
insurance portal, but the Shumlin adminis- 
tration opted to stick with CGI. 

Corrections Corporation of America, 


GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


which houses 500 Vermont prisoners in 
Kentucky and Arizona, donated $150,000 
to the DGA in 2013. That same year, the 
state signed a two-year contract extension 
with CCA, worth up to $34 million. 

Ponying up $10,000 to the DGA last 
year was AllEarth Renewables CEO 

DAVID BLITTERSDORF, who has 

invested tens of thousands of 
dollars in Shumlin’s political 
career. 

A month before his 
October 24 donation, Blittersdorf was 
invited to address four Democratic gov- 
ernors and a host of DGA contributors at 
the organization’s “chair’s retreat," which 
was held at the Equinox Resort and Spa in 
Manchester. 

Also in September, Shumlin announced 
that AllEarth would supply solar trackers 
to power state buildings. Bids for the proj- 
ect had been submitted to the state two 
years prior, and the contract was signed in 
October 2012. 

What role, if any, did Shumlin play in 
soliciting DGA contributions from those 
who do business with Vermont? We asked 
his administration staffers, but they re- 
ferred all our questions to DGA spokesman 
danny kanner. He ignored several requests 
for comment, as he has nearly every re- 
quest since Seven Days covered the DGA's 
Manchester retreat in October. 

Just about the only scrap of informa- 
tion we could get out of the Shumlin ad- 
ministration this week was that the DGA 
will foot the bill for the gov’s trip to Las 
Vegas on Wednesday and Thursday to ad- 
dress the National Association of Home 
Builders' annual meeting. (They donated 
$10,000 to the DGA last year.) 

“The DGA ... wanted some of the 
governor’s time while he is out there and 
so we asked the DGA to pay for his trip,” 
spokesman scott coriell said in an emailed 
response. 

Asked whether Shumlin would be taking 
part in any fundraisers in Vegas, Coriell 
said, ‘T don't have any information for you 
on fundraising — you could ask the DGA.” 

Paging Danny Kanner! 

Of course, there’s nobody to ask 
whether he’ll be raising any money in 
Sin City for his own reelection campaign. 
Though he told Seven Days last November 
he's planning to run again and confirmed 
he hired a fundraising consultant last 
month, Shumlin has yet to identify a cam- 
paign spokesperson. And nobody on his 
staff will discuss his reelection bid. 

“Any governor campaign fundraising 
would be reflected in his public filings 
later this year, of course,” Coriell said. 

But those aren’t due ’til July. 

Until then, it seems, our questions will 
remain unanswered. 

Smoke-Filled Room? 

When newly minted senator michael 
sirotkin is sworn in next week, he’s not 
likely to keep the choice committee as- 
signments held by his late wife, sally fox, 
whom he's replacing. 


POLITICS 


Instead, the Senate’s three-member 
“Committee on Committees” is consid- 
ering putting other lawmakers where 
Fox once sat: on the Appropriations and 
Health and Welfare committees. 

But if you figured the Committee on 
Committee’s meetings were open to the 
public — like, well, every other 
committee — you’d be wrong. 
When Seven Days hap- 
pened upon its three mem- 
bers — Lt. Gov PHIL SCOTT, 
Senate President Pro Tem john Campbell 
(D-Windsor) and Sen. dick mazza 
(D-Grand Isle) — convening to discuss the 
matter last Thursday in Scott's Statehouse 
office, Campbell declared, “It’s not a 
public meeting.” 

“My understanding,” he elaborated, “is 
it’s a private, deliberative meeting of one 
of the committees of the Senate and there- 
fore, you know, not open to the public.’’ 

“So committees can just close the doors 
when they’re deliberating?” Seven Days 

“I believe this one, yeah,” Campbell 
said. “My opinion is that." 

Asked for his opinion, Scott said he 
agreed. 

“I view it sometimes as almost a person- 
nel matter," the LG said. “If we have it open 
to, like, the full Senate, then we have a lot of 
different opinions about who goes where." 

With that, the three men closed Scott’s 
door and got on with their meeting. 

Shortly thereafter, they summoned 
Senate Secretary john bloomer and the 
legislature’s chief counsel, luke martland, 
to Scott’s office to discuss the closed-door 
policy with the committee members. 
Behind closed doors. 

Armed with fresh legal advice, Campbell 
refined his explanation later that afternoon 
in an interview on the Senate floor, after the 
body had adjourned for the day. 

“The General Assembly does not come 
under the open meetings laws that have 
been established," Campbell explained. 

OK, but what about Senate Rule 96, 
which provides that committees may go 
into executive session only to discuss 
gubernatorial appointments, legal issues 
and “matters constituting a clear and im- 
minent peril to the public safety?" 

Said Bloomer, “This, in my opinion, 
doesn't apply because these are stand- 
ing committees. The Committee on 
Committees has no function to take 
evidence." 

Added Campbell, “The Committee on 
Committees is totally different. It’s kind of 
a misnomer using that name, ‘committee.’” 

The Committee on Committees isn’t a 
committee, eh? 

Makes you wonder what the framers 
of the Vermont Constitution would think 
about that. You know, the ones who wrote, 
“The doors of the House in which the 
General Assembly of this Commonwealth 
shall sit, shall be open for the admission of 
all persons who behave decently, except 
only when the welfare of the State may 
require them to be shut" © 
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local matters 


Disharmony on Prospect Street: A Dispute 
Between Neighbors Strikes a Sour Note 


A dam Buchwald is a luthier. He 
makes mandolins and guitars 
for a living in his garage on 
Burlington’s South Prospect 
Street. For the most part, his neighbors 
say they have no problem with the 
craftsman living and working nearby. 
But one — Barbara Headrick, who re- 
sides next door — has invested untold 
hours and resources in an attempt to 
shut him down. 

Buchwald’s goal is to be able to make 
instruments in his own home. Instead, 
he’s involved in a protracted legal dis- 
pute that began a year and a half ago in 
city hall and has now made its way into 
the courts. A request for the case file at 
Burlington City Hall yields a hefty stack 
of documents, including correspon- 
dence dating back to July 2012. 

By now, anyone in Vermont hoping 
to erect a wind turbine, build a Walmart 
or open a methadone clinic knows to 
expect governmental hurdles and not- 
in-my-backyard opposition. But smaller 
disputes inspire no less passion — and 
can take just as long to resolve. 

"What’s so frustrating is that one 
person can drag something like this on 
forever and ever, and it could actually get 
to the Vermont Supreme Court and by 
law they have to take the case — and that 
just boggles my mind,” Buchwald said. 

Headrick counters that the noise 
from Buchwald’s power tools shatters 
her solitude, and his shop threatens 
to pave the way for more disruption as 
home-based businesses invade residen- 
tial neighborhoods. 

“Simply stated, a growing commercial 
woodworking business does not belong 
in a low-density residential neighbor- 
hood,” she wrote in a statement to Seven 
Days. Headrick declined requests to be 
interviewed for this story in person or 

This imbroglio has ensnared city offi- 
cials, lawyers and neighbors. Last month, 
it landed in the environmental division 
of Vermont Superior Court, where the 
city plans to defend its decision to let 
Buchwald work where he lives. 

David White, Burlington’s director of 
planning and zoning, said that the case 
has "certainly taken a lot of time and 
effort on the part of the city.” 

Burlington Development Review 
Board chair Austin Hart concurred, 
“I think that it is fair to say that this 



particular home occupation application 
was particularly contentious. People 
do, however, get emotional about their 
homes.” 


The workshop still looks like an ordi- 
nary garage from the outside; that was a 
requirement of his permit. Inside, chis- 
els and clamps adorn the walls; scraps of 
Sitka spruce and coils of maple binding 
have accumulated in the corners. 

And then, positioned throughout 
the garage, there are the power tools: 
router, disk sander, spindle Sander, band 
saw. table saw — the tools of Buchwald’s 
trade are the tar- 
gets of Headrick’s 

"This table saw 
I hear all the time. 
I have tried to sit 

and read a book 
and I can’t because 
I hear this saw 
is going. I’ve had 
friends in my sun- 

even sit in there 
and enjoy it be- 
cause we hear the 
power tools and equipment being used,” 
Headrick told the DRB at the second of 
two hearings held on the subject. “I’ve 
even got up and closed the windows and 
I can still hear this stuff.” 

Headrick and her husband bought 
their green-shuttered colonial in 2004, 
according to Burlington property re- 
cords. She estimates that she hears the 
noise for between one and eight hours 
every day of the workweek. 

Buchwald disputes her claim of 


extended power tool use, saying that he 
uses handheld tools for 90 percent of his 
work. He adds that since he insulated his 
garage with blown-in foam and the win- 
dows don’t open, it's unlikely Headrick 
hears anything at all. 

To make his point, he flicks on his 
table saw, which makes a low gurgling 
sound like a sink's garbage disposal. 

“You’re telling me that she can hear 
this in her house?” 

Headrick rejected a request to visit 
her sunroom so a reporter could listen 
to the noise she describes. As an al- 
ternative, she suggested a visit to the 
Buchwalds’ kitchen, which she said 
is roughly the same distance from the 
garage as her house. 

One day last week, a reporter did just 
that. Inside his workshop, Buchwald 
revved up several tools, including what 
he said was the loudest combination of 
equipment: a dust collector and a band 
saw. Listening from inside the kitchen, 
the reporter heard: nothing. 

Strings Attached 

The feud between Buchwald and 
Headrick began in July 2012, before 
Adam and Sarah Buchwald had even 
closed on their house. After learning of 
Buchwald’s plans to build and repair 
stringed instruments in his garage, 
Headrick emailed zoning officials with 
a long list of concerns. By early August, 
she had spent $500 to appeal Buchwald’s 
permit, according to emails between 
Headrick and zoning officials on file at 
city hall. 

The first hearing before the DRB took 
place September 4, 2012. A video re- 
cording of the session shows Buchwald 
providing a matter-of-fact description of 
the work he would do inside his garage, 
indicating it was not likely to disturb 
neighbors. 

Headrick came with a lawyer and a 
thorough knowledge of city' ordinances. 
She had also read up on guitar making 
— at one point, she listed typical voltage 
levels for the power tools commonly 
used by luthiers. 

Her attorney, John Gravel, alleged 
that Adam Buchwald was running afoul 
of the zoning ordinance in numerous 
ways. “It is a leap of faith to say that 
those sounds won’t emanate,” he told the 
board. He also warned that the luthier’s 
work put Headrick’s house at risk of fire. 


Debating the Decibels 

Adam Buchwald looks the part of a 
banjo-playing dad back in Vermont after 
a stint playing music in Brooklyn: plaid 


WIT S SO FRUSTRATING 
IS THATONE PERSON CAN 
DRAG SOMETHING LIKE THIS 
ON FOREVER ANDEVER, AND 
IT GOULD ACTUALLY GET TD THE 
VERMONT SUPREME COURT. 

ADAM BUCHWALD 

in 2012 — but at least one Queen City 
citizen has never accepted the decision. 

Sitting on a stool in his 360-square- 
foot garage-turned-woodshop, Buchwald 
ticks off the long list of Headrick’s com- 
plaints and demands, ranging from her 
critique of his design for new garage 
doors to a request that he use power 
tools for no more than 20 minutes at a 
time. He says Headrick went so far as to 
photograph him as he poured the con- 
crete for his garage floor. 


beard. 

The stately 

colonial house he 
and his wife pur- 
chased between 
Maple and Cliff 
streets is located in 
a “residential, low- 
density” zoning 
district, which 
means he had to 

permit from the 
DRB to work out 
of his home. 

He got it — back 



GOT A NEWS TIP? NEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



After considering those objections, 
the DRB approved Buchwald's permit 
application on September 13, noting that 
his plans were “low key in nature and 
will result in no adverse impacts on the 
character of the area.” In the “Findings 
of Fact" filed at city hall, the board 
spelled out why the application met 
each condition that applies to this type 
of zoning permit. Standard conditions 
required, among other things, that there 
be no exterior evidence of the shop, no 
noise that would bother neighbors and 
no more than one additional vehicle on 
the premises. 

The board did, however, ask 
Buchwald to submit a list of his tools to 
the fire marshal for review. 

Headrick appealed the decision to 
the DRB without success. The following 
summer, she alerted a code enforce- 
ment official to two alleged violations: 
She said Buchwald had been using his 
entire garage to build his guitars, de- 
spite having told the DRB that he would 
only need half of it. And customers had 
started coming to his house, which also 
hadn't been stipulated in his application. 

After a visit from city regulators, 
Buchwald found himself in front of the 
DRB again, this time seeking permission 
to change his permit to allow customers 
to come to the premises and to enable 
him to use the entire garage for his work. 
Buchwald said he didn’t realize he had 
transgressed the bounds of his permit. 

Board members granted Buchwald’s 
request for an expanded permit. A cus- 
tomer car in his driveway would not sig- 
nificantly increase neighborhood traffic, 
the DRB ruled, and usingthe entire garage 
would be fine. The zoning ordinance 
states that a home occupation can take 
up no more than 35 percent of a dwelling; 
Buchwald’s garage represents 9 percent 


of his home at 292 South Prospect. 

Headrick is challenging that decision 
in Superior Court, with an initial confer- 
ence scheduled for February 24. She’s 
asking a judge to consider a number 
of objections in addition to the noise 
levels. Her main concerns, outlined in 
a “Statement of Questions” submitted 
to the court, are increased traffic from 
customers, which she says disturbs her 
privacy, and the workshop’s impact on 
the character of the neighborhood. 

“Part of the price we paid for our 
homes was to be able to enjoy this par- 
ticular quality of life, a quality which the 
Burlington Zoning Ordinance was de- 
signed, in part, to preserve,” she stated in 
an email to Se\’en Days. The Headricks 
paid $395,200 for their South Prospect 
Street home in 2004. Eight years later, 
the Buchwalds paid almost twice that 

— $766,000 — for the place next door. 

Selective Hearing? 

In a neighborhood with generally spa- 
cious lawns, Headrick lives closer to 
the Buchwalds than other neighbors 

— within 35 feet, according to her mea- 
surements — and she is the only one to 
have sought official recourse through 
the DRB. 

But she’s not alone in voicing con- 
cerns that Buchwald’s workshop could 
open the floodgates to more home-based 
businesses and alter the character of the 
neighborhood. Eighteen people signed a 
petition she circulated before Buchwald 
moved in, opposing the approval of a 
“commercial woodworking business” in 
their midst. 

At least some opinions may have 
shifted in Buchwald’s favor now that 
he’s moved in and begun work. None of 
a random sampling of nearby residents 
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V ermont's maple syrup indus- 
try may be rich in tradition, 
but that hasn’t stopped its pro- 
ducers from embracing new 
technologies. Sap buckets have given 
way to plastic tubing, four-wheelers 
have replaced horse-drawn sleighs, and 
many modem sugar “shacks” are, in fact, 
studies in the utility of expensive, high- 
tech equipment. 

But one thing has remained the same: 
As their forbearers did for centuries, 
sugar makers rely on the forest — and 
stately stands of mature maple trees — to 
produce their liquid gold. 


see new potential for the shrubby sap- 
lings on marginal fields or forestland. 
Perkins said he’s been approached by a 
few who’ve told him, “‘I want to do this 
now. How do I get started?”' 

“Really, the answer is, “You can’t,'” 
says the researcher. That’s because the 
equipment used in UVM’s studies isn't 
yet commercially available and won’t be 
for at least two years. 

It’s a sweet dream — that will soon be 

Perkins and van den Berg made the 
discovery while studying the movement 
of sap in maple trees. The aim was to 



Now that too might change. 

New research out of the University 
of Vermont's Proctor Maple Research 
Center suggests that sugar makers could 
instead harvest maple sap — which gets 
boiled down into syrup — from densely 
planted fields of young maple saplings. 

“It’s essentially taking what is now a 
near-wild crop” — rooted in the forests 
— “and turning it into an orchard,” says 
Proctor director Tim Perkins. Together 
with research assistant professor Abby 
van den Berg, Perkins made the discov- 
ery that’s now rocking the maple world. 

The Vermont researchers estimate 
that one acre planted under the new 
“plantation" method could yield more 
than 400 gallons of syrup — 10 times what 
a traditional, mature sugar bush yields. 

That is piquing the interest of sugar 
makers — some who imagine planting 
maples like row crops and others who 


improve its collection through differ- 
ent tubing techniques. As part of the 
research, they removed the crowns from 
some small saplings and jerry-rigged 
a tap that covered the exposed trunks. 
Under vacuum pressure, the saplings 
yielded a surprising amount of sap. 

Most importantly: It was sweet. “I 
have not tried syrup made from this, but 
physiologically there is basically no dif- 
ference in the sap that is going to be col- 
lected from these little guys than mature 
trees,” says van den Berg. 

The “plantation method” would ne- 
cessitate keeping maples perpetually im- 
mature. The saplings would re-sprout in 
the spring, only to be shorn again almost a 
year later, before the next sugaring season. 

Perkins and van den Berg don't envi- 
sion the new method replacing the cur- 
rent system —just augmenting it. Perkins 
says somewhere in the neighborhood 


of 75 to 80 percent of the best sugaring 
land in Vermont is already being tapped, 
which limits future production. Planting 
maple “orchards” would let sugar 
makers grow without having to buy new 
land or tap marginal forests. 

The saplings could also potentially 
offset, to some degree, the threat of 
climate change to Vermont's maple in- 
dustry. The saplings still require a cycle 
of freezing and thawing to yield sap. But 
smaller trees are more sensitive to slight 
changes in temperature, so they could 
potentially produce sap in less dramatic 
freeze-thaw conditions. 

Meanwhile, researchers at both UVM 
and Cornell University continue to look 
for maple trees with superior genetics — 
specifically, those that naturally produce 
sweeter sap. Higher sugar content in the 
sap means more syrup per tree. 

If that happens, there’s a good chance 
the economics of plantation-style sugar- 
ing could turn out to be more favorable 
than the existing method. Right now 
they are roughly equivalent, according 
to van den Berg. 

That’s precisely what worries Laura 
Sorkin, who together with her husband, 
Eric, owns a large organic sugar making 
operation in Cambridge and Underhill. 
Sorkin wrote about the maple break- 
through for the publication Modem 
Farmer, expressing deep ambivalence 
about what the new research could 
mean for the industry. 

“The implications are enormous,” 
says Sorkin, “and if it really does come to 
pass, then I think the traditional method 
of collecting maple syrup is going to 

Of course, “traditional” is relative. 
Few commercial sugar makers today still 
use the iconic galvanized buckets to col- 
lect sap. Most rely on a network of tubes 
that snake through the forests. Those, in 
turn, are hooked up to vacuums, which 
increase sap yield by 50 to 200 percent. 
Back in the sugarhouse, syrup produc- 
ers run sap through high-tech reverse 
osmosis machines to remove as much 
as 85 percent of the water from the sap, 
reducing the boiling time required to 
distill sap into syrup. 

More changes might be on the ho- 
rizon. Sam Cutting IV, the president at 
Dakin Farm in Ferrisburgh, says some 
producers are going after voluntary 
certifications and inspections to meet 






modern food safety standards. He pre- 
dicts that packers, such as Dakin, will 
start asking that of producers in the 
coming years. “We do have to change 
with the times," says Cutting. 

The Sorkins, and most other com- 
mercial sugar makers in Vermont, 
have embraced the new technology. 
“Innovation is a good thing,” says Sorkin. 
New methods make sugaring easier and 
more profitable; they’ve elevated sugar- 
ing from a part-time pastime to a viable 
livelihood for many producers. 

But Sorkin says the new research is 
“bigger than buckets to tubes.” While 
other advancements have tweaked opera- 
tions in the woods or the sugarhouse, this 
is different. The forest itself is threatened. 

“To me it comes down to this,” says 
Sorkin. Aside from fishing, she says, sug- 

THIS IS THE LAST WILD-CRAFTED 
CHOP THAT IS C0MMERGIA1LY DONE 
IN NORTH AMERICA. ASIDE FROM 
FISHING ... FOR THATTD DIS- 
APPEAR IS JUST REALLY SAD. 

LAURA SORKIN 

aring is “the last wildcrafted crop that is 
commercially done in North America ... 
For that to disappear is just really sad.” 

It’s not tradition that worries 
Cutting; it's dollars and cents. He says 
the industry needs to make sure there's 
enough demand for maple syrup before 
it dramatically ramps up production. 
Last year was a record-breaking year for 
the crop in Vermont; 1.3 million gallons. 
The number of producers is still grow- 
ing at a rapid clip. Cutting mentions a 
Canadian outfit putting in 200,000 taps 
near Morrisville. Another big operation 
is going live in Killington. 

“There’s a lot of people adding 
20,000 taps, 40,000 taps,” says Cutting 
— “just huge numbers. The industry is 
already growing by leaps and bounds.” 
Underlying his concern is a simple fact: 
The high cost of maple syrup — which 
is generally between $40 and $50 per 
gallon — depends on demand for the 
sweet stuff exceeding supply. ® 


Sour Note «ms 

— including one of the petition signa- 
tories and another neighbor who ini- 
tially had concerns — said they would 
characterize Adam's shop as “com- 
mercial." Two neighbors, who didn’t 
want their names published, said they 
thought Buchwald’s shop created a 
dangerous precedent, but they also 
said they hadn’t seen any evidence of 
it disrupting the neighborhood. 

Ben Rinehart, who lives at 393 
South Prospect, said: “I feel like the 
plaintiff is really trying to develop a 
case that Adam is running a commer- 
cial-scale music company out of his 
home, and I think that is really mis- 
representing the situation. He builds 
a handful of guitars a year, by hand, 
using power tools occasionally." 

Rinehart said the affair has taken 
an emotional and financial toll on 
his neighbor. “I really sympathize 
with him because he is operating on 
a pretty thin budget, and this is just 
a big distraction from his work and 
starting to be a big cost.” 

Tim and Jan Stickle, who are 
the next closest neighbors to both 
Headrick and Buchwald, said her 
complaints confound them. “The 
thing that I find so puzzling is that 
she repeats this notion that it’s a com- 
mercial workshop," Tim Stickle said. 
Added Jan Stickle: “We are truly not 
aware of any noise.” 

The couple is equally surprised they 
haven't been targeted. Their home, for 
instance, has generated noise — but no 
complaints from Headrick. 

“I like to paint, and during the 
summer I’ll have the windows open, 
and I have put on Led Zeppelin on oc- 
casion, and she’s never said anything,” 
Jan Stickle said. 

For Buchwald, the situation is 
awash in irony. His house is near 
UVM, his alma mater and a place 
where students make plenty of noise. 
“There are frat houses all over. People 
are drunk every night, throwing beer 
bottles on your lawn,” Buchwald said. 
Other neighbors confirm that drunk 
and screaming college kids are a 
regular feature of life there, and some 
have raised complaints, along with 
Headrick, about the noise and traf- 
fic volume generated by UVM buses 
negotiating South Prospect. 

Buchwald said it strikes him as 
strange that he made it through col- 
lege without getting a noise violation 


— only to become a target after re- 
turning to Burlington as a married 
father of two with a stable livelihood. 

“It’s just absurd that this can even 
go on,” Buchwald said. “If the city was 
upset with what I’m doing, and they 
said, 'You’re not really allowed to do 
this,’ I could understand why this is 
going on, but it doesn’t make sense to 
them, either.” 

Good for the ’Hood? 

Only a tiny percentage of complaints 
to city zoning officials make their way 
beyond the administrative process 
and into Vermont Superior Court. 
During fiscal year 2013, four of the 
1,320 decisions made by the DRB 
ended up on the court docket. 

Although this one has been more 
dramatic than most, it’s not anoma- 
lous, according to White, who notes 
that people get very invested “in 
making sure their neighborhood stays 
peaceful and quiet and private.” 

That’s exactly how Headrick 
has cast her efforts — as a fight to 
preserve the peace — but from Tim 
Stickle’s point of view, “that’s doing 
more damage to the atmosphere of 
the neighborhood.” 

Buchwald said he and his wife, 
Sarah, are at their wits’ end; they’ve 
even considered moving. “This has 
taken up hours and hours. I have a 
family, a job, a business, and she just 
doesn’t stop.” 

Headrick blames Buchwald for 
their protracted battle. In her state- 
ment, she wrote: “Instead of trying 
to create harmony with the adjacent 
neighbor, the applicant's multiple 
misrepresentations to the city, viola- 
tions of his permit, and disrespectful 
words and actions are the root cause 
of this conflict.” 

The bigger picture? “The stan- 
dards for a home occupation require 
the DRB to determine that the home 
occupation will have no or little 
impact on the neighborhood,” said 
DRB chair Hart. “Tension is increas- 
ing because residential neighbor- 
hoods are subject to other pressures, 
such as growth, greater density and 
student housing. This tension will 
likely increase since the new econ- 
omy is making it easier for people to 
work from their homes.” ® 

Contact: alicia@sevendaysvt.com 
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local matters 


At the Junction of State and Federal Law, 

1-91 Checkpoint Becomes Site of Legal Collision 


5 

2 


Vermont courts tell the story of how 
Border Patrol agent Brett Overton 
pulled over Rennis’ southbound 2004 
Toyota Corolla shortly before 7 a.m. on 
November 9, 2007. 

As he did with every vehicle, Overton 
asked the driver about his citizenship. 
Rennis told him he was a U.S. citizen, later 
clarifying that he was born in Jamaica but, 
as of seven months before, had permanent 
legal residence in the United States. 

That would ordinarily be the end of 
the generally brief interaction between 
an agent and a motorist at the Hartford 
checkpoint. But Overton said later he 
smelled burnt marijuana in the car and 
asked Rennis if he had been smoking it. 
Rennis said, "No." 

Suspicious, Overton ordered Rennis 
to pull to the side, where an agent with 
a drug-sniffing dog awaited. The dog 
walked around the car but did not indi- 
cate any drugs were present. Rennis got 
out of the car — it is unclear if he was 
ordered, or did so voluntarily — and the 
dog still did not react. 

Not that long after, Rennis conceded 
to the agent that he had indeed smoked 
marijuana in the car. Overton asked 
Rennis if he could search the car, and the 
driver agreed. Inside the trunk, Overton 
found a backpack. He asked Rennis to 
open it. Inside were two freezer bags 
filled with marijuana. 

Agents on scene contacted federal 
prosecutors, who declined to charge 
Rennis — a decision court documents fail 
to explain. So the agents called Vermont 
State Police. Four days later, state pros- 
ecutors levied a felony drug possession 
charge against Rennis. 

It was not his first. Rennis has previ- 
ously been convicted of possession of 
marijuana in Virginia and possession 
with intent to distribute marijuana in 
Massachusetts. 

In the weeks that followed, defense 
lawyers for Rennis focused on the ex- 
panded search-and-seizure procedures 
officers employed in an effort to get 
the evidence — the bags of marijuana 
— thrown out. Their argument: The 
internal checkpoint, while “ostensibly" 
to protect the country from aliens, ter- 
rorists and weapons of mass destruction, 
was in reality built for “general crime de- 
terrence,” which they claimed is illegal. 

Their argument persuaded a Vermont 
judge — but only to a point. 



U .S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy, the local 
chapter of the 
American Civil 
Liberties Union and highway- 4 

driving Vermonters shared Z* 

a victory last week. The 
Department of Homeland 
Security has dropped plans to 
operate a permanent “internal 
checkpoint" in Vermont. 

The Border Patrol claims 
a right to stop and search 
travelers without reasonable 
suspicion or a warrant within 
100 miles of an international 
border. More than 90 percent 
of Vermonters live within that 

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy has 
long questioned the depart- 
ment’s habit of commandeer- 
ing a rest stop off Interstate 91 
in Hartford — 97 miles south 
of the Canadian border — 
where federal officers have the 
authority to inquire about des- 
tination and nationality and 
detain motorists for additional 
questioning. The senator even 
launched a formal inquiry. 

Concern about the pos- 
sibility of a permanent check- 
point was heightened last year when the 
Vermont chapter of the ACLU released 
documents showing that DHS had 
conducted detailed studies of dozens of 
locations in Vermont for potential sites. 
Privacy advocates warned the temporary 
one in Hartford had already infringed 
on the rights of innocent people, while 
turning up nothing more than minor 
drug infractions in the name of national 
security. 

“The wide latitude in current law 
for setting up checkpoints far from our 
borders has led to maximum hassles 
of law-abiding local residents, with 
minimal value to border enforcement," 
Leahy said recently. “This is an intrusive 
practice for local residents, subjecting 
Vermonters to needless and pointless 
delays and questioning. It simply is not 
a productive use of border enforcement 
dollars.” 

Last week, DHS changed its tune 
— sort of. In response to Leahy’s inquiry, 
it informed his office in a letter that it 
had “completed a thorough review and 


EbHH 


decision, the Vermont Supreme 
Court ruled on his long search- 


re saga. 


In upholding Rennis’ con- 
viction for transporting two 
pounds of marijuana in his car, 
the state’s highest court found 
that Vermont police officers 
acting alone may have lacked 
the authority to conduct the 
search — because they would 
not have had probable cause to 
stop him in the first place. 

But because the search 
was initiated after federal 


analysis of operations at the 1-91 tempo- 
rary checkpoint and does not have any 
plans to construct a permanent check- 
point in Vermont.” 

But it wasn’t a total surrender. 
Sporadic checkpoint operations may 
continue. 

“A key objective of the Border Patrol’s 
strategic plan is to identify risk as threats 
along the border continue to evolve,” the 
agency wrote. “Checkpoint operations 
on the Northern Border serve an impor- 
tant function as part of that strategy to 
deter and prevent the unimpeded ex- 
ploitation of U.S. roadways by those who 
take part in illicit cross-border activity.” 

‘Nothing More than 
Marijuana’ 

The change comes too late for Dorren 
Rennis, a 48-year-old Massachusetts 
resident who faces criminal charges and a 
threat of deportation to his native Jamaica 
as a result of being stopped in Hartford six 
and a half years ago. Just a week before 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 


nr in 

VERMONT. BUT THAT 
DOESN’T HELP 


agents stopped Rennis’ car — along with 
every other vehicle traveling south on 
Interstate 91 at the Hartford checkpoint 
that day — the justices affirmed a lower 
court ruling that the federal govern- 
ment’s need to secure American borders 
trumps Vermont privacy protections. 
Thus, the drugs confiscated from a back- 
pack stashed in Rennis’ trunk could be 
used as evidence against him. 

For civil libertarians, the January 
17 ruling provided a fresh reminder of 
the threat they say is posed by internal 
checkpoints. 

“That gives federal officers greater 
authority to operate in our state than 
others. It’s the genesis of this case. This 
could not have happened in Nebraska,” 
said Vermont ACLU executive director 
Allen Gilbert. “Many of these police ac- 
tivities done in the name of national se- 
curity end up having nothing to do with 
national security and terrorism, and this 
is a good example of that. This is a case 
involving nothing more than marijuana.” 

Documents filed with various 
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"It is readily apparent that the agents 
could not have lawfully stopped defen- 
dant and searched his car if they had 
been Vermont police officers performing 
a routine traffic patrol within Hartford, 
Vermont,” Windsor District Court Judge 
Kathleen Manley wrote in a 2008 opinion. 

There were two reasons for her 
conclusion: State police can’t simply 
pull over passing cars unless they have 
“reasonable suspicion” of a crime. And 
permission to search a vehicle doesn’t 
extend to searching containers found 
within a car without a warrant — a 
normal police officer wouldn't have 
been able to get Rennis to open the 
backpack, as the Border Patrol did. 

Despite her reservations, Manley 
ruled that state law essentially deferred 
to federal law, which gives the Border 
Patrol a 100-mile berth in Vermont. 

State v. Feds 

Between 2000 and 2005, DHS did not 
detain a single suspected terrorist in 
Vermont, but its marijuana seizures 
jumped from 419 pounds to 3,000 
pounds, the Boston Globe reported, 
much of that coming from the interior 
checkpoint in Hartford. 

After the judge rejected his chal- 
lenge, Rennis pleaded guilty' to mari- 
juana possession in Windsor District 
Court in 2008 and was sentenced to 
one to three years ofprison, all ofwhich 
were suspended. 

Eventually, a new attorney, Allison 
Fulcher, took his case and tried to get 
the conviction overturned by appeal- 
ing Manley’s decision to the Vermont 
Supreme Court. 

The appeal was rooted in a fairly 
simple question: Can the state use evi- 
dence that, while lawfully obtained by 
federal officers under federal law, would 
not comply with state law? 

Fulcher cited a New Mexico Supreme 
Court case in which a state judge ruled 
that evidence seized by federal officers 
in a manner that would have violated 
state law was inadmissible in state court. 

In an interview, she acknowledged 
that she had thrown a legal Hail Mary. 
“I had the sense that we were going 
to lose." She was right. The justices 
unanimously upheld Manley’s decision, 
saying they were persuaded by a more 
local precedent — their own. 

In 1996, Vermont justices ruled that 


a Vermont State Police drug arrest — the 
result of an investigation that began 
when federal agents at a New York City 
airport confiscated a bag of marijuana 
from a plane originating in Jamaica — 
was lawful. 

“Where federal interests outweigh 
Vermont’s interests, we will neither 
attempt to deter federal officials from 
their duties nor reverse our determina- 
tion that, where law-enforcement offi- 
cers are cooperating in an investigation 
... the knowledge of one is presumed to 
be shared by all,” Justice John Dooley 
wrote, stressing that justices were not 
tackling the question of whether the 
search would have been legal if it had 
been conducted by state police officers. 

Based on Rennis’ Vermont convic- 
tion, federal agents filed paperwork in 
Massachusetts to initiate deportation 
hearings against him in 2010, but those 
efforts were abandoned while Rennis’ 
appeal was pending. 

Rennis’ criminal attorney, Liz 
Kruska of White River Junction, and his 
immigration attorney, Kevin Murphy 
of Springfield, Mass., both declined to 
comment on his situation and declined 
to make Rennis available. 

But Burlington immigration attorney 
Leslie Holman said that inunigrants, 
once they are convicted of serious 
crimes, are almost always deported. 

“They could decide to exercise pros- 
ecutorial discretion,” Holman said, “but 
in the case of a drug conviction, they're 

The immigration reform bill cur- 
rently languishing in the U.S. House of 
Representatives doesn’t change that. 
But it does include a provision, cham- 
pioned by Leahy, that would reduce the 
stop-and-search zone within interna- 
tional borders from 100 miles to 25. 

“Senator Leahy continues to wel- 
come the assurances that DHS has no 
current plans for a permanent check- 
point, but he wants assurances beyond 
that, and that’s why he introduced and 
passed legislation in the Senate on this,” 
his office said in a prepared statement. 
“He also will continue to press the case 
with the Homeland Security secretary 
about the general usefulness of such 
checkpoints in Vermont and the rest of 
the American interior, when weighed 
against the intrusion on the rights of the 
traveling public.” ® 



SPEAKERS: Doug Hoffer, David Zuckerman, 
Harry Atkinson, William T. Maclay, John Can 
Ken Schatz, Rhonda Phillips, Melinda Moulto 
Yiota Ahladas, Beth Sachs, Martin Feldman, 
William Cats-Baril, and Patrick Burns. 
MODERATOR: Bruce F. Seifer 
Seating is limited. Please RSVP at 448-3350. 
Hosted by Phoenix Books Burlington. 
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READY, AIM, FIRED 

Paul Heintz’s January 24 Off Message post, titled “Fired Planning Chief 
Considering Challenge to Montpelier Mayor,” generated some feedback. The 
first email came from Gwendolyn Hallsmith, the subject of the story, who 
said the account failed to reflect that she had publicly challenged Montpelier 
Mayor John Hollar before she was fired. 

Heintz’s post was not intended as a comprehensive examination of the con- 
flict between Hallsmith and Hollar. It touched on that history briefly', by way of 
explaining her decision to challenge him. Here is the relevant paragraph from 
the original post, which was also excerpted in last week’s paper. 

“Hallsmith would face off against Mayor John Hollar, with whom she pub- 
licly tangled throughout the fall. After she was put on paid leave in November, 
Hallsmith accused the mayor of orchestrating her ouster because of her 
outspoken advocacy for public banking. Hollar is a contract lobbyist whose 
clients include Wells Fargo and Bank of America.” 

Seven Days did not correct the post because Heintz had noted that history, in 
summary, while focusing on Hallsmith’s plan to nm for mayor. 

Unhappy with Seven Days' decision not to run a correction, Hallsmith 
went to social media — specifically, the Vermonters for a New Economy e- 
newsletter — with her own criticism of the coverage and encouraged readers 
to send us letters to the editor. All five are published below. Hallsmith did not 
submit a letter herself. 


I am writing to object to the way 
your paper characterized the se- 
quence of events that resulted in 
Gwendolyn Hallsmith being fired 
from her position as the director of 
planning and community develop- 
ment in Montpelier. You implied that 
she “accused the mayor of orchestrat- 
ing her ouster” only after she was put 
on administrative leave. This is not 
true. She had raised a public objec- 
tion to the way she was being treated 
long before the city took action 
against her. At first, the city said no 
discipline was likely. Then they fired 
her — after seven years of good ser- 
vice to the city, with no warning, no 
due process. 

The mayor’s memos on the subject 
are a matter of public record and go 
back to early 2013. Paul Heintz was 
provided with these memos, and 
ignored them, preferring instead to 
insinuate that her accusations were 
only after disciplinary action was 
underway. It’s either lazy journalism, 
shoddy journalism or biased journal- 
ism — take your pick. You were asked 
to issue a correction, and you refused, 
basing your refusal on a technicality: 
She hadn't stopped saying that the 
mayor was acting inappropriately 
after she was placed on leave. So she 
had, also, said it afterward. 'Nuf said. 
Issue the correction. You made a mis- 
take. Facts matter. Own up to an inac- 
curate sequential inference. 

Cara Thornley 
ST. JOHNBURY 



Montpelier Mayor John Hollar is a 
Wall Street lobbyist with power over 
municipal bonds. Do you remember 
the L.A. Times in 1912? Paul Heintz 
and Seven Days have shown them- 
selves to be bank whores, just like the 
rest of the pigs at the trough. Keep 
on sucking up to the den of thieves, 
scumbags. 

Travis Record 


What a regrettable decision you 
made along with the reporter behind 
“Fired Planning Chief Considering 
Challenge to Montpelier Mayor.” By 
leaving out Hallsmith's history of dis- 
agreement with the mayor, you make 





it appear that she is just sour on her 
termination. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

Hallsmith has been targeted as a 
leader of a movement for public bank- 
ing and struck down by an ideological 
ally (if not paid lackey) of the banking 
industry. Considering the highly po- 
liticized nature of this issue, I would 
encourage you to make efforts in the 
future to provide an adequate context, 
a timeline, even, for readers to under- 
stand the [causal] relationship them- 
selves instead of providing prebaked 
opinions about what led to what. 


Did Montpelier Mayor John Hollar 
orchestrate the firing of Gwen 
Hallsmith, the city’s longtime direc- 
tor of planning and 
community develop- 
ment? “I had nothing 
to do with it,” Seven 
Days' Paul Heintz 
quotes Hollar as 
saying. But two memos 
Heintz did not quote, 
though Hallsmith 
provided both, lay 
Hollar’s claim open to 
question. 

In the first, last 
March, Hollar pro- 
tests to Montpelier 
City Manager William 
Fraser, “To repeat 
myself ad nauseam, 

I still don’t see how 
our city's economic 
development officer 
can hold and promote 
views that are funda- 
mentally anticapitalist 
in nature." 

Nine months before 
Hallsmith’s firing, 

Hollar was telling 
Fraser that her ad- 
vocacy of public banking — which 
already exists in Vermont, but could 
be expanded — was unacceptable, 
although she did this on her own 
time. (Through public banking, 
Vermont could recoup the interest it 
pays Canada’s TD Bank.) 

In September, Hollar wrote 
Fraser again, saying, “This really 
can't continue ... I’m not sure I see 
the point in meeting with her.” Why? 
Because, having raised his concerns 
“before” with Fraser, writes Hollar, 
“I assume they have been com- 
municated to her, and nothing has 
changed." 


IT'S EITHER 

LAZY 

JOURNALISM, 


JOURNALISM 

OR 

BIASED 

JOURNALISM 


The mayor “assume[s]” that the 
city manager has accepted respon- 
sibility for bringing to Hallsmith’s 
attention the mayor’s concerns, and 
implies that Fraser has failed to do 
his bidding. And Mayor Hollar, the 
lobbyist for Bank of America, had 
"nothing” to do with Fraser’s firing of 
Hallsmith. Really? 


I’m a personal friend of Gwen 
Hallsmith. I have practiced em- 
ployment law for 39 years and I’ve 
counseled over 1,000 employees. In 
discharge cases, I’ve seen employ- 
ees offer a phony reason afterward 
to hide poor performance, and I’ve 
seen employers offer a phony reason 
afterward to hide an illegal decision. 

So when I look at a 

ous about the reasons 
given before, not 
after, the firing. Your 
post erred by stat- 
ing that Hallsmith 
presented her reason 
afterward, when 
she actually made it 
before: “After she was 
put on paid leave in 
November, Hallsmith 
accused the mayor 
of orchestrating her 
ouster because of her 
outspoken advocacy 
for public bank- 
ing." Yet the Barre- 
Montpelier Times 
Argus had reported 
Hallsmith’s reason 
two weeks before, not 
after. To encourage a 
correction, Hallsmith 
emailed you evidence 
that, earlier in 2013, 
Mayor Hollar had 
twice strongly criti- 
cized Hallsmith to the city manager for 
her off-hours speaking about public 
banking. Your reporter and editor 
simply refused to correct their error, 
creating the false impression she only 
charged the mayor afterward. Yet the 
opposite is the more likely truth — the 
city created a phony reason to hide 
its main one — Hallsmith’s conscien- 
tious speaking about public banking. 
I’m dismayed by your refusal to cor- 
rect your error, and I’m sad that you 
misled your readers. 
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‘Mudtime’ to Music: A Rising-Star Composer 
Collaborates With Vermont’s Poet Laureate 


S ydney lea’s four-year term as 
Vermont's poet laureate, begun 
in 2011, has been packed with 
readings. But this Saturday’s, 
at the Vermont college of fine arts in 
Montpelier, will be entirely diff erent 
— for him and the audience. After Lea 
reads four poems from his collection 
Ghost Pain (2005), a soprano will sing 
them in a song cycle written for voice 
and string quartet by the Philadelphia 
composer Joseph Hallman. 


Lea, 72, and Hallman, 34, have never 
met in person. In fact, says the poet in a 
phone call from his Newbury home. Lea 
has yet to hear the musical work — titled 
“Suite in Mudtime, ” the name he gave 
his group of four poems meditating on 
the bleak Vermont spring. 

Hallman has sent Lea a few 
electronically generated segments of 
the piece, says the poet, but that’s quite 
diff erent from a live performance. 
Saturday's concert, by soprano Abigail 


EMI 18 *- 


IK 



Haynes Lennox and the Montpelier- 
based 802 quartet, will be the premiere. 
“So I will be almost as fresh to it as the 
audience will be,” Lea says. 

Hallman, a Cleveland Institute of 
Music-trained composer whose star is 
rising, was “struck by [Lea’s] poems” 
a few years ago and emailed the poet 
to suggest a collaboration, says the 
composer in a phone call. At the time, 
Hallman was engaged to a central 
Vermonter and getting to know the area, 
though the relationship 
did not work out. 
National Public Radio had 
recently named him one 
of the country’s top 100 
composers under 40. 

Lea, for his part, says 
he looked up Hallman’s 
website, listened to the 
samples of music posted 
there and decided the 
composer's work “seemed 
not so atonal that it would 
turn me off,” he says wryly. 

The suite of poems 
he and Hallman decided 
on — the fi rst called 
“Winterkill” and the 
last “Winter Holding 
s onto Winter" — 

§ features a speaker who 
2 acknowledges darkness 
S of weather and mood 
1 without falling into 
| despair. As one verse 
|s reads, “Now an April 


shower/ — cold and late — transforms 
the world to slate,/ and so in this 
moment the darkness of slate is sight." 

“The tone is so calm," says Hallman. 
“We look on what we’ve gained and 
lost and how that colors the moment. 
They’re beautifully lived poems. They 
reflect all the good and all the bad.” 

They’re also somewhat musical — 
not least in being titled a “suite” — and 
Hallman wasn't the fi rst to notice. Lea's 
poetry often attempts interplay between 
his fi rst love, improvisatory jazz, and 
verse. Last year he e-published an essay 
he wrote articulating that connection. 
“I’m kind of a failed musician,” Lea 
explains, and adds that he once dreamed 
of being “the white Coltrane.” 

Lea deems himself “not an obviously 
traditional formal poet” but one who 
“love[s] to play around with the formal 
properties of the language” using half 
rhymes, slant rhymes and unusual 
meter, such as heptameter. “I’m very 
attentive to stresses,” he says. “I’m 
always counting them.” 

The poet’s jazzy bent has already 
resulted in a musical collaboration. 
Last April, the Vermont contemporary 
music ensemble performed fi ve pieces by 
Vermont composers, including thomas 
read and lydia busler-blais, which were 
inspired by 10 of Lea's poems. 

Lea calls that musical collaboration, 
and the one with Hallman, “a high point 
of my term as poet laureate. It's been so 
refreshing and so diff erent, a great shot 
in the arm." 


Edward Koren Is Chosen to Be Vermont’s Next Cartoonist Laureate 


BY PAMELA POLSTON 

W hen he learned he's to be the 
next cartoonist laureate of 
Vermont, Brookfi eld resident 
and longtime New Yorker cartoonist 
edward koren said, he was “touched and 
bemused by it all.” It’s a typically low- 
key, self-deprecating response from the 
guy who has drawn more than a thou- 
sand wryly witty cartoons. Featuring 
hairy creatures with long noses, the 
single panels gently skewer human 
foibles — particularly those of the overly 
earnest, PC-obsessed type. 

“It’s a goof in a way, isn’t it?” Koren 
said, then immediately began to riff 


on the idea of a laureate. “I’m growing 
indoor laurels — I’m making a wreath.” 
He paused a beat and then added, 
“Maybe one made of copper so I can 
wear it year-round in Vermont.” 

Koren will be recognized on the 
Statehousefl oor, with or without wreath, 
on Thursday, February 27. He’s just the 
second cartoonist laureate of Vermont, 
following on the heels of Burlington’s 

JAMES KOCHALKA. 

During his three-year term, Kochalka 
presented cartooning workshops all over 
the state, created a poster celebrating 
winter in Vermont and collaborated with 


Vermont Poet Laureate w 
Sydney lea to produce the j 

Vermont Double Laureate 
Team-Up book for the 
Vermont Arts Summit 
last fall. 

Will Koren follow 
suit? That remains to be 
seen. He will be giving a 
public lecture following 
the Statehouse recog- 
nition, though, at the 
center for cartoon studies in White River 
Junction. 

Though Koren has lived in Vermont 



• more than 20 years, 
a the advent of CCS argu- 
§ ably has elevated the 
a profi le of cartooning as 
I a profession, and those 
8 of individual cartoonists. 
The state is also home 

tO ALISON BECHDEL, HARRY 
I BLISS. STEPHEN BISSETTE and 

others. CCS, founded by 
I cartoonist james sturm 
and business partner 
michelle ollie, is turning out the next 
generation of talent 

Cartoons have always had a home 
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For his part, Hallman is no stranger 
to literature. He has set to music poems 
by writers from Emily Dickinson to 
the living poet Jessica Homik. One 
of three new composers featured by 
the Bethesda, Md., chamber ensemble 
Inscape on its recent album Sprung 
Rhythm, Hallman contributed six mood 
pieces based on the horror fiction of 
H.P. Lovecraft. Reviewing a September 
2013 performance of these works, 
the Washington Post 
applauded the "whispers, 
shouts and other noises” 
in the compositions and 
called Hallman “the one 
to watch.” 

For “Suite in Mudtime, ” 

Hallman was particularly 
sensitive to Lea’s use of 
textual quotes in his poems, 
from Robert Frost, the 
Book of Psalms and other 
sources. The composer 
“digested” these shifts in 
tone by having the soprano speak them. 
The final result “wavers between singing 
and monodrama,” he says. 

Hallman approaches music with a 
wide circle of reference. The composer 
grew up in a poor Philadelphia 
neighborhood and attended a school 
for orphans and “functional orphans” 
— a term for children of single, strapped 
parents, of whom Hallman was one. 
Outside of that basic education, he 
became “a voracious reader and an 
autodidact,” in his words. He completed 


a year of architecture school before 
heading to Cleveland, and has just 
obtained a master’s in liberal arts at the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he 
studied the gender-specific behavior of 
African American boys and men at a gay 
youth center in Philly. 

That may seem remote from his 
composing efforts, but Hallman’s choice 
to pursue a “socially impactful” higher 
degree is part of his wider aim to “create 
and engage community,” 
he says. He’ll take on 
community engagement 
for real when he returns 
Vermont this summer 
as composer-in-residence 
of the fledgling pikes falls 

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 

in Jamaica. Invited by 
his Cleveland Institute 
colleague, festival founder 
and flutist susanna loewy, 
Hallman will share a living 
space with the musicians 
and get to know the tiny town's residents. 

Meanwhile, he says he hopes “Suite 
in Mudtime” will similarly “create that 
community,” in this case by making 
“connections between the audiences of 
those two groups — music and poetry.” ® 

info 





IT'S BEEN SO 
REFRESHING AND 
SO DIFFERENT, 


ART 


at the New Yorker. Here’s what editor 
David Remnick had to say about Koren’s 
work, as quoted in a CCS press release: 

The great imaginative artists, 
comic or seriocomic (what other 
kinds are there?), are great at 
least in part because they create 
a world: Baldwin’s Harlem, 
Faulkner's hamlet, Chekhov’s 
dachas. Ed Koren not only cre- 
ated a world — the Koren worlds 
are both urban and Vermontian, 
but all Koren — he also created 
creatures, part human, part 


fantastical, to represent and give 
voice to all of our anxieties, joys 
and craziness. Long live Ed Koren, 
his world and his creatures! 

We’ll be catching up with Koren 
again to find out how he plans to spend 
his laureate-ness. The honor, he said, 
“gives our lowly profession a touch 
more respect.” ® 

INFO 
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Two Out of Three: Original Works by Vermont Playwrights 
Dominate Lost Nation Theater’s Winterfest 



II m m ou're missing the point 
— my thought, the way 1 
think, has changed," says 
I Hannah, an 82-year-old 
woman perhaps suffering from demen- 
tia. She’s a character in Intake , one of 
two original plays by Vermont play- 
wrights that will be showcased at lost 
NAnoN theater’s ninth annual Winterfest 
this month. 

“Let's do something to determine the 
loss of your thinking," replies Dr. Grey, 
Hannah's psychiatrist. 

“There may not be a loss,” Hannah 
insists. “There may just be a difference.” 

When audiences encounter these 
two characters, one a by-the-book psy- 
chiatrist and the other an aging woman 
whose mind is slipping, their first 
impulse may be to start analyzing the 
patient. That impulse is likely to be exac- 
erbated by the playwright’s revelation of 
a pair of canine housemates that Hannah 
relates to as human peers, and by her 
seven-minute monologue at the end of 


Comedian Cindy Pierce Talks About Sex, Female Anatomy 
and What College Students Can’t Learn From Porn 


BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 

C indy pierce delights in her 
imperfections, as she'll be the 
first to tell you. Though her 
catalog of missteps is likely 
no longer than anyone else’s, the 
New Hampshire comedian is better 
equipped than most to laugh about 
them — and to make others laugh with 
her. Pierce, who bills herself as a “comic 
storyteller” (“I don't tell jokes," she 
says. “I can’t even really remember a 
joke!"), performs her latest one-woman 
show, Comfort in the Stumble, in Stowe 
and Burlington this month. In it, she 
makes light of her embarrassments, 
her sexuality and her body to hilarious 
effect. 

"Something that is so normal 
for someone else never seems to be 
smooth for me," Pierce, 48, says in a 
phone conversation. She’s referring to 
even'd ay events such as shopping for 
clothes and washing her hands. “It used 
to be that I’d get embarrassed, recover 
and be able to find the humor later,” she 


says. “Now, in the middle of a situation 
that is unraveling, I can see that it’s 
going to be a great story for me.” 

Pierce knew this change of 
perspective was complete when, in the 
middle of giving birth to her first child, 
it dawned on her how “outrageous" the 
situation was, and how she couldn’t 
wait to tell her friends about it. 

The comedian’s observations 
about sex and female anatomy are 
particularly keen, and comical. 
Especially ribald is her story about a 
rather unfortunate case of poison ivy, 
and Pierce’s misguided attempts to 
soothe its itch. Comfort in the Stumble 
is billed as "adults only," since she 
is unabashedly frank, though never 
vulgar. The word “vagina,” for instance, 
comes up quite a lot. 

Pierce’s frankness is partly 
motivated by her desire to upset the 
stereotype that females should behave 
“properly.” The other part is not 
taking herself too seriously. As she 


cavorts and gesticulates onstage while 
skewering her own foibles, Pierce is 
clearly comfortable with her body and 
her outsize personality. 

“My message is not to be 
embarrassed by who you are," she 
says. “That’s the comfort 
in the stumble.” Pierce 
adds, "It’s something I 
try to instill in my [three] 
children: never to think 
you’re better than anyone 


“We’re 


all 


gonna 

stumble,” she says. “Pick 
yourself up." 

Pierceandherhusband, 
Bruce Lingelbach, own 
the inn where she grew 


WE'RE ALL 
GONNA 
STUMBLE. 


CINDY PIERCE 


think I learned pretty young that when 
guests start having a few cocktails, you 
can really try out your humor,” she says. 
“You learn to read audiences.” 

She’s become especially keen 
at reading high school and college 
audiences; between her 
innkeeping and standup 
gigs, she delivers about 
10 talks a year on issues of 
sex, gender, intimacy and 
pornography. Pierce has 
recently spoken at Colby 
and Bates colleges and 
will do so several times at 
Dartmouth College this 

She's been surprised by 
what she’s learned from 


up, Pierce’s Inn in Etna, N.H.; the young audiences. “College students 
couple bought it from her parents in know [little] about sex because there’s 
2002. A rural New England inn may too much information out there,” Pierce 
not seem like a breeding ground for says. “They’re learning about sex from 
saucy comedy, but Pierce gives credit pom, Cosmo, friends who have a lot of 
to her childhood experiences there. “I sex. These are not reliable re 
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Act One that culminates with, “You can’t 
commit suicide if you have a dog.” 

But to psychoanalyze Hannah, says 
Marshfield-based playwright margot 
lasher, would be to miss the point. 

“Older people are sometimes misun- 
derstood,” she says. “As you age, your 
brain does change, but not necessarily 
for the worst. That can happen through- 
out your life, now I think about it. You’re 
not in touch with the dominant narra- 
tive, so you're marginalized.” 

For Lasher, whose “Hannah” is a 
composite of herself and an elderly male 
acquaintance with a strong distaste for 
the medical profession, the point is to 
validate the voice and unique wisdom of 
aging individuals — and of animal lovers. 
(Her most recent stage experience is 
a one-woman monologue called Stay, 
about her relationship with her dogs.) 

“It's not meant to analyze,” Lasher 
says of Intake. “If you’re an audience 
member close to your own dog, I think 
this is validating.” 


Directed by joanne greenberg and 
produced by liz snell, Intake is a labor of 
love by the three retirement-age women 
who shaped what was originally a one- 
act by Lasher into a full-length produc- 
tion. Greenberg and Snell saw a staged 
reading of the one-act in Rutland several 
years ago and encouraged Lasher to 
develop the second act of the play. “We 
loved its affirming vision of the aging 
process, of the wisdom and humor that 
can come with growing older,” writes 
Greenberg in her director’s statement. 
“In a youth-worshipping culture that 
tends to treat its older citizens as either 
jokes or burdens, Intake offers a refresh- 
ing alternative perspective.” 

The snappy, comedic dialogue in 
the first encounter between Hannah 
(emme eroossy) and Dr. Grey (alison 
goyette) shaped Intake’s original single 
act; that interaction deepens with the 
play’s more recent material. Whether 


She encourages her college 
audiences to be more open and 
communicative, and not to assume 
that the XXX-rated video they may 
have watched online has anything 
to do with actual sex. “You’ve gotta 
be able to guide your partner before 
you’re swinging from a trapeze with 
a double-headed dildo,” she exclaims. 

Easy access to pornography, Pierce 
believes, has skewed the gender/ 
sexuality dynamics of the younger 
generation. She’s plainspoken in 
her opinions on the subject: “1 don't 
think porn is a good thing.” But Pierce 
knows that “pom is never going 
away,” she says. “We just need to 
prepare kids so that they can navigate 
it with realistic expectations.” 


Pierce’s approach to her college 
lectures is much the 
approach to her comic storytelling. 
Speaking of both roles, she says, 
“My mission is to inspire people to 
be kinder to themselves, to not be so 
critical of themselves. People keep 
thinking that they've got it all figured 
out, but we’re never going to! That’s 
such a liberating thing." ® 
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Lasher intends it or not, her script gives 
everyone — shrink, actor and audience 
— plenty to chew on, perhaps even more 
than her director's “refreshing alterna- 
tive perspective” implies. 

Intake makes its debut on the 
second weekend of Winterfest, with 
performances from February 13 to 16. 
Eve Ensler's The Vagina Monologues, 
directed by Lost Nation Theater’s 
staff, takes Winterfest’s first weekend, 
February 6 to 9. The festival closes 
with Adapted From Samuel Beckett, a 
one-man show from local performer 
and puppeteer ellis jacobson that runs 
February 20 to 23. 

Jacobson, a longtime collaborator 

with BREAD AND PUPPET THEATER who gained 

international recognition for his papier- 
mache puppets, is hesitant to say much 
about Adapted From Samuel Beckett. 
In fact, in a recent phone interview, he 
initially sticks to giving the same line 
LNT put on the program: “Ultimately it 
is about art, society and life itself.” 

But when pressed, Jacobson reveals 
that his one-man show will include 
clowns, flashing lights, lots of move- 
ment and absolutely no puppets or 
masks. “You wouldn't know it from the 
title, but it's a comedy,” he says. “And 
even though it’s about Samuel Beckett, a 
person can go in there not knowing who 
he is and still enjoy the show ... It both 
ridicules and reveres Beckett, almost 
simultaneously.” 


Founding artistic director of LNT 
kim bent, a longtime acquaintance of 
Jacobson, oilers that his work was bom 
from his “deep love” of the Irish-born 

playwright. 

“In ways it’s a dialogue with Beckett,” 
Bent says of Adapted. “It's different from 
his other work, which focuses on pup- 
pets, but this is him as a performer with 
a mostly bare stage, just trying to get 
through the evening — struggling and 
making his way forward in a very scary 
environment." 

Asked how he selects shows for 
Winterfest each year, Bent says he just 
goes with his gut. “The selection process 
is meant to highlight Vermont perform- 
ing artists who perhaps are not getting 
as much exposure as they should, and 
[we look for] new material,” he says. 
“We never lack for folks that want to 
come in every year. But it’s instinct, in 
the end. I think [Lasher and Jacobson] 
are both really talented artists.” © 






and Adapted From Samuel Beckett. February 
20 to 23. Evening performances are 7:30 
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Dear Cecil, 


If a cancerous tumor were cut out of someone, 
and said tumor was placed in someone else's 
body for some reason, would the transplanted 
tumor thrive? 

PinkTeet 


Y es. We know this be- 
cause cancer is trans- 
planted by accident 
all the time. 

Organ and tissue transplants 
have saved countless lives. But 
they pose risks, one of which is 
transplanting a disease from the 
donor to the host. In the case of 
cancer, there are two primary 
scenarios for transmission: 
cancer that forms in the trans- 
planted cells, and cancer cells 
that are directly transplanted. 

There are loads of case re- 
ports telling us this happens, 
but how frequently is hard to 
say. Although studies for the 
most part suggest the risk is 
low, results have been all over 
the place: 

• Looking at 30 years of 

transplants, the Israel Penn 
International Transplant 
Tumor Registry found 
when a donor had cancer, 
it was transplanted to the 
recipient an astonishing 43 
percent of the time. Kidney, 
uterine and skin cancer 
were the most commonly 
S transplanted types. 

j» • In contrast, a study by 

5 the United Network of 

z Organ Sharing found zero 

S cancers transmitted via 

1,276 organs transplanted 
from donors with cancer. 


However, a review showed 
most of the cancers in 
question were either low- 
grade or non-melanoma 
skin cancers. 

Another UNOS study of 
108,000 U.S. transplants 
from 1994 to 2001 found 
just 21 transplanted 
cancers. 

A study of organ 
transplants from deceased 
donors in the United 
States from 2005 to 2007 
found cancer and disease 
transmission in general 
occurred less than 1 percent 
of the time. Other studies 
have put the risk of cancer 
transmission at about two 
in 10,000 transplants. 

When a recipient does de- 
velop cancer from a transplant, 
the prognosis is generally 
grim. Usually these are already 
weakened people placed on im- 
munosuppressant drugs to pre- 
vent organ rejection. Treating 
transplanted cancerous organs 
typically involves stopping the 
immunosuppressant drugs and 
removing the organ, subjecting 
the patient to another major 
surgery, and a return to their 
prior bad situation. 

A study of 104 cases of 
cancer transplanted to kidney 
recipients from 1948 to 2012 



found 72 percent of those given 
melanomas were dead within 
30 months of transplantation, 
and two-thirds of lung cancer 
recipients were gone within 
20 months. Twenty patients 
had actual kidney cancers 
transplanted into them, and 
three died. A study of 2009 
data found 14 percent of the 
time when the donor had 
cancer it was transmitted, and 
death resulted in half of those 
transmission cases. When the 
donor was infected with a com- 
municable disease, fungus or 
parasite, 53 percent of the time 
it was passed on to the recipient 
— and more than a quarter of 
those recipients died as a result. 

Cancer isn’t the only tiling 
that can be transplanted. 
Herpes viruses can easily be 
transmitted from donor to re- 
cipient — Kaposi's sarcoma due 
to transmitted herpes occurs in 
as many as 5 percent of kidney 


HIV can be both hidden and 
virulent. In one instance, doc- 
tors transplanted four organs 
and numerous bits of tissue 
from a 22-year-old gunshot 
in with no known HIV risk 
factors into more than 50 recip- 
:s. Then they discovered he 
as HIV-positive. At least 
seven people, including 
all four organ recipients, 
contracted the virus. 

Rabies has been trans- 
mitted via cornea trans- 
plant, the most common 
type of transplant and 
normally a pretty safe 
one. In one case a person 
who died of undetected 
rabies donated two cor- 
neas, killing both recipients 
within 50 days. In another case 
rabies was transmitted from 
an infected donor to the four 
recipients of his liver, kidneys 
and an artery, quickly kill- 
ing them all. Toxoplasmosis 
and cytomegalovirus — infec- 
tions that are generally no big 
deal for people with healthy 
immune systems but are scary 
for transplant recipients — 
have been transmitted via heart 
transplant. Kidney transplants 
appear to be especially prob- 
lematic, with several different 
types of fungi, parasites and 
bacterial infections reportedly 
transferable from donor to 
recipient. 

Notwithstanding the risks, 
even when doctors know a pro- 
spective donor has cancer, they 


don’t necessarily rule out dona- 
tion. The waiting list for organ 
transplants is so long — cur- 
rently 77,000 Americans — that 
under the right circumstances 
the risk is sometimes deemed 
worth taking. If the cancer in 
the transplanted organ can be 
isolated and cleanly removed, 
for example, the medical team 
may advise a recipient it’s worth 
a shot. One study of 43 kidney 
transplants involving tumors 
less than three centimeters in 
diameter found only one recur- 
rence of cancer in nine years. 

There’s no guarantee, 
though. Again, corneal trans- 
plants are thought to be fairly 
safe, but at least one case of 
cancer was transmitted that 

Once in a while a trans- 
planted-cancer story has 
a happy ending. In a case 
reported in 2006, a kidney 
donated by a father to his 
daughter turned out to contain 
previously unsuspected cancer. 
Surgeons were able to remove 
the diseased part of the donated 
kidney and keep the rest going. 
Upshot: The father had a po- 
tentially fatal cancer removed, 
the daughter got a lifesaving 
transplant, and a year later 
both were alive and cancer free. 
Never mind winning the lottery 
— you don't get much luckier 
than that. 


INFO I 




VERMONT 


:h the Seven Days Friday email bulletin including: 


t Receptions and events 
I Weekly picks for exhibits 
I "Movies You Missed" 
by Margot Harrison 
I News, profiles and reviews 


'iew 


ART WORKS, WALKS © WORDS 


SEVENDflYSVT.COM/REVIEW 


STYLE 

AND 

FUNCTION! 



The 

Optical 

Center 


The Land Down Under 



o, Montpelier is pretty small for a 
state capital?” 

The customer sitting next to 
me in my taxicab, Joanna Dunwright, 
was short and pert, with shoulder-length, 
ruler-straight blond hair. As she spoke, I 
noticed her slight overbite, a trait I find 
adorable in women, though not so much 
in men. (To be honest, when it comes to 
men, I can’t think of a single physical at- 
tribute I’d dub “adorable.”) 

‘“Pretty small’ doesn’t begin to cover 
it,” I replied, chuckling. “Montpelier’s 
population is about eight thousand. To 
put that in perspective, the second small- 
est state capital is Augusta, in Maine, 
and it has close to 20 thousand people. 
Heck, Montpelier doesn’t even have a 
McDonald’s. I actually don’t know if 
that’s a good thing or bad thing, but folks 
do seem to mention it a lot.” 

“Is the Capitol Plaza a nice hotel? I’ll 
just be there for one night, and then I'm 
moving closer to the campus, I guess.” 

“It seems like a nice place,” 1 re- 
plied. “It’s downtown, just up from the 
Statehouse.” 

Joanna was a student at the Vermont 
College of Fine Arts, the school perched 
on the hill overlooking the city. It's been 
through a number of incarnations since 
its founding as a seminary in the early 
1800s. About five years ago, it trans- 
formed into a low-residency MFA pro- 
gram for writing (among other creative 
arts) and quickly established a reputation 
as one of the best in the country. I always 
enjoy driving VCFA’s students because I 
like writers, who tend to be voluble, in- 
quisitive sorts. 

As we scooted along Interstate 89, the 
moon was nearly full in a cloudless sky, 


the oi 


re a balmy 11 below 


zero. Earlier in the day I had replaced ; 
faulty radiator thermostat — in retro- 
spect, a really good move. “If you don't 
mind me asking," I said, “what’s your 
accent? I can't quite place it.” 

“Well, I'm an Aussie, but both my 
parents were Swiss 
nationals, so my 
English is a little 
bit more — I don’t 
know exactly how 
to say it — maybe 
‘rounded’ is the 
word. My hus- 
band’s accent, on 
the other hand, is as 
Australian as koalas 
and Vegemite.” 

She paused to 
smile, thinking 
of her mate. “Yes, 
there’s no mistak- 
ing where Ken hails 

“Vegemite is that weird, pasty yeast 
product, right? Everyone here knows 
it from that old Men at Work lyric from 
the '80s: He just smiled and gave me a 
Vegemite sandwich. Do you actually enjoy 
the stuff? I heard it’s really an acquired 

“Yeah, I like it well enough. But my 
husband, he loves him some Vegemite. 
And it’s not that easy to find in Southern 
California. Somehow, he keeps us in a 
steady supply." 

It was closing in on 10 o’clock when 
I pulled to a stop in front of the Capitol 
Plaza, and the streets were as quiet and 
still as a picture postcard. As Joanna was 
paying the fare, a young woman suddenly 


BUT THAT’S 


appeared at my window, which I imme- 
diately lowered. 

“Are you a taxi?” she asked. 

The question, I recognized, was 
merely a polite way of opening the con- 
versation. When your vehicle is marked 
“taxi” on three sides and has a taxi light 
on top, if you’re not, 
in actuality, a taxi, 
you’re a lunatic or 
a major weirdo, or 
you've just stolen a 
taxi. 

“Yup,” I replied. 
“That I am.” 

“Can you please 
take me to Barre? 
I seem to be stuck 

If I’m not on my 
way to another call, 
or en route to the 
emergency room 
with a ruptured 
spleen, I won’t turn down a fare. Inscribe 
it on my tombstone: “He was available." 
On one occasion, after dropping some 
customers in downtown Montreal, I was 
hailed by a couple of locals, whom I pro- 
ceeded to pick up — Oui, madams, je suis 
un taxi — and drive to their destination 
before blowing out of town. This proba- 
bly violated a few municipal regulations, 
not to mention international treaties, but 
that’s how I roll. 

“Sure," I replied. “Let me just finish 
up with this customer. Why don’t you 
jump in the back to get out of the cold?” 

Under way with my new customer, 
I said, “So, I know how to get to Barre, 
but you’ll have to guide me to your place, 
OK?” 


“No problem,” she said. She looked 
like she had just gotten off work, with 
her hair tied back and a weary demeanor. 
Still, I could see she was an attractive 
woman, and there’s nothing wrong with 
hard work. “I’m living just up from the 
opera house, in an apartment building 

“Well, that’s cool, then. Hey, did you 
miss a ride or something?” 

“No, I left my car at work because I 
had a drink or two. I called up the taxi 
company, but they said they don't oper- 
ate after nine on weeknights. So why do 
you even bother answering the phone? 
That’s what I was thinking.” 

“Yeah, I’m with ya on that. When I'm 
off duty, I always turn my phone off. In 
fact, sometimes when I take a phone call, 
the person goes, ‘Are you working?' I 
know they're just trying to be courteous, 
but I answer, ‘If you’re talking to me, I'm 
working.' Pretty good, huh? Or maybe 
too smart-alecky? Anyway, where do you 

“At the steak house at the hotel. 1 do 
pretty well. It's not, like, my dream job, 
but it’s working for me for now. What 
about you? Do you, like, hate driving all 
day?” 

“Gosh, that would be horrible if that 
were true! Wouldn’t it? Nope, for some 
strange reason, I truly enjoy driving folks 
around all day.” 

“Well, then," my customer said. “I 
guess you're a lucky man.” 

"Well, then,” I said, “I guess I am.” © 
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Marital Manners 

Oh, Snapchat! Anna Post talks weddings and social media 

BY JENELLE ROBERGE 




W ho doesn’t love a beautiful 
wedding? Sisters Anna and 
Lizzie Post do, and they 
tell us how to do it right in 
the sixth edition of Emily Post's Wedding 
Etiquette — Emily being their great-great- 
grandmother. The Burlington-based Emily 
Post Institute continues to provide us with 
proper-behavior info for that special day 
(and all days, really). That includes man- 
ners for the guests before, during and after 
the ceremony. In the new edition, the Post 
sisters set forth etiquette guidelines for a 
rapidly changing, high-tech, social-media- 

The love game has certainly changed 

year in Spike Jonze's Academy Award- 
nominated film Her, where a man falls in 
love with the voice of his operating system. 
It's easy to feel compassion for Joaquin 
Phoenix’s character, who yearns to have a 
witness to his life without the demands of 
commitment and human intimacy. 

We humans naturally have the impulse 
to share our lives with others. And new 
technolog)' has brought immediate gratifi- 
cation to a whole new level — whether on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, 
Pinterest or something invented five min- 
utes ago. To some, the idea of prohibiting 
smartphone use at a wedding may seem 
unimaginable. Yet there’s something to be 
2 said for digitally disconnecting to better 
S connect personally — especially with your 
j» friends or relatives on their wedding day. 

5 Anna Post shares with Seven Days why 
§ it’s crucial to understand social-media 
g; etiquette. Sure, technology can help make 
modern nuptials even more fun — and 
better documented. But how much is too 
^ much? When is it better to check that 
S smartphone at the door? 

° SEVEN DAYS: You and your sister, 
g Lizzie, recently put out the sixth 
g edition of Wedding Etiquette. How 
has modern technology changed the 
content from the book's previous 
w volume? 

| ANNA POST: Etiquette is about being 
g aware of how our actions affect those 
S around us, and it's the same when it comes 
to how we use technology — is it helping 
our relationships, or hurting them? The 
explosion of social media and smartphone 
(as opposed to cellphone) use both during 
planning and on the wedding day in the 
§j last several years has created all kinds of 
£ new questions for couples and guests. How 
i much pinning is OK — and what about 


using your work computer for wedding 
planning during business hours? Are wed- 
ding hashtags OK? What about emailed 
wedding invitations? Basically, your goals 
for planning and hosting your wedding 
remain the same; Keep the day special, and 
don't hurt anyone’s feelings. Technology 
just adds more layers to navigate while ac- 
complishing that. 

SD: How have social media affected be- 
havior at weddings (as well as before 
and after), and what are the issues? 

AP: Wedding etiquette questions about 
social media are usually about controlling 
how and when the day is shared. And it’s 
not just the sharing it’s the immediacy of 
the sharing. This new edition includes both 
personal best practices and how to guide 
others’ use of social media on the wedding 
day. For example, some couples don't want 
guests Instagraming photos or tweeting 
updates during the ceremony. How do you 
make that request without being a bossy 
boots? That’s where etiquette comes in. 


SD: You shared with us that since your 
engagement announcement last year, 
you've dealt with your own share of 
social-media frustrations. What have 
you learned from that experience? 

AP: I got engaged in early November 2013 
while on vacation. My fiance and I had a 
short list of close family and friends we 
wanted to be sure to tell our news to per- 
sonally. As we started making calls, we re- 
alized it would be a good idea to ask people 
not to say anything about it on Facebook 
until the weekend. That gave us time to 
make our calls without having our news 
scooped — and possibly hurting someone's 
feelings. 

SD: You write in Chapter Four of your 
book: "The most important thing 
to remember about email, texts, 
Facebook posts, tweets, and other 
social media interactions is that just 
because you can doesn't mean you 
always should." How might a couple 
communicate this principle to the 


wedding guests without sounding 
like they are policing them? Can they 
indicate their preferences in their 
wedding invitations? Is it appropri- 
ate to ask guests to check their 
cellphones at the door, or at least to 
turn them off? How would you advise 
wedding guests themselves in regard 
to using social media before, during 
or after a wedding? 

AP: To turn them off, yes. To check them, 
not unless you’re an A-list celebrity get- 
ting married on the down low. 

There are a number of places to let guests 
know that you’d like to have a social-me- 
dia-free ceremony. (I think asking for this 
during the ceremony is fair; I think it’s a 
losing battle asking it at the reception, 
though you can try.) Put a mention on 
any or all of the following: your wedding 
website, a sign at the entry area, the cer- 
emony program. It’s also a good idea to 
have a friendly reminder announced by 
the officiant or someone in the wedding 
party right before the ceremony starts: 




SD: Are people sending wedding 
invitations via Evite now? What do you 
recommend in regard to using email, 
electronic messaging or social media 
to reach guests? 

AP: Evites can work for pretty much any 
event that isn’t the wedding ceremony 
itself. Just be sure to double check that 
email addresses are up to date, and be 
aware that every now and then a spam 
filter prevents delivery. Also, be sure all of 
the guests use email regularly and would 
understand how to read and respond to an 
Evite (think grandparents). 

Why not for the wedding ceremony? A 
couple of reasons. First, it’s a physical re- 
minder that gets put on everyone's fridge. 
It's also a keepsake. (Yes, some of us save 
every wedding invitation we get.) In a 
mailbox full of bills and junk mail, a heavy 
paper envelope with pretty writing is a 
delight to get. Lastly, paper has a gravitas 
that a computer screen just can’t replicate. 
Emails and Evites are convenient, but 
sometimes convenience isn't the priority. 

The environment, you say? There are 
lots of recycled papers and soy-based inks, 
but if having a paper invitation would 
really upset you, by all means, don’t. Just 
be sure to check in with any non-tech- 
ffiendly guests by phone or in person. 

Social media isn’t a great way to reach 
guests about the wedding, as it's highly 
unlikely you're inviting everyone with 
whom you’re connected. So that means 


you’re talking about the wedding 
to lots of people who aren’t invited, 
and that’s the wedding equivalent 
of not bringing enough gum for the 


INFO 


SD: Have you personally wit- 
nessed any wedding-etiquette 
fiascos? If so. what happened? 
How was the situation handled (or 
not)? 

AP: Yes. It involved a bus, an open 
mic, drunk guests and a very slow 
bus driver. I will say no more, as I 
would like to erase that hour from my 
memory. 


SD: Have you been a guest at a 
wedding where the ceremony and 
reception were technology free? If 
so. what was that experience like for 

AP: I haven’t: however, I think it would 
be great. (With obvious exceptions to 
step out and call babysitters as needed.) 
People focusing on each other without 
devices getting in the way — imagine that! 


SD: Can you explain the concept of an 
official Twitter ambassador? 

Who should be selected for the job? 

AP: This is someone appointed to tweet 
about the day in a way the couple would 
approve of and/or so that others can focus 
on the wedding. I’m not a fan of this con- 
cept. Frankly, to whom are you tweeting? 
All of the people who weren’t invited? 
Even if a special guest couldn’t make it, 
tweeting to them isn't expected. Share the 
details later instead. Plus, anyone tweet- 
ing including the Twitter ambassador, 
who is likely a close friend, is pulling 
themselves away from participating and 
being fully in the moment. This is the right 
time to log off and hit the dance floor. 


SD: What is appropriate or inappropri- 
ate to upload on Facebook in terms of 
photos and announcements, if you are 
the future newlywed? What if you're a 
family member? 

AP: Let’s go with inappropriate, as appro- 
priate could cover lots. Inappropriate: 
anything that makes a noninvited person 
feel excluded from the event. For family 
members/close friends specifically, I 
would add any negative comments or 
scooping of news to the inappropri- 
ate list. Instead, check with the couple 
before sharing news of their wedding 
planning. © 
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Pair Traffic 

Burlington International Airport prepares to send couples into the wild blue yonder of matrimony 

BY XIAN CHIANG-WAREN 


B urlington International Airport 
may have launched millions of 
journeys since it opened in 1920, 
but never before has it been the 
takeoff point for a marriage. That will 
change on April 12 of this year, when 
Jamie Walker and Germain Mopa tie the 
knot on the second-floor mezzanine. The 
Burlington-based, business-sawy couple 
will be the first to take advantage of the 
airport’s new status as a wedding venue. 
As far as anyone can tell, says BTVs direc- 
tor of aviation, Gene Richards, it’s the first 
time a full-blown wedding will be held in 
an American airport, period. 

“No one does this,’’ says Richards, who 
first proposed offering BTV as a wedding 
venue last year. He says the idea came to 
him while he was brainstorming ways to 
utilize the airport in off-peak hours. 

“I look at this as a public asset, and 
that there’s times of the day when it’s not 
being used very well," he explains. “It’s a 
big space. We heat it, we cool it, and it’s 
a beautiful amenity. And I do know that 
today there's challenging times in our 
community, our state and our country. 
There are people who are about to get 
married and would like to do it in a nice 
place and not necessarily break the bank.” 

“Not breaking the bank,” by the way, 
means that the airport is offering its space 
to the tune of $1,000 for an entire evening 
of nuptial celebrations — reception, cer- 
emony and late-night loitering included. 
Compare that with up to $8,000 for a barn 
or hotel venue, according to the couple’s 
wedding planner, Jackie Watson. 

A marketing manager at MBA 
HealthGroup in South Burlington and a 
Colchester native, Walker acknowledges 
that the most common response her choice 
of venue elicits from friends and family is 
a laugh. “People think we’re joking," she 

But she remembers that she was imme- 
diately taken with the idea when her fiance 
first got a phone call last autumn, asking 
if they would be interested. Richards had 
been Mopa's landlord years ago, and a 
mutual friend connected them after hear- 
ing of Richards’ airport wedding plan and 
Mopa’s upcoming nuptials. 

“I knew right away she would be excited 
about it," says Mopa, a native of Cameroon 
who first came to Vermont when he was 
recruited for the University of Vermont's 
basketball team in 2001. Now a software 
engineer for GE Engineering, Mopa met 
Walker on the dance floor of Red Square in 



Burlington, by way of mutual friend Corey 
Hevrin, who will DJ their wedding. That 
was six years ago. The pair started dating 
the following year; they had a daughter, 
Zara, who is now 2 years old, and have 
been engaged for the past year. 

“I had been looking at a list of locations, 
and I wasn't set on something because 
none of it felt original,” Walker recalls. 
She jumped on the idea of an airport wed- 
ding the moment Mopa told her about the 
phone call. “Right away, I was like, ‘That’s 


it. That’s our spot,”' she says. The unique- 
ness of the concept appealed to her. 

Mopa, the more measured of the two, 
says they have done a lot of explaining 
since they decided on an airport wedding. 

“The first thing people ask is where in 
the airport," he says with a laugh. 

Where, indeed? Walker and Mopa have 
called in the usual parade of wedding orga- 
nizers to help them transform the second- 
floor waiting area into avenue that feels, in 
the words of their wedding stylist, Jovana 


Guarino, "private within a busy space” for 
their reception. (The ceremony will be 
held on the UVM campus, to which Mopa 
feels a strong tie.) 

On a recent tour, Richards points out 
how sections of the mezzanine, including 
a now-empty restaurant, can be cordoned 
off from other corridors and stairwells 
to create a private gathering area — yes, 
before the security checkpoint — without 
disrupting the flow of passenger traffic. 

“I had never even noticed the mez- 
zanine existed,” Walker says. "I had only 
come here to go places, never to hang 
out or wait. But as soon as I walked in, I 
saw the windows, the high ceilings, and I 
thought, This is it." 

For its debut as a wedding venue, the 
mezzanine will be transformed into a 
New York City rooftop scene. Though the 
couple does not have any personal ties to 
the city, Walker says she liked the way the 
theme captured an intimate group setting 
amid a flurry of activity. 

“We need to make it feel private while 
making use of the fact that there's an 
airport going on in the floor below,” adds 
Guarino, who came up with the concept 
with Walker. “We’re not going to hide that 

— we’re going to use it in the scene.” 

Many professionals have donated 

their time to the Walker-Mopa nuptials; 
Besides Guarino, wedding planner Watson 
of VT Enchanted Events and their teams, 
a slew of local vendors are on board, in- 
cluding the Vermont Tent Company, Blue 
Toad Flowers, Jayson Munn Design and 
Caketopia Cakes. The fact that the airport 
wedding is a “first,” it seems, has excited 
the local wedding industry just as much as 
it excited the bride-to-be. 

“I love the fact that it hasn’t been done 
before; I love the fact that we are using 
resources from nature and smaller artists 
from our team ... Everyone is pouring heart 
and soul into doing what they do best,” 
Guarino says. “It is such a team, and it is an 
enormous challenge, and at my age, I like 
that — I don’t like to do the same thing." 

Watson — the winner of indus- 
try awards including Member of the 
Year from the Vermont Association of 
Wedding Professionals and the 2013 
Wedding Wire Couples’ Choice award 

— says she believes an airport wedding 
trend could catch on. In the decade 
since she first got into the wedding busi- 
ness, she's seen a number of changes in 
tastes and trends among her clientele. 
Ten years ago, Watson says, everyone got 




married in hotels and resorts; now, barns 
and outdoor tents are all the rage. 

Of course, an airport wedding isn’t 
for everyone. Interested couples will 
have to be willing to contend with 
background noise from loud- 
speaker announcements and 
traffic from check-in 
and baggage claim on 
the first floor. Activity 
at BTV does slow to a 
crawl after peak hours, 
but Richards is adamant 
that all airport activity 
continue as usual through this wedding 
and any others that might follow. (He 
adds that the airport did not have to seek 
special permitting or zoning conditions 
to open as a wedding venue.) 



have to ask yourself — why would you get 
married in a barn?" 

Watson points out that many of the 
challenges that arise during barn wed- 
dings, such as lighting 
problems and limited 
electrical outlets, apply to 
airports as well; in both 

come with planning and 
creativity. “You can flip 
any space,” she says. “You 
have your wedding anywhere 

Whether the concept will take off, 
in BTV or elsewhere, remains to be 
seen. If it does, it could give a boost to 
Vermont's wedding industry — which 
already contributes a significant sum 





AS SOON AS I WALKED IN, 

I SAW THE WINDOWS, 

THE HIGH CEILINGS, AND 

I THOUGHT, IHIS IS II. 

JAMIE WALKER 


While an airport may be the last place 
some couples would want to tie the knot, 
there’s no denying the idea is novel. “I 
do think this could take off, because it's 
unique,” Watson says. “Vermont is such 
a wonderful environment, and there are 
so many couples looking for something 
different.” 

Richards, for his part, says he doesn’t 
see any reason weddings in his airport 
wouldn’t catch on. “For some people, 
it’s ‘Oh, I would never get married in an 
airport,’ right? Like, ‘Why would you get 
married in an airport?’ But I think you 


to tourism, according to Steve Cook, 
deputy commissioner of the Vermont 
Department of Tourism and Marketing. 
“The wedding industry is very strong in 
Vermont,” he notes. “Vermont is very 
unique in that it’s a four-season wed- 
ding destination.” 

As for the airport’s foray into the mar- 
riage industry, Cook won’t comment, since 
his department didn't take part in any 
stage of the planning. “But it’s an interest- 
ing idea,” he allows. “We’ll be interested in 
seeing how it comes together in the first 

For Walker, no airport but BTV would 
have made the short list “I wouldn't 
get married in an airport other than 
Burlington. This is my home," she says. 

Now, Walker and Mopa and their team 
are eagerly moving forward with wedding 
arrangements. And they’re steeling them- 
selves for another flurry of questions. 

“I would say half our guests have no 
idea, because our invitation goes out in 
two weeks,” Walker says. “So I think we’ll 
be getting a lot of phone calls.” © 
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The Start of 
Something Good 

Six committed couples look back on their first dates 



BY SEVEN DAYS STAFF 



W ho says people don’t date anymore? Sure, 
the formal dinner date has gone the way 
of the supper club, and couples today are 
more likely to “hang out” (and sometimes 
hook up) before they start to think of themselves as 
“dating." 

But ask any long-term pair about their first date, and 
stories of meet cutes and the resulting rendezvous come 
pouring out. Whether they enjoyed a traditional dinner- 
and-a-show or a talk fest over fast food, these couples 
knew early on that something was clicking. Their stories 
could renew your faith in the dating game. 

Natalie Miller 

and Nathan Hartswick 

Nathan Hartswick and Natalie Miller know when they 
got married — in September 2011, on the same day they 
launched a successful crowdfunding campaign for their 
business, Burlington’s Spark Arts. They know when 
Hartswick proposed, because he “spent six months 
planning an elaborate proposal weekend," says the actor- 
comedian. And they know they probably met during their 
Lyndonville school days, even though they don't remem- 
ber it, because one day Hartswick discovered Miller’s 
“fifth-grade chicken-scratch handwriting” in his yearbook. 
2 But their first date? It’s hard to put a date to it. 

S Back when Miller signed Hartswick’s yearbook, the 
> seven years between them were a gulf. Years later, when 
5 Miller was in her early twenties, she returned to the NEK 
§ from trying to kickstart a performing career in New York 
2 City and starred in a production of I Love You, You're 
1/1 Perfect, Now Change put on by her high school teacher. 
That happened to be Hartswick's mom, who enlisted him 

5 At the time, “I was in another relationship,” says Miller, 

g “So it wasn't really on my radar," Hartswick goes on. “I 
v thought she was cute and fun to be around. We just sort of 
o developed this friendship." 

o They didn’t start “dating" until both the musical and 
the other relationship had ended. So when was this first 
date, exactly? 

> One day, driving from her home in Lyndonville to his 
° in Burlington, the pair stopped at Rainbow Sweets in 
!“ Marshfield. “That's always an adventure," Miller says, 
i/i “And I remember I had chocolate cake and a Greek salad 
at the same time." 

“The cake is, like, this big," says Hartswick, 
demonstrating. 

Bakery owner Bill Tecosky — well known locally for 
„ his gift of gab — chatted them up. “We told him where we 
d were from,” Miller recalls, “and he made some joke and 
2 started making an elaborate story up about how we were 
•* having a tryst and meeting in the middle.” 


They weren’t really breaking any taboos, but because 
Miller had just recently broken up with her boyfriend, “it 
felt a little bit like that,” Hartswick says. “He [Tecosky] 
basically created a backstory on the spot for us. It was 
hilarious.” 

“I was so uncomfortable being there,” says Miller, who 
calls herself “wound up super-tight" in those days. 

That soon changed, as the pair found out how well 
they got along. Hartswick remembers that he’d sworn off 
dating women in their early twenties — “too much drama.” 
With Miller, however, “It so quickly became apparent that 
she was a down-to-earth person. It just felt easy." 

“We’re still like that. We just talk the whole time about 
everything,” Miller says. Once she moved to Burlington, 
“we hung out, like, every day, and that's kind of never 
stopped.” Today the two performers appear together at 
their classes, onstage with their improv troupe, even in 
Vermont Health Connect ad spots. 

Since that day at Rainbow Sweets when their relation- 
ship was still undefined, Hartswick says, “You’ve become 
a lot more secure in yourself.” 

Miller chuckles. ‘You think? 

MARGOT HARRISON 


Kristin and Jacob Albee 

“I don’t even remember it feeling cold,” Kristin Albee says 
of her first date in 2006 with Jacob Albee, now her hus- 
band. That’s even though it took place atop Mt. Philo. In 
January. On a sled. 

Fueled and warmed by whiskey-spiked hot chocolate, 
the couple capped off their first rendezvous by zipping 
down the central road at Mt. Philo State Park on a sled 
they’d hauled to the summit. “It was terrifying,” says 
Kristin with a smile. 

Jacob, a native Vermonter, jokes that he was less scared 
than his “flatlander” date, a Pennsylvania native. They 
agree, though, that the occasion was unique and memo- 
rable — so much so that they got engaged at the same spot, 
and have brought their young son, Axel, there on more 
than one occasion. 

Before sledding down from the peak, the pair sat there 
talking, watching peregrine falcons in flight and getting to 
know each other. “It was very easy and honest and fun,” 
says Jacob. “I don't feel like either one of us had any par- 
ticular agenda or put on any sort of mask.” 

The pair had met through Jacob’s jewelry making busi- 
ness after Kristin’s mother bought her one of his rings for 




is spare, tasteful and full of grace. Ken Anderson and 
Rebecca Hall really do make sweet music together. So the 
longtime couple’s first date had to have been something 
classically romantic, right? Perhaps a picnic in a rolling 
Vermont field, or an elegant dinner at a fine bistro? 

Nah. They went to White Castle. 

"She had never eaten there and feigned interest in 
going,” says Anderson, who says he had dropped by Hall's 
Hell’s Kitchen apartment to return a video he’d borrowed 
from her roommate. “We got to talking about double 
cheeseburgers, and I didn’t miss a beat.” 

“Classy!” says Hall. “I wasn’t even sure it was a date, 
exactly.” 

Date or not, Hall describes the dinner as “easygoing.” 
Anderson, however, chooses a different word. 

‘Indigestion,” he says. 

Greasy sliders aside, both Hall and Anderson say their 
chemistry and attraction were immediate. 

“We had the same sense of humor and liked a lot of the 
same things,” Hall says. “There was no awkwardness.” 

"I liked Rebecca all right, especially her gap-toothed 
smile,” says Anderson. “I always assume that everyone 
hates me, but she seemed more accommodating than 


I WASN'T EVEN SURE 


Jen and Bob Martin 

If all the world’s a stage, as Shakespeare 
wrote, then Jen and Bob Martin are 
having a pretty fantastic run. Sparks first 
flew between the theater-loving couple 11 
years ago, when both were cast in a pro- 
duction of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
He played Bottom, a character that 
famously wakes to find himself partially 
transformed into a donkey; she was a fairy 
court attendant. 


a birthday gift. When it turned out to have an imperfec- 
tion, Kristin brought it in for repair. 

Now, the couple co-owns Burlington's Jacob Albee 
Goldsmith — Jacob, 37, makes the jewelry and Kristin, 36, 
is the business manager. They have since expanded their 
family with a daughter, Nogi. But all they knew during 
their first date, says Jacob, is that "we would be having 
another date.” 

ETHAN DE SEIFE 


Ken Anderson and Rebecca Hall 

West Townsend-based duo Hungrytown are known for 
their beautiful folk suites, breezy songs that wind around 
easy melodies and gentle harmonies. Often featuring little 
more instrumentation than guitar and bass, their music 


IT WAS A DATE, EXACTLY 


Hall was not the only accommodating one. As their af- 
ternoon date turned to evening, the weather turned cold. 

“Ken saw that I was shivering and insisted on loaning 
me his jacket," says Hall. “I found this to be very romantic." 

Did that act of chivalry lead to a post-White Castle 
good-night smooch? 

“Yes, believe it or not,” says Hall. 

Hall and Anderson will enjoy their 20th wedding an- 
niversary in April. And it won’t be a complete surprise if 
White Castle is part of the celebration. 

“I’m happy to say that we have eaten at many White 
Castles since that time,” Anderson 
says. He adds, “However, we do tend 
to make more of a shindig about our 
anniversaries.” 

Might the couple do anything differ- 
ent if they do re-create that first date? 

“I’d bring a jacket,” Hall says. 

Says Anderson: “Maybe large fries?” 


Though their characters don’t interact much in the 
play itself, Jen and Bob frequently crossed paths back- 
stage. “We just got to talking before scenes," Jen says. “I 
think we actually occasionally got in trouble, because we 
were missing cues and not paying attention to what was 
going on.” 

Bob, too, remembers feeling a strong attraction right 
from the get-go. After the show wrapped, he asked Jen out 
on a date to see Romeo and Juliet, in which a friend was 
starring. The pair met up with friends for pizza, and the 
group went to the show together. “It was a nice, safe first 
date,” Bob says with a chuckle. 



All those just-getting-to-know-you, balcony-scene but- 
terflies the pair experienced during Midsummer persisted 
through their first-date evening in the audience of Romeo 
and Juliet. “It was really funny because the seats reclined 
based on body weight," Jen recalls. “It was really awkward 
on that first date, because he kept trying to put his arm 
around the chair, but I’m not as heavy as he was, so the 
reclining chairs were at different levels." 

After their official first date, both knew they were 
interested. But it took a while before either thought the 
words “the One.” 

“We’d been dating about six months to a year when 
I kind of realized she was the one," says Bob, who can’t 
pinpoint the recognition to a specific moment. 

Jen remembers having similar thoughts. But she knew 
something serious was up when she and Bob did their next 
show together: a date-rape simulation that the University 
of Vermont put on for student orientation. 

The group of actors divided up to perform the same 
date-rape scene for different crowds of incoming UVM 
freshmen, and Jen and Bob were in different groups. “I 
was so jealous!" Jen remembers. “Like, you’re snuggling 
up to some other girl. And I think he was the rapist.” 

Jen and Bob Martin tied the knot four years after their 
first date. 

XIAN CHIANG-WAREN 
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The Start of Something 
Good « P.35 

Stacy and Miro Weinberger 

It’s fair to say that Miro Weinberger met his now-wife, 
Stacy, because he wasn’t providing very good adult su- 
pervision on the playground. 

It was 1996, and Burlington’s future mayor had just 
left a job in Florida and was headed back to Vermont 
for grad school. En route, he spent a week couch surf- 
ing at the home of friends in Washington, D.C. 

"To be helpful while freeloading,” Miro recalls, “I 
agreed to take their 3-year-old, Lily, to her childcare.” 

"Nursery school,” interrupts Stacy, who worked at 
the school as a teacher. 

Miro showed up early that morning. He remembers 
allowing Lily to climb too high on the monkey bars, 
“which got me some attention on the playground." 

“My coteacher came down the hall and said, 'Stacy, 
there’s a cute guy here with Lily. You should get down 
there,"’ Stacy recalls. “A lot of my friends had met men 
through work, but the only men I met were 4-year-olds 
and dads.” 

Stacy and Miro chatted only briefly, but several 
parents remarked on their obvious chemistry and later 



suggested she ask him out. By the time Stacy confessed 
her interest in Miro to Lily's mom, he’d already left 

Several months later, when Miro was returning from 
a trip, he conveniently arranged his travels to bring him 
through D.C. again. Though he’d spoken to Stacy only 
for a few minutes, he says, “I thought there might be 
something there." 

In D.C., he again arranged to drop off Lily at pre- 
school, which Stacy found highly suspicious. She asked 
him out that day, and the two met later for nachos in a 


restaurant in northwestern D.C., then went out to play 

To kill time while waiting for a pool table to open 
up, Miro broke out a deck of cards. Stacy admitted the 
only game she knew was casino, which her grandfather 
had taught her. Coincidentally, Miro’s grandfather had 
taught him that game, too. He agreed to play but chal- 
lenged Stacy to “make it interesting." The loser had to 
buy the winner dinner the following night. 


WE HAD OUR SECOND DATE 
PLANNED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF OUR FIRST DATE. 

STACY WEINBERGER 


“So we had our second date planned in the middle of 
our first date,” Stacy recalls. “Sure enough, I ended up 
buying him dinner.” 

Did Stacy know on their first date that Miro was a 
go? She nods and smiles. And, yes, he got a good-night 

“I’d gone on a lot of mediocre first dates and not- 
so-interesting second dates, and often I felt like I’d 
rather be with my friends,” Stacy notes, turning to her 
husband. “But you made a good first impression.” 

“As did you,” he agrees. 

Fast-forward four years. Miro and Stacy were mar- 
ried in 2000 at an art museum on Long Island. Their 
flower girl? Lily. 

Now, Burlington’s First Couple have two adopted 
girls of their own, Li Lin and Ada. 

KEN PICARD 


Kirsten Fricke 
and Christina Olstad 

Kirsten Fricke and Tina Olstad agree on a lot of things: 
that they first met at a University of Vermont Women’s 
Center barbecue in 2008, that their immediate attrac- 
tion was mutual, and that their first actual date was at 
Radio Bean. Or at least, it started there. Impressions of 
that occasion vary only slightly. Olstad calls it “exhilarat- 
ing." Fricke says it was “exciting." This despite the fact 
that, she says, “a couple of Tina's friends ‘happened’ to 
stop by and say hello. I guess Tina needed outside con- 
firmation about me before we could have a second date!” 

The date kind of morphed into hanging out all 
day. “We went to the [Bailey/Howe] library to study 
together," Fricke recalls. “So nerdy, but we were both 
in school." After that, there was “dinner at an Indian 
restaurant,” adds Olstad. 

The chemistry was strong, and they were eager to 
see each other again, yet neither woman was sure the 
other was the One — yet. 

“I knew Tina was someone very special, and I was 
very excited to get to know her better,” says Fricke. 
Olstad says virtually the same thing. “The date went 
really well. I was excited to go out again.” 

The women waited a couple of weeks for their 
first kiss. But they've been inseparable since. They 
graduated from UVM — Fricke in 2010 with an MEd, 
Olstad in 2012 with an EdD — and now live and work 
in Baltimore, Md. The couple has been together five 
and a half years and tied the knot two years after that 
first date — in August 2010 at Kingsland Bay State Park. 
It was little more than a year after Vermont legalized 
same-sex marriage. 

Fricke and Olstad say they haven't returned to Radio 
Bean for anniversaries — although once they went to 
the adjacent restaurant, ;Duino! (Duende). But, says 
Fricke, “Since we no longer live in Burlington, our 
special trips to Vermont usually involve trips to Penny 
Cluse — our favorite restaurant in the world!” 

JENELLE ROBERGE 
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180 Main Street Burlington 
(802) 864-7786 
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 
oldgoldvermont.com 
Instagram/oldgoldvt 
Facebook/Old Gold 


Have ya 


Letters 
of the Law 

Same-sex married couples reflect on the path to legal recognition 


B efore blogger Gary Russell and 
I moved to Vermont, we used to 
lie about our relationship. Oh, 
not to hide it. Persons who want 
such a thing to stay private do not invite 
family, friends and fellow members of their 
faith to their wedding. They do not write 
a column about their big day and publish 
it in a widely read newspaper. They would 
not accept a generous offer of free profes- 
sional video and photography of the event. 

We did all those things. But the year we 
married in a Nichiren Buddhist ceremony, 
1996, was the same year the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) bullied its way 



through the U.S. House and Senate. This 
new law defined marriage in a way that 
had nothing to do with consenting adults, 
love or commitment. Instead, it demanded 
that our country recognize only marriages 
in which an M and an F are involved. So, 
with Gary being an M and myself like- 
wise an M, we married the same year we 
were legislatively told we were not really 
married. 

For the next 17 years, our speech would 
be compelled under the implicit Uth com- 
mandment DOMA created: Thou Shalt Lie. 

Sometimes I would engage in minor 
and ineffectual civil disobedience by 
adding asterisks and notes to forms asking 
me about my marital status. I would orally 
answer such questions with “Well, not 
legally.’’ But many times I shamefully went 
along with the unadorned prevarication 


of “single" — for instance, when filing tax 
forms, which ironically require a signature 
attesting you are not committing perjury 
under penalty of law. 

Montpelier children’s librarian Linden 
de Voil and community boatbuilder 
Simon de Voil never had to lie about their 
marriage. 

She — Linden — is an F, and he — 
Simon — is an M. It says so on their birth 
certificates. Since their own big day, they 
have enjoyed the privilege of that special 
combination of letters. But they feel some 
affinity for our plight, because Simon was 
assigned an F at birth. 



Simon recognized this error at an early 
age, and its correction is documented in 
the 2005 film Funny Kinda Guy. By the 
time Linden and Simon met, the original 
F had been replaced by an M. They could 
marry without the hurdle of a nonap- 
proved combination of letters. 

Things would have been different if 
Simon still bore the mark of F. “We could 
have been the exact same people in the 
exact same relationship," Linden says. 
“But if he came from a country where they 
wouldn't change the F to M, we wouldn't 
be sitting here." 

To be fair, Linden speculates, she might 
not have fallen for Simon when the F iden- 
tified him. Not because of the letter itself, 
but because of how awkward and uncom- 
fortable he was in his own body when that 
designation was forced upon him. 


“One of the things that makes me love 
Simon,” Linden says now, “is how comfort- 
able he is in his own skin.” 

Whether M or F, Simon would still be 
the same person, the same self, the same 
unified body of cells combined to create 
a unique human being. Yet so much ado 
is made about those letters. Talking about 
the surreal experience of first starting to 
pass for M, Simon says: 

“You'd be in a restaurant with your 
girlfriend, and people would look over and 
smile, because you were [a] young couple ... 
in love ... People were aware of you, would 
give you eye contact and would include 



you.” This was a sharp contrast with the 
treatment Simon had experienced in a 
same-sex relationship: “The restaurant 
would ignore you, and if there was another 
dyke couple that were older, they would 
ignore you, because they wouldn't want to 
draw attention to you." 

Nancy Schulz is executive director 
of the Vermont Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Coalition. She and her spouse have always 
been Fs, both on paper and by perception. 

An F and F fared no better than an M 
and M under DOMA. So these Vermonters 
have committed to each other more than 
once, each time confirming their status as 
two Fs in love. Each commitment granted 
them a legal status that came closer to 
matching the reality. 

That process wasn’t without trials 
and tribulations. Schulz and her partner 




witnessed firsthand the ugly debate that 
occurred in Vermont before civil unions, 
let alone legal marriages, could take 

“[There were a] lot of bothersome 
comments being vocalized,” Schulz says. 
“On the radio, on television, in the 
Statehouse, on the streets of 
Vermont ... everywhere you 
went during that period 
in the late '90s when the 
debate was hot and heavy.” 

Ugliness of a different 
sort tainted their civil t 
itself, when they discovered 
that just because state law says this or that 
does not mean people are OK with this or 
that 

A few months after Vermont approved 
civil unions, Schulz and her partner had 
their ceremony at a camp in the Northeast 
Kingdom. It was a “quiet thing [out on the 
water],” Schulz says, “with just the minis- 
ter ... our friend who took some pictures 
and the two of us.” 



recalls — regardless of what their hearts 
said they were. 

In 2013, the Supreme Court of the 
United States struck down Section 3 of 
DOMA, giving the states freedom to decide 
what marriage is. The federal government 
will go along with that deci- 
sion, recognizing couples 
married under state law as, 
well, married. This return 
to the pre-DOMA status 
quo has ignited a flurry 
of ongoing legal battles in 
several of the 30-plus states that cur- 
rently have marriage amendments. 

Schulz says she hopes 2014 tax time 
will be more in line with the couple’s 
otherwise fiscally uncomplicated lives. 
IRS publication Revenue Ruling 2013-17 
makes it clear that, for federal tax pur- 
poses, DOMA is no more. 

The couple will get another vital new 
right, too. Given that Schulz is 58 and 
her spouse 62, “being able to collect your 
spouse's Social Security, should your 


They signed the guest book just as they spouse die, is important to us,” she says. 


had when they visited the camp the pre- 
vious year. Only this time, of course, they 
mentioned the ceremony. 

According to Schulz, the owners of 
the camp expressed their “not OK” in a 


On the Social Security Administration's 
same-sex couples web page, the survivor 
benefits of same-sex spouses appear to 
be favorably addressed, but information 
about other benefits remains unavailable. 



“scathing” letter that claimed the pair 
had “made a mockery of them [and] went 
behind their backs to do this." It further 
mentioned bringing in a priest to purify 
the camp, “as if,” Schulz says, “we had had 
a wild bacchanalian festival.” 

But time passes, and the sky hasn’t 
fallen. 

Nearly 10 years later, the debate on 
allowing same letters to marry was more 
civil, and in 2009 the state of Vermont 
made it so. 

Schulz and her partner's second cer- 
emony, a legal marriage in Vermont, was 
recognized at the state but not the federal 
level. They had to lie a little on their taxes, 
file multiple times and recompute to sat- 
isfy DOMA’s Thou Shalt Lie command. 
“The federal government saw us as two 
single women [and] the state of Vermont 
saw us as a legally united couple,” Schulz 


As the time of this writing, SSA regional 
communications director Roberto Medina 
had not yet responded to my inquiries. 

Bureaucratic slowness notwithstand- 
ing, the forecast is clear. 

Gary and I now live in Vermont, home 
of granite, maple syrup and true-blue 
values. In 2013, we got married married. 
We, like Schulz and her spouse, are still 
figuring out what this new-to-us legal 
recognition means going forward. 

I recently called GEICO and changed 
my status to “married,” which netted me 
a small discount on auto insurance. More 
importantly, I didn't get questioned, chal- 
lenged or otherwise told my marriage 
didn’t count. 

I simply reported that I am married, 
speaking the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. 

Imagine that. © 



KATHY 
& COMPANY 
FLOWERS 

221 Colchester Ave. 
Burlington I 863-7053 
kathyo 


Free Champlain Chocolate 
sampler box worth 
Valentine's deliveries sent 
out by Wednesday the 1 2th 

We also cany balloons, stuffed animals and plants. 




HORSE 

BOARDING 

and Training at 
Cottonwood Stables 

Give the gift of horses 
this Valentine's Day! 

SPECIAL BUY 
3 LESSONS, GET 10% OFF 


www.cottonwoodstablesvt.com 
www; wendypowersriding.com 
JJ”4 Mallets Bay Ave. Colchester 
or call Wendy $61,301.1864 


Adirondack n 
Audiology 

802.31 6.4602 


Body Double 

Can Burlington couples get closer through bodywork? 



BY SARAH TUFF 

O n a Saturday afternoon in 
Shelburne, my husband, 
Carlton, and I are tangled up on 
a tapestry-covered futon, but not 
for an “afternoon delight." For one thing, 
we’re fully clothed — albeit stripped down 
to T-shirts and workout pants in the 75- 
degree room at Yoga Roots. And we’re not 
alone. Practitioner Kristin Borquist is on 
her knees, instructing my husband on how 
to “stir my femur in my pelvic socket.” 

Gulp. We're working our way through a 
couples' coaching class in Thai bodywork, 
which Borquist has described to me as a 
"potent, kind, sometimes silly, sometimes 
serious and surprisingly informative way 
to connect with a partner.’’ Having experi- 
enced Thai bodywork with her in the past, 
I was curious to learn about the couples 

My husband and I are both avid ath- 
letes, but after 10-plus years of marriage 
and two young kids, we rarely get a chance 
to slow down. So, I asked him, why not 
try a different kind of togetherness? I 
tossed out suggestions for couples’ facials 
at Stoweflake Mountain Resort & Spa and 
couples' quartz treatments at Cynthea’s 
Spa in Burlington. Carlton was most in- 
trigued when I pitched him this two-hour 
session of ‘Thai massage." 


Borquist’s bodywork is no disrobe-and- 
relax-into-la-la-land massage. It’s a work- 
out for each of us as we take turns learning 
the sequences. “Palming the feet” helps 
begin the relaxation process, while single- 
leg traction releases the neck and shoul- 
ders. The “femur stirring” is part of a hip 
rotation. “Collarbones wide" feels like I am 


trying to spread Carlton’s wings by reach- 
ing under his (very broad) shoulder blades. 
A chest-opening move involves placing 
Carlton’s feet just under my scapula. 

Funny? Yes. But the more we talk to and 
learn from Borquist, the more we discover 
how Thai bodywork can be the foundation 
of a happy marriage. 






BORQUIST'S BODYWORK 
IS NO DISROBE-AND- 
RELAX-INTO-LA-LA- 
> . LAND MASSAGE. 

IT'SAWORKOUT 
FOB EACH OF US. 


| | Carving out time from busy schedules 
§ is as simple as “learning how to stretch 
| out together after a ski or bike or hike,” 
a explains Borquist (speaking our athletes’ 
a language), “or [to] unwind from a stressful 
| day.” Thai bodywork can also be as tanta- 
S lizingly complex as finding “new ways to 
| expand intimacy." 

= Besides doing bodywork with indi- 
| viduals and community classes, Borquist 
8 has moonlighted as a wedding official 
I and writer of custom ceremonies; both 
those experiences inspired her to create 
Couples Thai Coaching. She'll officially 
launch the workshops on Valentine’s Day, 
and will make house calls to help couples 
initiate a home-based practice. Since it can 
be hard to remember positions in the, uh, 
heat of the moment, Borquist writes down 
sequences and even videotapes sessions for 
partners. 

“Ten minutes and it will change 


everything,” Borquist promises us after 
Carlton remarks that he feels better blood 
flow already. “Your athletic performance 
will go up, and your stress level will go 

Indeed, after learning a few simple 
movements — including “hand palming” 
and “ear magic” — with Borquist's gentle 
guidance, Carlton and I leave feeling more 
connected, and committed to trying Thai 
bodywork at home. 

OK, so he’s been traveling for work every 
day since, and we're about to embark on our 
next adventure — camping and skiing at 
Stowe’s Stone Hut But after that, for sure, 
we'll be ready to try our new Thai twist ® 

INFO 





JAY ^ PEAK Presents 

NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 

MARCH 6TH / FOEGER BALLROOM / 7:00PM 

General Admission: $55 / VIP Admission: $100 
More information or to purchase: 

jaypeakresort.com/Events or 802.327.2154 
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USASA RAIL JAM 

FEBRUARY 8TH / LZ TERRAIN PARK 

Join USASA and Burton Experience Snowboarding 

for an all ages Rail Jam. 


For rates and schedule or to 

register online: 

| 802.327.2154 • jaypeakresort.com/Events 




Dinner for Two at Alice’s Table 

Enjoy a 5-course meal tor just $85 per couple. 


The Comedy Divas Anti-Valentine’s Day Show 

$10/ Show starts at 8pm in the Foeger Ballroom. We all love Valentine’s Day, but there's 
also a small part in all of us that can find something to mock about the mushy holiday. 

Valentine’s Kids-Night-Out 

$60 per child. Includes sugar cookie decorating, 2 hours in the Pump House 
Indoor Waterpark and Arcade, make-your-own sundaes and a movie. 


VALENTINE'S DAY LODGING DEAL 

Includes lodging, Valentine’s dinner for two at Alice's Table, and 2 tickets to the 
Anti-Valentine’s Comedy Show. 

,, *199 For two people. 

Packages including lift tickets and/or waterpark passes also available. 


DETAILS AT: jaypeakresort.com/Valentines or call 802.988.261 1 




125 COLLEGE STREET 

BIKUHCTON.VT* 862-2233 


Secrets and Lies 


Theater review: Other Desert Cities, Vermont Stage Company 

BY ALEX BROWN 



I t's Christmas Eve at the luxurious 
Palm Springs home of Polly and 
Lyman Wyeth, and the whole family 
is gathered. Like most families, this 
one has its philosophical fault lines that 
can rupture at any moment. Mom and Dad 
are so staunchly conservative that Lyman 
was once chair of the GOP, and Polly 
picks up life lessons from personal friend 
Nancy Reagan. Polly’s sister, Silda, is 
still carrying the liberal 
torch lit during her 
Jewish upbringing, 
an origin Polly has 


conveniently forgotten. Left-wing daugh- 
ter Brooke is a novelist pursuing art, while 
brother Trip is a TV producer pandering 
to America's affection for brain-numbing 
entertainment. 

These people beg for an observer to pi- 
geonhole them, but playwright Jon Robin 
Baitz seems to dare us to peg his characters 
correctly. There is more to them than their 
affiliations or attributes, and he sets up 
rich contrasts between their actions 
and their words. In Vermont 
Stage Company’s nicely pol- 


Desert Cities, the fine ensemble cast tells a 
witty, compassionate and surprising story 
of family relationships. 

Brooke has picked up her life after a 
nervous breakdown by performing what 
she considers a therapeutic and artistically 
vital act: She’s written a family memoir 
centering on her late older brother’s youth- 
ful political rebellion, which spiraled into 
drug use and violent protest. In Brooke’s 
account, the parents are the bad guys; 
their emotional and political rigidity drove 
Henry to suicide, and she uses this family 
drama to illuminate America’s cultural pa- 
thology. The book is about to be published, 
and Brooke wants to prepare her family. 

Polly and Lyman, by contrast, want to 
seal up that part of their past forever. The 
conflict that ensues leaves Trip juggling his 
allegiances and Silda cheering on Brooke, 
while Polly fulminates and Lyman sim- 
mers. The stakes rise even higher when 
family secrets come to light, and actions 
taken with the best intentions have damag- 
ing consequences. 

Baitz has fashioned an emotional slalom 
course that zigzags between affection and 
aggression. Director Mark Alan Gordon 
emphasizes the comedy and counters its 
acidity' with calm, offhand physical contact 
between the actors. In other words, he 
shows us a family whose members simul- 
taneously test and love each other. 

The warmth Gordon draws from his 
actors is designed to make us care about 
them, no matter where we stand on the po- 
litical spectrum. By letting the verbal stabs 
land without much laceration, Gordon 
keeps the focus on the play’s humor and 
shows that this family knows how to heal 
as much as hurt. This production empha- 
sizes the characters instead of the dramatic 
conflict but still delivers the complex psy- 
chological story in Baitz’s script 

Karen Lefkoe has measured, cut and 
wrapped herself in Polly's style, which 
might be termed California imperial 
casual. From hairstyle to stage movement, 
she conveys privilege and assurance in a 
performance of true grandeur. Her Polly’s 
imperturbable confidence means we can't 
quite hate her; as maddening as her opin- 
ions may be, Lefkoe shows the courage 
and perseverance that make this character 



admirable. And she goes beyond brittle, 
shrill strength to catch Polly’s warmth and 
vulnerability. 

Eva Gil, as Brooke, is adept at the 
comedy and cunning in her ability to 
deflect the family’s slings and arrows. 
When her mother dishes out a dig at her 
writing career or politics, Gil has Brooke 
pretty much shelter in place — she nei- 
ther cringes nor explodes, but instead 
answers with wit 
that's never laced with 
anger. Gil’s Brooke 

control, and too fresh 
from her breakdown 
to risk real rage. Her 
liveliness onstage, and 
especially her banter 
with her brother, read 
authentically. 

Bill Carmichael’s 
Lyman is perfectly 
convincing as a former 

assurance and good 
looks have just a bit of 
ham sprinkled on top. 

Carmichael captures 
Lyman's nonstick af- 
fability, and when he projects his Daddy’s 
Little Girl rays on Brooke, it’s done so 
thoughtfully that we know he's learned 
from her not to push too hard. Carmichael 
is endearing as he shows genuine affection 
for everyone in the family, ready to tune 
out their sharp tongues and bask in their 
presence. 

As Trip, Justin Quackenbush has a 
consistently cheerful presence, filling the 
role with a bubbling mix of repartee and 
irreverence. He may be an adult, but the 
family seems to equate producing an idiotic 
TV show with never growing up, and Trip 
plays along. Still, the viewer begins to sus- 
pect Trip is quite good at his job, and it's a 
mistake to write him off. Quackenbush is 
playful and alert in every scene, quick to 
spot tension and find a new way to defuse it 

Dana Block tackles Silda without 
camping up her alcoholism relapse and 
subsequent recovery, or her black-sheep 
status. Her barbs come through, but Block 
avoids jockeying for attention. Her Silda 


isn’t quite the ticking time bomb that 
Baitz might have intended, but instead 
maintains a slightly dreamy connection 
with the proceedings. Her restraint lets 
her capture both the easy laughs and the 

Having designed a small, in-the-round 
set, Jeff Modereger has little space with 
which to work, but he produces elegant 
notes of opulence. The white palette 
makes a clever connec- 
tion between luxury 
and emptiness. 

The lighting design 
by Jeffrey Salzberg is 
tied more closely to 
mood than to space. 
When it works to am- 
plify the family drama 
through a black-light 
glow or a sudden 
transition, it demands 
a little too much at- 
tention. But Salzberg 
generally supports the 
production style well. 

Cora Fauser's 
costumes beautifully 
delineate the charac- 
ters. Polly and Lyman 
are dressed so perfectly, you either want 
to worship their wealth or tear them 
to pieces. Trip's ironic and irreverent 
costumes give him just the right hipster, 
capable-of-anything look. 

Gordon has helped this cast mesh into 
an ensemble capable of conveying the 
intricacies of family communication. They 
make the comic dialogue positively sing, 
and reveal deep relationships founded 
on love but challenged by past events. 
The play, a finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama, is a beautiful mix of wit, 
character and storytelling. A family secret 
makes one terrific stage trapdoor. © 



moot Stage Company. Through February 16. 
Wednesdays through Saturdays. 7:30 p.m.: 


IN THIS NICELY POLISHED 
PRODUCTION, 

THE FINE ENSEMBLE 
CAST TELLS A WITTY, 
COMPASSIONATE AND 
SURPRISING STORY 

OF FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. 






www.citymarket.coop/we-heart-local 


While supplies last, everyone who enters the recipe competition or 
purchases a $1 Heart will receive a 2-for-l voucher good for 
skiing and riding this season it JAY ^ PEAK 





Secluded Supper 

Feasting at Killington's Ledgewood Yurt 


S ki area chefs have to be excep- 
tionally nimble when it comes 
to feeding their guests. From 
family-friendly nachos, chili 
and chicken fingers to the high-end 
dinners expected by urbanites at day’s 
end, they have a lot of culinary ground 

Still, until a few weeks ago, I’d 
never heard of a resort dining experi- 
ence even remotely akin to Ledgewood 
Yurt. During a reception at Killington 
Ski Resort's new Peak Lodge, food and 
beverage manager Scott Harrison de- 
scribed it as a “Mongolian yurt" with 
five-course meals, nestled in the woods 
and accessible only by a 15-minute sleigh 
ride. I pictured a tent strewn with col- 
orful tapestries and rugs, the sound of 
horse-head fiddles wafting from inside. 
Whatever the reality, I had to go. Even 
for Killington — practically its own mini 
ski metropolis, with every variety of 
eatery on site or close by — this sounded 
wild and exotic. 

I reserved a date weeks in advance 
— dinner is only served at the yurt 
on Friday and Saturday nights — and 
counted down the days. 

When the appointed Friday night 
arrived, my date and I wended our way 
through the labyrinthine Snowshed 
Lodge and found our 30 fellow diners 
sipping spiked hot apple cider. As the 
sleigh must leave promptly at 6:30 p.m., 
the staff tries to gather everyone early in 
the Vermont Fresh Cafe. 

We filed outside and trudged up a 
small hill to the waiting sleigh, which 
was tethered to a snowcat. Once all were 
seated on the sleigh’s benches and nes- 
tled under woolen blankets, the snowcat 
rumbled to life. 

The icy air whipped our faces as we 
chugged up the wide, dark Snowshed 
trail, lift chairs frozen overhead and the 
lights of Killington scattered below. The 



ride could border on unpleasant when 
the temperature dips into the teens, but 
this night we were blessed with a rela- 
tively balmy 28 degrees. 

About 10 minutes into the ride, the 
snowcat banked left and entered the 
woods on a much smaller trail. Pine 
boughs closed in overhead. Moments 
later, the Ledgewood Yurt came into 
view: a round, tentlike oasis slightly 
sunk into the snow and sparkling with 
tiny white lights. 

We filed up the steps to the deck and 
into a round room with canvas walls; 
it was roughly 20 paces wide, and a 
woodstove along one side made the 


place very toasty. The tables pushed 
against the walls — fitted with pewter 
plates, tankards and flickering taper 
candles — looked medieval. A bar 
on one side of the room was strewn 
with more white lights, and the yurt’s 
wooden beams soared above us almost 
protectively. 

Once we shed our coats, it was in- 
teresting to see how the other diners 
had interpreted the concept of fine 
dining in the woods. Most of us were in 
smart-casual getups anchored by snow 
boots, though one woman wore a string 
of pearls, and a twentysomething guy 
sported a navy blazer. 


No two-tops were to be had here; ev- 
eryone was seated at tables of four or six, 
so strangers quickly became acquainted. 
“Well, here we are,” said Michael Joseph, 
a member of Killington’s media staff and 
our escort of sorts. 

This is the Ledgewood Yurt’s first 
season on the Northbrook Trail, Joseph 
said. It used to operate in an even more 
remote location on Bear Mountain but 


More food after the 
classifieds section, page 45 


FOOD LOVER? ® 


GET YOUR FILL ONLINE- 


t SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 

CONNECT TO M.SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 




= More rood before the classifieds section, page a: GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 
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French Twist 

CAFE PROVENCE CHEF TAKES 
OVER WATERBURY RESTAURANT 
The Wandering Moose Cafe 
is no longer. French stews, 
pastries and wines will soon 
replace it inside Waterbury’s 
best western plus when its 
restaurant reopens as cafe 

PROVENCE ON BLUSH HILL 

If the name sounds 
familiar, that's for a reason: 
Chef Robert barral. owner of 
Brandon's cafe provence, is 
the force behind this second 
outpost. 


"It will be 10 years [that 
I’ve run Cafe Provence] 
in July, and I was so ready 
for something new. When 
this opportunity came up, I 
couldn’t turn it down,” says 
French-born Barral, who 
lived in Waterbury when he 
was executive chef of the new 

ENGLAND CULINARY INSTITUTE. 

“It's a bit like going back 
home.” 

While Barral owns the 
new business, ittai azoulay, 
his current sous-chef, will 
move to Waterbury to 
oversee its kitchen while 
Barral continues to helm the 
Brandon restaurant. Azoulay 
will bring with him many 
of Cafe Provence’s recipes, 
including the restaurant's 
famous seafood stew over 
saffron risotto. 


The new menu should 
be in place by late February, 
when the staff plans to host a 
series of friends-and-family 
events before opening to the 
public in early March. “It's 
a menu that will follow the 
seasons,” Barral says. 

The bar will offer French 

list anchored by the private- 
label wines Barral's family 
makes in France’s Languedoc 
region. They include a rose, 
a Syrah-Cabemet Franc 
blend, a Chardonnay and a 
Sauvignon Blanc. 

tapped by melissa 
moore, who 
took over as the 
hotel's general 
manager last 
year. “We have 
this very quaint 
little restaurant, 
but it never 
seemed to get 
enough ‘oomph’ 
behind it,” Moore 
explains. Now, 
she says, “We’re 
really excited. 

It’s exactly what 
we need here, 
excellent food 
at a reasonable 
price point.” 

The hotel has lightly 
renovated the 62-seat space 
in anticipation of the switch. 
Cafe Provence will be open 
for dinner six days a week, 
with brunch on Sunday. 


Pie by Any 
Other Name 

BITE ME PIZZA REOPENS AS 
PANACEA PIZZA 

Burlington’s Bite Me Organic 
Pizza has been resurrected, 
albeit under a new name: 

PANACEA PIZZA. 

eric heise and his girl- 
friend, julia kent, “spiffed 
up” the pizzeria’s interior 
and reopened the funky 
spot on January 31, a few 



The Sweet Life 

DOLCE VT PULLS INTO BURLINGTON 
The weather outside may be frightful, but that isn't 
keeping a delightful new food truck from feeding 
Burlington, dolce vt is now serving in front of Pine 
Street’s artsriot on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. According to 
chef-owner stefano cicirello, the days and hours may 
expand as word gets out about his business. He may 
even start serving weekend brunch. 

Cicirello isn’t a new face on the Burlington 
food-truck scene. He and his sister, susie ely. debuted 
their truck at ArtsRiot’s south end food truck stop 
in September, not long before the end of the Friday 
night event's season. Dolce VT also served food at a 
number of autumn events, including the Champlain 
Mini Maker Faire. 

Despite the cold weather, Cicirello says, “I wanted 
to get out there. I had a food truck in my driveway!” 
Following a few repairs, the big black truck is back up 
and running, ready to sweeten up the South F.nd again. 



Cicirello explains that the name comes from the 
business' origins as a dessert truck and reflects his 
background in sweets. Before moving to Burlington, 
the Bennington native was pastry chef at Manchester 
fine-dining destination the reluctant panther inn & 
restaurant. He originally devoted the truck solely 
to pastries, but “I realized pretty quickly I couldn’t 
really make that much off $4 croissants,” he says. 

Despite Dolce VT’s Italian name, Cicirello calls its 
cuisine “internationally influenced with Asian flair.” 
Still, his roots show in menu items including arancini 
and truffle-scented fries, both served with herb aioli. 
Last week, the “Asian flair” appeared in the form of 
quick-pickled veggies on a chicken sandwich. The 
fried thigh was flavored with spicy chipotle and 
honey and served on a crusty ciabatta roll. Dessert 
options included a fried apple pie and coconut 
macaroons. 

As the truck’s popularity grows, expect to see more 
ambitious sweet offerings, too. Cicirello says crois- 
sants and panna cotta will soon land on the rotating 
bill of fare. 


Explore the cuisine 
of Italy here in Vermont 



126 COLLEGE ST., BURLINGTON 
802.863.S200 
WWW.LAMANTE.COM 


REGIONAL DINNER SERIES 
KICKS OFF FEBRUARY 4 


Tuesday to Friday 

3 courses for $35 

2/4-2/7 Sicily 
2/1 1-2/1 3 Umbria 

(not available on 2/14) 

2/18-2/21 Piedmont 
2/25-2/28 Emilia-Romagna 
3/ 4-3/7 Tuscany 
Visit 

WWW.LAMANTE.COM 

, for details , 


“le, 


Wine Bar 
& 

Wine Shop 

Salumi, cheese, 
beer, cocktails, 
great selection 
of wines in the 
retail shop. 



BAR & SHOP 

Drink Shop I .earn 


126 College St., Burlington 
vinbarvt.com 

Wine Shop Mon-Sat from 1 1 
Wine Bar Mon-Sat from 4 




food 


Food and Bar 
Catering 

for both off premise and 
in house events 

sh 

Private event space located in Colchester just off exit 1 16 





Heheanat Vi/uier a! 


Unlimited flatbread. salad, & 
chocolate pizza for dessert. 
'—Wine and local beer on tap! 


FLATBREAD PIZZA 

PRIVATE PARTIES 


AUGUST FIRST BAKERY 

149 South Champlain St.. Burlington 

Contact Us! friends@augustfirstvt com 
www.augustfirstvt.com 

( 802 ) 540-0060 


Secluded Supper « i 



was moved so staff could serve ski-in, cleansed my palate. This was a promis- 
ski-out lunches of soups, lobster salads ing start. 

and smoked-meat sandwiches. (This Each “experience” followed in the 
explained the tables on the yurt’s ex- same vein. Chef Greg Lang clearly en- 
pansive deck.) The lunches have been joyed layering sweet, smoky and fatty 
popular, but the yurt is primarily known flavors, and each dish showed a playful 
for its five-course dinners. sensibility. Where the first course was 

The servers filled our pewter cups briny and light, the second was in- 


with water, set down bas- 
kets of warm bread, and 
delivered wine and cock- 
tails. The Vermont Maple 
Shake I ordered was a 
pint-size blend of milk, 
local maple vodka and 
Sapling Vermont Maple 
Liqueur; the glass had an 
alluring smoked-sugar 
rim. I took a swig and felt 
as if I were starting with 
dessert. 

In short order, the 
first course — or “First 
Experience,” as the menu 
deems it — arrived at 
our table. To be honest, 
I wasn't expecting the 
moon. The yurt's setting 
is so rare in itself that 
I'd wondered if the food 
might be an afterthought. 

That assumption 


I FEUUKE 
THE CHEF HAD 
TAKEN US ALL 
ON A FLAVOR 


first bite of succulent lobster l 
kissed by a blood-orange-honey-truffle 
sauce — was tender and super-fresh, a 
dose of buttery goodness. Along with a 
cloudlike sunchoke puree, bits of chan- 


tensely earthy: Salty, silky 
slices of duck “bacon” 
were fanned out on a plate 
beside an intense, salty- 
sweet jam of caramelized 
shallots and red wine. 
A dusting of fleur de sel 
added texture and — well, 
more saltiness. And what 
was that luxe-y flavor 
lurking in the dish? Hello, 
white truffle oil. 

The third course was a 
sort of intermezzo, a rela- 
tively traditional plate 
of Vermont Creamery 
Cremont, salted almonds, 
black fig preserves 
and crunchy wafers of 
lavash made with the 
spent mash from Long 
Trail Brewing Company 
Imperial Pumpkin Ale. I 
wrong. My dragged all of it through a tiny puddle 


terelle mushrooms and microgreens, it intensified i 


of orange-blossom honey. 

These comparatively petite 
courses were trumped by the largesse 
of the fourth: a fist-size hunk of beef 
tenderloin whose 50 days of wet aging 









GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


II side dishes 


months after Heise took over 
the business from previous 
owner jack O'Brien. Heise says 
the new business has a differ- 
ent staff, but he's chosen to 
hold on to O'Brien’s recipes 
and menu, including quirky 
pie names such as "Mia 
Wants This Right Now” and 
“Homage to Goats." 

Panacea Pizza, at 457 St. 
Paul Street, is open for take- 
out and delivery daily from 4 
to 10 p.m. 


Hot Entrees 

ELUSIVE MOOSE DEBUTS IN 
WAITSFIELD; ITALIAN COMES 
TO JOHNSON 

Waitsfield's elusive moose pub 
& eatery isn’t so shy anymore. 
After more than a week of 
soft-opening meals, it will 


open officially this Thursday 
or Friday, says ginger locke, 
who owns the restaurant 
with husband martin. 

And, Ginger Locke contin- 
ues, the Mad River Valley 
is greeting the restaurant 
with open arms. “It’s insane, 
but it’s all good-insane, so 
I’m not complaining,” she 
says. The pub side of the 
two-sided eatery serves 
dinner from Tuesday 
through Sunday. The cafe 
offers breakfast and lunch 
Thursday through Sunday. 

Executive chef chris 
harmon, a longtime cook at 
the Balsams Grand Resort 
Hotel in New Hampshire, 
created the menu, which 
Locke describes as “casual 
food with a twist.” Locke 
says the most popular dish so 


far is a kurobuta pork shank 
braised in apple cider and 
served over grits. The house- 
ground short-rib-and-brisket 
burger “is kicking butt,” she 
adds. So are salads, including 
one made with curly endive, 
smoked salmon and dill in a 
mustard vinaigrette. 

Locke says it’s important 
to her to keep prices low. 

The burger is $9, while a big 
breakfast including eggs, 
choice of meat, toast and 
home fries rings up at $6.50. 


A big change hit Johnson 
this week. On January 21, 
chris ferguson and girlfriend 
allison tafuri, formerly of the 

BREWSTER RIVER PU8 & BREWERY, 

purchased the Hub Pizzeria 
& Pub. The pair reopened the 
spot on Tuesday evening as 

DOWNTOWN PIZZERIA & PUB. 

Ferguson says his goal is 
to return the restaurant to 
the status of a destination for 
comfort food and live music 


that it enjoyed when he was 
manager under original 
owner ernie borseluno. 

Downtown Pizzeria is 
even using Borsellino’s crust 
recipe. New Jersey native 
Ferguson says it’s important 
to him to have Italian food 
in the area that meets his 
standards. With the pizza 
now perfected, including an 
expanded range of toppings, 
he’s especially proud of the 
homemade chicken and 
eggplant Parmigiana. 

All that’s left now is to 
establish a following. Live 
music on Tuesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays shouldn’t 
hurt, nor should Tuesday’s 
$2 slices, and $3 beers from 

SWITCHBACK BREWING COMPANY. 


CONNECT 




was probably impossible to cook each 
steak to order, the chef wisely served 
them juicy and rare. He topped each 
with squares of Stilton cheese and 
garlicky gremolata, then drizzled the 
meat in a savory WhistlePig Straight 
Rye Whiskey reduction laced with a 
hint of Chinese spices. 


I wondered if the chef was dreaming 
of warmer weather: Creamed corn, flaky 
sweet-potato galette and a few spears of 
white asparagus shared the plate with 
the meat. My only issue with the dish 
was that it was lukewarm. 

That was most likely because every 
course was carried from a separate 


kitchen a few steps from the yurt. In fact, 
the line seemed to extend into the snow, 
where a table was used for prep. During 
a trip to the bathroom, I walked past a 
chef filling molded-chocolate cones 
with chocolate mousse. 

Those cones anchored a veritable 
playground of small desserts: The mo- 
cha-like mousse was joined by a moist 
banana-bourbon cake and praline and 
white-chocolate creams. A dollop of 
Asian port-wine-and-plum syrup and 
some guava semifreddo added tropical 
brightness. 

By the end of the nearly three-hour 
meal, I felt like the chef had taken us all 
on a flavor adventure as enchanting as 
the one we'd experienced getting to the 
yurt. When he appeared with his staff at 
the end, we offered genuine applause. 

Then it was back into our hats and 
jackets and onto the sleigh. The group 
was quieter, probably as distracted as I 
was in my sated state. As we pulled away, 
the staff waved at us from the yurt’s en- 
trance, then disappeared back inside and 
pulled the door closed behind them. It 
was easy to imagine them waiting there 
among the pines till their next visitors 
arrived. ® 

INFO 



34 Park Street 
Esses Junction 
878-1646 



SAN SAI 

JAPANESE CUISINE 



SAN SAI 

JAPANESE CUISINE 


112 Lake Street ■ Burlington 

www.sansaivt.com 





Nibbling Nuptials ^ 

Dining on samples at a wedding show 


I was never the little girl who dreamed 
of being' a bride. I was more inter- 
ested in growing up to be Godzilla, 
or perhaps Skeletor from He-Man. If 
I crushed cities or ruled Castle Grayskull, 
I could wear a fancy white dress any old 
time, no man necessary. As a teenager, 
I told friends that if I ever got married, 
it would be in a bathroom at the Mall of 
America, by an Elvis impersonator. 

So, basically, I’m not the romantic type. 
In fact, I dread wedding invitations, fore- 
seeing gift buying and embarrassing dance 
parties. Nonetheless, I recently headed 
to 98.9 WOKO’s Bridal, Health & Beauty 
Expo at the University of Vermont's 
Dudley H. Davis Center. No, my boyfriend 
of 10 years isn’t making an honest woman 
out of me. I was there to eat 

A friend and former wedding singer 
planted the idea in my head. She said she 
had made entire meals from the fare served 
at the wedding shows she used to attend to 
meet potential clients. I decided to take 
her off-the-cuff remark as a challenge. 
How nourishing can wedding samples be? 
Would a noontime visit to the Bridal Expo 
allow me to skip lunch? 

I drove over to UVM to find out and 
discovered a jammed parking area, despite 
having arrived promptly at noon. Many 
drivers seemed to have double-parked in 
their rush to get inside. 

Once inside, I could see why the brides- 
to-be were in such a hurry. As one mother 
of the bride standing behind me com- 
plained, “It’ll take us an hour just to get in 
here.” The line stretched from the build- 
ing’s entrance all the way up the stairs to 
the ballroom. Clearly, I had found my way 
to the day’s hottest ticket. 







Once I ' 


1 the Grand Maple dish of hot food. The meatballs inside 


Ballroom, about half an hour later, r _ 
stop was obvious: The UVM home team 
had appetizers ready for me. No one will 
dispute that it sounds cheesy to have your 
wedding catered by Sodexo. But the com- 
pany's caterer, Flavours, boasts a staff that 
would make most Vermont foodies drool. 

Led by former Burlington Country 


delicious, a meltingly tender blend 
of an Italian nonna’s secret recipe and a 
Swedish mormor's proud tradition, bathed 
in a sweet and tangy tomato sauce. 

So far, my meal had focused primarily 
on the major celebration food groups of 
chips, cake and cheese. It was time to get 
fiber. Luckily, international chain 


Club chef John Brandes, Flavours' special Edible Arrangements had me covered. I 


at chefs are Kate Hays, of Burlington’s 
sought-after Dish Catering; and 
Christophe Lissarrague, chef-owner of the 
now-closed Christophe's on the Green, 
Vergennes' legendary fine- 
dining destination. That’s 
not a bad team to enlist to 
feed your nearest and dear- 
est mini beef Wellingtons 
and roasted halibut with 
sun-dried tomatoes and 


At the bridal expo, I 
wasn’t the only one packing 
my mouth with Flavours’ 
housemade tortilla chips. 

While the real future brides, 
kitted out almost uniformly 
in skinny jeans, may not 
have shared my goal of get- 
ting a fall meal, they were 
just as interested in filling 
their plates with chips and 
dip. Of the three flavors, I 
was particularly fond of the 
tomato-and-garlic-flavored 
Mediterranean. I made a 
mental note to return to 
Flavours later if I was still 
hungry. 

My original plan was to 
start with savory food, then 
do another round for des- 
sert. But the crush of the 
crowd was such that I realized I'd need to 
stay on track and hit each booth in order. 
That meant my chips-and-dip course was 
immediately followed by wedding cake 


listened to the spiel and took a free cal- 
endar so I could score a skewered, heart- 
shaped slab of pineapple dipped in choco- 
late. Not exactly a salad, but I took what 
I could get. I was tempted 
to ask for a strawberry, too, 
but was afraid I might hear 
a roar of “More?" like the 
one uttered by Mr. Bumble 
in the film version of Oliver! 

I was already hitting 
capacity, anyway. I snagged 
a petite chocolate-dipped 
cookie from the Middlebury 
Inn as a sugary warm-up 
on my way to the table for 
Richmond’s Snaffle Sweets. 
A number of more ample 
brides-to-be surrounded 
the display. Apparently, I 
wasn’t the only one who’d 
spied the lure of baker June 
Banks’ stacks of cupcakes 
presented on tree stumps. 

Which to choose? Some 
brides who had already 
started families took two, 
explaining that they were 
getting one flavor for them- 
selves and another “for the 
kids.” Without that excuse, 
I passed up the apple- 
cardamom with cinnamon 
butter cream and key-lime- 
filled cupcakes in favor of a candy-pink 
one. It was described as Champagne 
flavored with a Champagne butter cream, 
and I did detect a light inflection of alco- 
from the Lighthouse Restaurant & Lounge hoi along with the crunch of sugary-pink, 


IE 

A SKEWERED, 
HEART-SHAPED 


PINEAPPLE 


CHOCOLATE. 


in Colchester. 

Chocolate cake with raspberry butter 


pearlescent sprinkles. 

The smaller display a 


cream? Yes, please. The frosting burst ballroom contained few edible s: 


with berry flavor, even if the cake ' 
little too fluffy for my taste. Plus, 1 
offered a coupon for $50 off my rehearsal 


acquire n 

etal matter courtesy of Have Your Cake 
Catering. A server made her way through 


dinner. I didn’t have the heart not to take the show with asparagus spears wrapped 


it. Maybe staging a fake rehearsal dinner 
would be worth it to enjoy a chateau bistro 
steak with port-blue cheese demi-glace or 

At the very next pair of tables, belong- 
) Grand Isle’s Tasty Persuasions 


prosciutto, a suitably elegant offer- 
ing from the Skinny Pancake's catering 
division. 

By that time, I had officially achieved 
my goal. I was full and would not be join- 
ing my boyfriend for a midafternoon bowl 
Catering, I found my main course. I started of cereal at home. (That’s more his thing, 
by attacking the cheese board, including a anyway.) 


wheel of Brie topped with homemade ja 
I shoveled tiny phyllo bowls filled with 
spinach and bacon into my mouth before 
moving on to cucumber tea sandwiches 
and Caprese skewers. 

Finally, the end of the table revealed 


The experience didn’t make me a 
convert to weddings, but plenty of local 
options exceeded my low expectations 
of wedding food. Just about any of these 
caterers would be a far better culinary 
choice than whatever faux-Elvis could 


the mother lode: the show’s only chafing bring to the Mall of America bathroom. © 




Eating healthy is easy at 

THE BAGEL PLACE 
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LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 




Trancelike State 



Paul Ramsay is changing the course of stage hypnotism one performance at a 
time. The board-certifi ed hypnotist reimagines his craft with “Mind Games,” 
an interactive show in which audience members use remote controls and 
polling software to determine the course of events onstage. This innovative 
approach updates an entertainment practice with roots dating back to the 
18th century. While the comedic elements are obvious, Ramsay maintains a 
healthy respect for his occupation, noting, “it’s fun, but it's also powerful." 
One thing is certain: The New Hampshire resident delivers an evening of 
awe-inspiring antics that will have attendees on the edge of their seats. M 


Making a Splash 


Swimming in Lake Champlain in February? While this seems prepq 
Penguin Plunge participants welcome the opportunity. This chilly Cl 
began in 1996, when a handful of folks dove into frigid waters t< 

Special Olympics Vermont Now the annual event is d 
largest fundraiser, with more than $400,000 collected in 2013 by plu^ 
in Burlington, Newport and North Bennington. This exponential fij 
growth is matched only by collective high spirits. Teams and individuals 
don vibrant colors and quirky costumes, enlivening the depths of winter and 
uplifting everyone in attendance. 


N. WHEN APPROPRIATE, CLASS 


BURLINGTON PENGUIN PLUNGE 

Saturday, February 8. 11 a.m., at Waterfront Park in Burlington. Donations. Info. 
863-5222. specialolympicsvermont.org 




E ric Bibb and Ruthie Foster are close 
friends first and a dynamic musical 
duo second. The longtime pals and 
collaborators take the stage as part of 
their aptly titled Thanks for the Joy tour, 
named after a song written by Bibb and 
performed by Foster. Both Grammy Award 
nominees, the accomplished singer- 
songwriters embrace the traditions of 
American roots music. This dedication 
to their craft is reflected onstage, where, 
accompanied only by acoustic guitar, 
their voices soar. Playingoff each other's 
strengths, the two draw from wide- 
reaching influences to deliver an evening 
of blues and soul. 


ERIC BIBB & RUTHIE FOSTER 


red Spirits 


A Life Examined 

When he was 21 years old, Jaed Coffin 
left Middlebury College and moved to 
his mother’s native village in Thailand, 
where he pursued ordination as a 
Buddhist monk. He captured the 
experience in the memoir A Chant 
to Soothe Wild Elephants. Years later, 
the acclaimed writer found himself 
living in Juneau, Alaska. There, he 
became a barroom boxer and won the 
middleweight title. Time in the ring 
proved worthy of literary reflection, as 
the forthcoming Roughhouse 
Friday. Currently making his home in 
Maine, Coffin shares his gifts for the 
written word as part of the Norwich 
Writers Series. 
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802-86FLYNN | flynncenter.org 


HICKOK&BOAtDMAN 

REAUT 


Info: Iyrictheatrevt.org 


INFANT 

OPENINGS 

at the Essex 
\Jocation! . 


r 

swpJHSl Celebrating our milestone anniversary 
with a musical phenomenon 


- Lyric Theatre Company presents a new production of B0UBL1L and SCHONBERG’S 

LesMiserables 


April 4-13, 2014 I Flynn MainStage 


EDGE 


KIDS & FITNESS INFANTS TODDLERS PRESCHOOL 


EVENING BABYTIME PLAYGROUP: Crawling tots 
ing. Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. Williston, 
MALLORY LEWIS & LAMB CHOP: Continuing her 

St Johnsbury Academy. 10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m. 54. 
Info. 748-2600. 

MEET ROCKIN' RON THE FRIENDLY PIRATE: Aargh. 

Noodles. Williston. 10-10:45 a.m. Free. Info. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Two- to 

71-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

preregister for a time slot. Info. 849-2420. 

RED CLOVER PICTURE BOOKS FOR 
HOMESCHOOLERS: Students in grades K through 
3 read two titles nominated for the 2013 Red 

Free: preregister. Info. 878-6956. 

STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: 


STORY TIME FOR 3- TO 
5-YEAR-OLDS: Preschoolers 

Essex Junction. 10-10:45 a.m. Free 
lnfo.B78-6956. 

WINTER STORY TIME: Kiddos share read-: 

Highgate Public Library. 11:15 a.m. Free. Ini 
868-3970. 


SQUEER DANCING: Folks swing their partners 


EUGENE UMAN: Vl 

Athenaeum. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 748-8291. 

H. NICHOLAS MULLER III: The former director 


JIM FOUTS: The local Civil War historian presents 
“The Confederate Raid on St Albans.* A light lunch 

KATIVA FINN: In "The Six Wives of Henry VII." the 


pm. Free. Info. 649-1184. 

MICHAEL ARNOWITT: In a performance lecture. 

Library, Newport 7 p.m. Free. Info. 878-6955. 
RANDALL BALMER: The Dartmouth College profes- 

Library, Middlebury.7 p.m. Free. Info. 388-4095. 
RICHARD W. SCHNEIDER: Norwich University's 

United States. Sugarbush Inn. Warren. 7:45 a.m. 

theater 


$28.80-37.50. Info. 863-5966. 

'THE FOX ON THE FAIRWAY': 

White River Junction. 7:30 p.m. $10- 
. Info. 296-7000. 

'THE SEAGULL': Lucy Peacock and Diane D'Aquila 





MICHAEL OBERG: TT 


music 

VERMONT PHILHARMONIC CHORUS OPEN 
REHEARSAL: New members are welcomed 

seminars 

ADULT COMPUTER WORKSHOP: Social media 

pm. $10: pieregister. Info. 864-1502. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TABLE TENNIS CLUB: Ping- 
6-9:30 p.m. Free for first two sessions; $30 annual 


Plattsburgh. N.Y.. 7 pm. Free. Info. 51B-564-5213. 
POETRY CIRCLE: Wordsmiths share their work in a 


THU. 06 


FIGURE DRAWING: Participants interpret the 
6-8 p.m. $10-15. Info, 775-0062. 


Burlington, 7:30 pm. $10. Info. 656-2295. paul. 








calendar 


health & fitness 


ADULT YOGA CLASS: YogaFit instructor Jessica 


Montpelier. 6:30-7:30 p.m. $8-10; preregister. Info. 
223-8000, exL 202. 

LAUGHTER CLUB: Breathe, clap, chant and ... gig- 
Buriington, noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. 999-7373. 


BESS O'BRIEN: Tt 

Vermont Faith United Methodist Church. South 
Burlington, 2 p.m. $5. Info. 864-3516. 

COLLAPSE & OPPORTUNITY! LECTURE SERIES: 

River Junction. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 683-4078. 

COMMUNITY ARTS: AUTHENTICITY AND 
IDENTITY': Anni Mackay of Bigtown Gallery moder- 

e. Chaplin Hall Gallery. Northfield, 2-4 


CRAFTERNOON: Students in grades 4 through 

Library, Essex Junction. 3:30-4:30 pjn. Free. Info. 
878-6956. 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS: Imaginative XP earners 

Essex Junction. 6-8 p.m. Free. Info. 878-6956. 
EARLY BIRD MATH: Inquisitive minds explore 

Free. Info! 434-3036. 

ELEMENTARY OPEN GYM & ACTIVITY TIME: 

Marshneld. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 426-3581. 

MUSIC WITH DEREK: Movers and groovers up to age 8 
Noodles. Williston. 10-10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 764-1810. 
MUSIC WITH ROBERT: Music lovers of all ages join 

Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 10:30-11 a.m. Free; 

SONGS & STORIES WITH MATTHEW: Youngsters 

Essex Junction, 10-10:45 a.m. Free. Info. 878-6956. 
TODDLER YOGA & STORIES: Little ones up to age 


music 

BEATRICE RANA: 

and Prokonev. UVM Recital Hall. Redstone Campus. 
Burlington, 7:30 p.m. $15-30. Info, B63-5966. 

BIG SPIKE BLUEGRASS: The five-piece band brings 

Fellowship, Plattsburgh, N.Y.. 7:30 p.i 


NATURALIST JOURNEYS LECTURE SERIES: 

p.m. S5 suggested donation. Info. 229-6206, 

theater 

'INSTANT MISUNDERSTANDING': The past and 

Andrew Vaught. Whittmore Theater. Marlboro 
College, 7:30 p.m. $12. Info. 748-2600. 

the Riddle of the Sphinx. Hartman Theatre, Myers 
Fine Arts Building, SUNY Plattsburgh. N.Y., 7:30 

OTHER DESERT CITIES': See WED.OS. 7:30 p.m. 
'THE FOX ON THE FAIRWAY’: See WED.05, 7:30 p.m. 
'THE SEAGULL': See WED.05. 8 p.m. 

'THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES': S 


VERMONT VAUDEVILLE: Local performers incor- 
p.m. 55-12. Info. 533-2589 or 382-9222. 


SAT.08 


DIRK POWELL & RILEY BAUGUS: The duo taps into 

ERIC BIB8 & RUTHIE FOSTER: The longtime fiends 

Hall. Randolph, 7:30 p.m. S20-35. Info. 728-6464. 
PIANO CONCERT: Melody Puller's students inter- 

878-6956. 


'MANDORLA: NEW WRITING FROM THE AMERICAS' 
LAUNCH PARTY: Lit lovers celebrate the release 

journal. BCA Center. Burlington, 7:30-10 p.m. Free. 
Info. 865-7166. 

RICHMOND BOOK SALE: Live music, raffle prizes 

Info. 434-3036. 


CINDY PIERCE: ‘Comfort in the Stumble" pairs the 

VERMONT COMEDY DIVAS: Founded by local come- 

Proceeds benefit the Seth Warner Chapter of the 
Legion Post 14. Vergennes. 7-8:30 p.m. 512-15. Info, 


dance 

100-YEAR DANCE PARTY: 0. 

spin tunes rrom the 1920s through 2020 at this 

9-midnight. SIS: cash bar. Info, 864-7528. megan- 

CONTRA DANCE & POTLUCK DINNER: David Kaynor 
East Hardwick, potluck, 5:30 p.m.; dancing. 6:30 p.m. 

DANCE SHOWCASE: 'STEPPING OUT: UNLEASHING 

'DANCING UPHILL': See THU.06. 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

MODERN DANCE MASTERCLASS: Intermediate 

& Fitness Studio. Montpelier. 12:30-2:15 p.m. S18: 

NORWICH CONTRA DANCE: HAWAIIAN NIGHT: 

Gordon. Tracy Hall. Norwich. 8 p.m. $5-8; free for 

SWING DANCE: Ouick-footed participants expen- 
Champlain Club, Burlington. 8:30-11 p.m. S5. Info, 


'MOUNTAIN MOMENTS' OPEN HOUSE: Skiers chat 

Fayston. 1:30 p.m. Free. Info, 496-3551. 

NUMEROLOGY: YOUR GUIDE TO 

Gifts. Burlington, 2-3:30 p.m. 

Donations. Info, 660-8060. 

ONE-ON-ONE TECHNOLOGY HELP: 

Info. 878-6955. 

OPEN HOUSE/SUN PARTY: Sky gazers join 

RUMMAGE SALE: 


'SOME GIRLS: LIVE IN TEXAS 78': Rolling Stones 

WOODSTOCK FILM SERIES: Yung Chang's award- 

Museum. Woodstock. 3 p.m. 55-11. Info. 457-2355. 


CAPITAL CITY WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Root 

CHOCOLATE TASTING: Sweets lovers satisfy their 

Oil Company. Burlington. 1-3 p.m. Free. Info. 489-5276. 

DOWNTON ABBEY DINNER A ETIQUETTE LESSON: 

HOTEL VERMONT ICE BAR: See FRI.07. 6:30-9:30 


LOCAVORE DINNER: Li 

Farm, Hyde Park, 6:15-9 p.m. 



fairs & festivals 


community 

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES FORUM: Bruce Seifer 

ter; limited space. Info. 448-3350. 

VERMONT HEALTH CONNECT ENROLLMENT 

ASSISTANCE: A certified navigator helps folks 

9:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m. Free. Info. 338-4820. 


BURLINGTON WINTER WEEKEND: Ice-sculpting 

GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE: this cold-weather 


'BLUE IS THE WARMEST COLOR': 

Dartmouth College. Hanover, N.H.. 7 p.m. S5-8. Info, 


NORWICH WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Farmers 

ed items. Tracy Hall. Norwich. 10 a.m.-l p.m. Free. 

RUTLAND WINTER FARMERS MARKET: More 

p.m. Free. Info. 753-7269. 

WINE & CHOCOLATE WEEKEND: 

Tee. Info. 388-7368 . 

WINE & CHOCOLATE WEEKEND: BOYDEN 
VALLEY WINERY & SPIRITS: Oenophiles sip Vermont 

p.m. Free. Info. 644-8151. 

WINTER WAFFLE BREAKFAST & SILENT AUCTION: 

under 2. Info. 482-3827. 

health & fitness 

EVERGREEN MEDICINE: Clinical herbalist Rebecca 

Info. 224-7100. 

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILL LANG: Students get their 

Library. Williston. 1-2 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 
R.I.P.P.E.D.: See WED.05. North End Studio A. 
Burlington, 9-10 a.m. $10. Info, 578-9243. 

STRUCTURAL INTERVENTIONS: An exploration ora 

$20-25; preregister; limited space. Info. 865-4770. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT S£ 


Montpelier, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 223-2958. 

VALENTINE'S SOCK HOP: 

p.m. Free. Info. 527-0056. 

kids 

BAKE & SHAKE: BREAD & BUTTER MAKING: 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 8, 12:30-2:30 p.m. $10-12 per adult/ 

MEET LADYBUG GIRL: Youngsters get acquainted 

Phoenix Books, Essex. 11 a.m. Free. Info, 872-7111. 
MR. TOAD'S WILD RIDE': The Monty Python lads 

children. Jaquith Public Library, Marshfield. 

11 a.m. Free, Info. 426-3581. 

NIGHT OWLS & WINTER FIRES: 

7-8:30 p.m. $10-12 per adult/ 


OPEN TOT GYM & INFANT/PARENT 
PLAY TIME: Slides, jump rope 

PLAY ON! STORY THEATER SATURDAY: Budding 

Junction. 10-11 a.m. 8.11:30 a.m.-l p.m. $20-25. Info. 
SATURDAY STORY TIME: Youngsters and their 
Books Burlington, 11 a.m. Free. Info. 448-3350. 
STORY EXPLORERS: SHADOWS: Did the groundhog 

10:30-11 a.m. Free with admission, $9.50-1250. 

Info. 877-324-6386. 

WINTERY MIXED MEDIA: Painting with ice cubes? 

Stowe. 9:30-11:30 a.m. $25. Inro, 253-8358. 

montreal 

IGLOOFEST: See THU.06. 6:30-midnight. 

music 

BARBARY COAST JAZZ ENSEMBLE WITH 
CHRISTINE & INGRID JENSEN: Dartmouth College 


CABIN FEVER CONCERT SERIES: Local performers 




PHIL HENRY TRIO: The three- 

Hall. Lincoln. 7:30 p.m. $8: 


POSSUMHAW: Led by vocalist Colby 

i. Rutland, 7:30 p.m. $5-12. Info. 


'SUITE IN MUDTIME': The 802 Quartet and soprano 


YOUNG TRADITION SHOWCASE: Brief perfor- 

pay tribute to time-tested folk 
music and dance. Burlington City 

Info, 233-5293. 

outdoors 

ALL ABOUT BEARS SNOWSHOE 

10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 496-3551. 

BURLINGTON PENGUIN PLUNGE: Brave 

CAMEL'S HUMP HIKE: A 6-mile trek gains 2200 feet 


seminars 

3D PRINTING, DESIGNING 8. SCANNING WITH 

ideas. Blu-Bin. Burlington. noon-l:30 p.m. Free; 
preregister. Info. 345-6030. 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP: Ancestry enthusiasts 








WOMEN'S ALPINE SKI CLINIC: Positive attitude. 

includes lunch. Info. 496-3551. 


Library. 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 


'INSTANT MISUNDERSTANDING': 

See FRI.07. Alexander Twilight 


'OTHER DESERT CITIES': See WED.05. 7:30 p.m. 
'THE FOX ON THE FAIRWAY': See WED.05. 7:30 p.m. 

THE MET: UVE IN HD SERIES: Renee Fleming stars 

1 p.m. $10-24; preregister. Info. 382-9222. Lake 
Placid Center for the Arts. N.Y.. 1 p.m. $12-18. Info, 
518-523-2512. Paramount Theatre, Rutland. 12:55 

"THE SEAGULL': See WED.05. 8 p.m. 8. 8:30 p.m. 

'THE SECRET GARDEN' AUDITIONS: Actors 

a.m.-l p.m. & 1:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. info@>stowe- 

'THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES': 


SUN. 09 


BURLINGTON ENSEMBLE 90/10 SERIES: See 

THU.06. First Baptist Church, Burlington, 7 p.m. $10. 
Info. 598-9520. 


INVESTING SEMINAR: UNDERSTANDING THE 


BOLTON AFTER DARK: When the sun sets, skiers 

Meathead Films. Bolton Valley Resort 4-8 p.m. 
$19 lift tickets; $2 refreshments; cash bar. Info, 
434-6804. 

FARMSTEAD SK WINTER FUN RUN: Folks strap 


dance 

FAMILY DANCE. DINNER Si CONTRA DANCE: Kiddos 

dance, 3-4:30 p.m.: dinner. 4:30-5:30 p.m.; contra 
dance. 5:30-8:30 p.m. $5-10. Info. 477-3951. 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING: Traditional 

p.m. $6-12. Info. 436-2151. 


RELIEF PRINTING WORKSHOP: Janet Cathey 

ter. Info, 730-6992. 


MONTPELIER ANTIQUES MARKET: The past come: 

Club. Montpelier, 7:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m. S2-5. Info. 


WELLS 8i W00DHEA0: Danish circus performer 


food & drink 

HOMEMADE SCONES: Heike Meyer of Bee Sting 

WINE & CHOCOLATE WEEKEND: See SAT.08. 12-5 


health & fitness 

MAKING BODY CARE PRODUCTS FOR MAMAS 
AND BABIES: Herbal education coordinator Crist! 


RUSSIAN PLAY TIME WITH NATASHA: Kiddos 

Williston. 11-11:45 a.m. Free. Info. 764-1810. 

language 

FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: DIMANCHES: 


RU12? FIBER ARTS GROUP: A knitting, crocheting 


music 

ELECTRONIC MUSIC EXHIBITION: Vermont College 

POSSUMHAW: See SAT.08. United Church of 
879-4028. 

outdoors 

THE NORTHERN FOREST: Nature lovers explore the 


SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER 8i DANCE PARTY: 


VERMONT SENIOR GAMES: Winter athletes ages 

8:45 a.m.; race. 10 a.m. $25-76 . Info. 985-2766. 


calendar 


SUN. 09 « P.55 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER: Quick-footed ladies of 




FEBRUARY FOLLIES': St. Paul's Catholic School 


'OTHER DESERT CITIES': See WED.05. 2 p.m. 
'SEE NO EVIL' & 'LUNCHES': In an exploration of 


HERBAL VALENTINES: Herbalist Dana Woodruff 

223-8000. ext! 202. 

ALICE IN NOODLELAND: Youngsters get acquainted 

Wllliston, 10-11 a.m. Free. Info. 764-1810. 

MUSIC WITH PETER: Preschoolers up to age 5 bust 

10:45 a.m. Free: limited to one session per week per 
family. Info. 878-4918. 

WILLISTON PAJAMA STORY TIME: Kids in PJs 

preregister. Info. 497-3946. 


'THE FOX ON THE FAIRWAY': See WED.05, 5 p.m. 
'THE SEAGULL': See WED.05, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
'THE SECRET GARDEN' AUDITIONS: See SAT.08, 
1-5 p.m. 

'THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES' 


LAUGHTER CLUB: See FRI.07. Turning Point Center. 
Burlington, 11 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 999-7373. 
R.I.P.P.E.D.: See WED.05. 6-7 p.m. 


MON. 10 

SHAKTI TRIBAL BELLY DANCE WITH SUSANNE. 


AARP TAX PREP ASSISTANCE: Tax counselors 

9:15 a.m.. 10 a.m.. 10:45 a.m.. 11:30 a.m. Free; pre- 


AN EVENING WITH WARREN BOBROW: Foodies Join 

& Bar. Hardwick 5:15 p.m. $45; preregister. Info. 

games 

TRIVIA NIGHT: Teams of quick thinkers gather for 


INTRO TO FACEBOOK FOR SENIORS: Folks ages 

tion; preregister. Info. 865-7217. 




Library. Wllliston. 12:30-2:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
878-4918. 


TUE.ll 


LGBT BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: Bibliophiles give 

Info. 223-3338 or 223-7035. 

music 

NEW MUSIC TRIO CONCERT: Violinist Jennifer Choi, 

of Fine Arts MFA students. College Hall Chapel. 
Free. Inro, 828-8734. 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians produce 
South Burlington. 7-8:30 pun. Free. Info, 658-0030, 

SAMBATUCADA! OPEN REHEARSAL: New faces are 

and instruments are not required. 8 Space 5tudio 
Collective. Burlington. 6-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
862-5017. 


EVENING KNITTING CIRCLE: Ni 

dance 

SWING DANCE PRACTICE SESSION: Twinkle-toed 

required. Champlain Club, Burlington. 7:30-9:30 
p.m. $5. Info. 448-2930. 

film 

FILM DISCUSSION GROUP: Cinema buff Larry 

'LOSING OUR SONS': Charles Jacobs' compel- 

Library. Burlington, 6 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7211. 

THE EXQUISITE CORPSE PROJECT’: Ben Popik's 


LOVE YOU FOREVER PAJAMA PARTY: Kiddos dress 

PRESCHOOL MATH STORY TIME & CRAFT: Tales 

878-4918. 

READING WITH FROSTY & FRIENOS THERAPY 

3:30-4:30 p.m. Free: preregister for a time slot. 


STORY EXPLORERS: OWLING: W 

S9.50-12.50. Info. 877-324-6386. 

STORY TIME WITH COREY: Read-aloud books and 
young minds. Buttered Noodles, Williston, 10-10:30 




AN EVENING WITH WARREN BOBROW: See 

MON.IO. Hinesburgh Public House. Hinesburg, 6 

games 

CHESS CLUB: Checkmate! Players of all ages and 


health & fitness 


STRUCTURAL INTERVENTIONS: See SAT.08. 595 
Dorset Street South Burlington, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
S20-25; preregister: limited space. Info. 865-4770. 
VINYASA AT THE VINEYARD: A gentle yet Invigorat- 


JOANNE ST. LEWIS: The 


and more. Room 207. Bentley Hall, Johnson 
State College. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 635-1251. 



NORWICH UNIVERSITY WRITERS SERIES: 

4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info, 485-2261. 


VALENTINE'S DAY WITH 
DOTERRA ESSENTIAL OILS: 

Hunger Mountain Co-op. Montpelier. 
5:30-7 p.m. $5-6; preregister. Info, 223- 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists exercise their imagi- 

FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Good listeners up to age 

Fairfax Community Library, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Free. 
Info. 849-2420. 


STORY TIME FOR 3- TO 5-YEAR-OLDS: S< 

10-10:45 a.m. 

STORY TIME FOR BABIES & TODDLERS: Picture 

Junction. 9:10-9:30 a.m. Free. Info. 878-6956. 

TEEN ART STUDIO WITH TRISHA FONG: The 

Day Art Center. Stowe. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free: prereg- 
ister. Info. 253-8358. 

WINTER STORY TIME: 


PAUSE-CAFE: French students of varying levels 
Burlington, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. Info. 363-2431. 

music 

NEW MUSIC TRIO CONCERT: See MON.IO. 8 p.m. 
SOUTH BURLINGTON COMMUNITY CHORUS 

High School. South Burlington, 7-9:15 p.m. Free for 


GREEN MOUNTAIN DERBY DAMES FRESH MEAT 
PRACTICE: Get on the fast track! Vermont's 

Junction. 8:30-10 p.m. Free. Info. 203-675-0294, 
TRAPP NORDIC CUP: Cross-country skiers race 

ROSS CONRAD A ALICE ECKLES: The Middlebury 


'AMERICAN IDIOT': Set entirely to the music of 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SE VE f i DAY 


'THE FOX ON THE FAIRWAY': See WED.05, 7:30 




WED. 12 


business 

GOOGLE TOOLS FOR SMALL BUSINESS 
WORKSHOP: Area professionals learn flow to 



VERMONT BUSINESS FOR SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION: VBSR 



community 


MIDWINTER BLUES BREAK & OPEN HOUSE: 



NAVIGATING THE NEW VERMONT HEALTH CARE 
EXCHANGE: See FRI.07, 1:30-5 p.m. 




GREEN MOUNTAIN CHAPTER OF THE 
EMBROIDERERS' GUILD OF AMERICA: Needle-and- 



environment 

INTRODUCTION TO ECOLOGICAL DESIGN & 
PERMACULTURE: Ecological designer Lily 



film 


CLASSIC FILM NIGHT: Tom Blachly and Rick 



THE TRIALS OF MUHAMMAD ALT: Middlebury 



food & drink 

DISHCRAWL: Foodies sample local eats on a culi- 



games 

GAMES UNPLUGGED: Ben L Matchstick leads 



health & fitness 

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILL LANG: See SAT.08. 1-2 




theater 

'AMERICAN IDIOT': See TUE.11. 7:30 p.m. 

'CABIN FEVER FOLLIES' AUDITIONS: Locals break 



THE SEAGULL': I 


words 

CHRISTY OTTAVIANO: The St Michael's College 



MICHELLE ARNOSKY SHERBURNE: Abolition & 


NEED ADVICE ON LOVE, 
|M LOST AND LIFE? 

rXal 

THIS WEEK a new 

adviser will respond 
to reader questions 
and share her 
wisdom in the 
personals section! 

ASK ATHENA 

Email askathena@sevendaysvt.com with your questions. 

SEVEN DAYS 



| LE C?URES!1 


HEALTHSOURCE 

FLETCHER ALLEN IS BRINGING GOOD HEALTH TO YOU 


CLIMATE CHANGE AND VERMONT 

Alan Betts, Ph.D, Atmospheric Research 
when Tuesday, February 18, 6:30-8:00 pm 
where Davis Auditorium, Medical Center Campus 

CHEESE & CULTURE 

Dr. Paul Kidstedt, Professor of Food Science in the Department of Nutrition 

and Food Sciences at the University of Vermont 

when Thursday, March 6, 6:30-8:00 pm 

where Davis Auditorium, Medical Center Campus 

Healthsource educational programs are offered by Community Health 
Improvement at Fletcher Allen. Pre-registration is required by calling 
(802) 847-2278 or registering online at FletcherAllen.org/Healthsource. 
Please note class location and directions are provided upon registration. 
Free parking is available onsite for all classes. 


FletcherAllen.org/Healthsource 


□ □SO 



classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


ACCESS ART CLASSES IN 
HINESBURG AT CVU HIGH 
SCHOOL: 200 offerings for ell 

Colored Pencil. Block Print 


Pasta Bene. Berry Pie. Cookie 


from Exit 12. Location; CVU High 
Info: 802-432-7)94, MtpV/cvu- 

burlington city 
arts 

BCA 

BURLINGTONCITYARTS 

Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.org. 
Teacher bios are also 


ADOBE PHOTOSHOP BASICS: 

$40/person; S 36/BCA members. 
St, Burlington. 

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP LAYERS: 

5 40/person; $36/BCA members. 

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP: BATCH 
PROCESSING: Streamline 


$36/BCA members. Location: 
BCA Center. 135 Church St. 

DROP-IN: VALENTINES WHEEL: 

p.m. Cost: $12/participant; $11/ 

520/couple : 51B/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio. 250 

JEWELRY: LEATHER CUFFS: 

Feb. 12. 6-8 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person: S22.S0/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 

KIDS: FASHION DESIGN: Spend 


8-12. Mar. 8. 1-3 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person: S22.50/BCA members. 


KIDS: FREE WHEELIN': Come 

person: S22.50/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio. 250 

PHOTOGRAPHING ICE: Ice 


20 & 27. 6-9 p.m.. S. Feb. 22. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $160/person; 


PREPARING YOUR ARTWORK 
FOR EXHIBITION & SALES: Are 




work with BCA staff Kerri Macon, 

p.m. Cost: $20/person: $18 /BCA 
135 Church St.. Burlington. 

SILKSCREEN SLIP TRANSFERS: 


$18/BCA members. Location: 
BCA Clay Studio. 250 Main St, 

SOUND ART: Learn the basics of 

Mar. 10-24. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
$80/person; $72/BCA members. 


computers 

ACCESS COMPUTER CLASSES 
IN HINESBURG AT CVU 
HIGH SCHOOL: 200 offer- 

internet Basics. iWant iPods & 


Control, Twitter. CS Sampler. 


Up: The Next Steps, Excel 




CVU High School. 369 CVU Pd.. 
Hinesburg. Info: 802-482-7194. 



ACCESS CRAFT CLASSES IN 
HINESBURG AT CVU HIGH 
SCHOOL: 200 offerings for all 

12. Location: CVU High School, 
802-482-7194. cvuweb.cvuhs. 

MAKE VALENTINES WITH 
VINTAGE PAPER: This is a 

1-2 p.m. & 2-3 p.m.; Feb. 12, 6-7 
p.m.. 7-8 p.m. Cost: $15/person. 

Lifestyle Marketplace. ISO Flynn 


B-TRU DANCE VII DANIELLE 
VAROAKAS DUSZKO: B-Tru is 


Honest Yoga Center. 150 Dorset 
St. Blue Mall, next to Sport Shoe 

497-0136. honestyogastudio© 

DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

266 Pine SL. Burlington. Info: 
Victoria. 802-598-1077. info© 


DSANTOS VT SALSA: Experience 






9:15 p.m. Cost: $10/l-hr class. 




LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Come alone, or 


Club. 20 Crowley St.. Burlington. 
Info; First Step Oance, 802-598- 

drumming 

TAIKO, DJEMBE ft CONGAS!: 


Burlington Taiko Space. 20B 
Flynn Ave.. suite 3-G, Burlington 

13 N. Franklin SL, Montpelier. 
Info: Stuart Pa ton, 802-999- 
4255. spaton55@gmail.com, 

empowerment 

ACCESS CLASSES IN HINESBURG 
AT CVU HIGH SCHOOL: 200 of- 




from Exit 12. Location: CVU High 
Info: 802-482-7194. cvuweb. 

flynn arts 

FLYMMARTS 


EXPLORING CONNECTIONS 
SERIES: ENHANCING 
MOVEMENT POTENTIAL & 
EXPRESSION: This four-part 






p.m. Cost: 522/session; $80 for 






meditation 



painting 


PAINTING SPRING IN OILS: Use 



PAINTING SPRING IN 
WATERCOLOR: Capture the 




classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 






pilates 


BARSCULPT/MAT PILATES 
CLASSES: Pilates Evolved! High 



reiki 


BLISSFUL WELLNESS CENTER: 



Shelburne craft 
school 




spirituality 

BROTHER SUN. SISTER 
MOON: THE ECOLOGICAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF ST. 







CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAY' 



DELIGHTS AND SHADOWS: 


Initially fall flat Beginners 


ginning Jan. 28. Cost: $150/6 
classes. Location: Wind Ridge 

Barn. 233 Falls Rd.. Shelburne. 
Info: Wind Ridge Boohs of 

802-985-3091 fcimbertee<5> 

POEMS FOR CUPID: True Love 






1st visit 2-for-l offer. : $15. 1-hour 
, 5 & 6:15 pjn.: 


Harrison. 802-985-3091. kimber- 

yoga 

BURLINGTON HOT YOGA: TRY 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT!: 

Barkan Method Hot Yoga in a 


5:30 p.m Sot. 8:30 8. 10 a.m.; 

Studio B, 294 N Winooski Ave.. 
Old North End, Burlington . Info: 
802-999-9963, hotyogaburling- 

EVOLUTION YOGA: Evolution 


welcome here. Cost: $15/class. 
5130/class card, $5-10/commu- 

Yoga, 20 Kitburn 5L. Burlington. 


HONEST YOGA. THE ONLY 
DEDICATED HOT YOGA FLOW 
CENTER: Honest Yoga offers 


trainings at the 200- and 500- 

or $130/10-class card. $12/ 


SlOO/lO-class punch card. 

ISO Dorset St. Blue Mall, next to 
Info: 802-497-0136. honestyo- 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: Highly 


class: $120/10-class card: $130/ 

YOGA ROOTS: Flexible, inflexible. 

you! Skillful, dedicated teachers 

Prenatal, Postnatal (Baby & Me). 

Business Park. Info: 802-985- 



Available only February 13th 
^ through February 1 6th. 


Enjoy your choice of a one-hour Swedish, Deep Tissue or Hot Stone Massage 
including a Rose, Specialty Truffles, Aromatherapy & Relaxing Foot Scrub: $225 


‘VaCmtuie & 'Dau 


mriSPR 






Treatment times are limited so call or book online today: 802-238-7524 ~ CyntheaSpa. 


~ 102 Church Street Burlington, VT 


Treat your Valentine to a one-hour massage - your choice of Swedish, Deep Tissue or Hot Stone Massage including a Rose, Specialty Truffles, 
Aromatherapy & Relaxing Foot Scrub: $115 






music 


SCAN THESE PAGES 
WITH THE LAYARAPP 
TO WATCH VIDEOS 


□ 


Something Old, 
Something New 

Reggae starTarrus Riley talks rocksteady, love and fatherly advice 


J amaican American reggae singer Tarms Riley, 34, 
is fond of saying that reggae music is “the new- 
est old music and the oldest new music.” At first, 
that's a bit of a head-scratcher. But a listen to his 
new record, Love Situation, brings Riley's meaning into 

The son of reggae singer Jimmy Riley has risen to in- 
ternational acclaim on the heels of rootsy, pop-tinged 
hits such as 2007’s “She’s Royal” and last year's “Gimme 
Liltkle One Drop." But his latest record is pure rock- 
steady, a precursor to reggae that developed in Jamaica 
in the mid-1960s. It's a throwback, but one whose easy, 
organic sounds feel especially forward-thinking in an era 
smitten with electronic effects. By looking to the past, 
Riley is moving ahead, creating something new from 
something old. 

In advance of his show at Club Metronome in Burling- 
ton this Thursday, February 6, Seven Days caught up with 
the aritst by phone to talk about his new record, his early 
days as a DJ and the best musical advice he got from his 
father. (P.S. Try to read this interview in a delightful Ja- 
maican accent.) 

SEVEN DAYS: You're known more for contemporary 
roots reggae, so why do a straight-up rocksteady re- 

TARRUS RILEY: I grew up around that kind of music, 
because of my parents. So it’s not that strange to me, you 

SD: But given the music that has made you well 
known, this is a departure. 

TR: It is. It’s something new. It’s a different style of sing- 
ing Dancehall is my generation, the music I grew up on. 
So to do a full-fledged rocksteady album is definitely step- 
ping out of the box. But at the same time, I’m no stranger 
to this music. 

SD: Your father was a pretty famous singer, but when 
you started out. your music didn't resemble his at all. 
The new album does. So is this a tribute to him? 

TR: My father is a different person, from a different time, 
with a different voice. But it’s funny that you say that, be- 
cause this rocksteady stuff is closer to him. There is even 
a song on the album that he wrote, “Version of Love (My 
Story).” He didn’t sing lead on that originally, so the vocals 
are still my style. But that’s his style of music. 

SD: I gather love is the main theme of the album. 

TR It’s all love stories. Rocksteady is lovers' music, you 


know what I mean? So much so that in England they call 
rocksteady “lovers’ rock.” So it’s different kinds of love 
stories, getting together music, breakup music, burning 
desire. That's the basic theme of it. 

SD: Are they love stories from your own life? 

TR- Yeah, man. From my life, from our life. There are defi- 
nitely songs that come from my own experiences. I've had 
a lover. More than one, you know? [Laughs] 

It’s real and it's very sincere. It's feel-good music, you 
know? I think we could use some feel-good music, and I 
think music should make people feel good. So I wanted to 
do that, which I think I've done. 

SD: You’ve given an interesting quote in several inter- 
views: "Reggae is the newest old music and the oldest 
new music." What does that mean? 

TR The reason I say that is, if you think of reggae mu- 
sic, of Jamaican music, it has vintage roots. It comes from 
slavery, Nyabinghi drumming. The king of the music, Bob 
Marley, he left us at 36 years old, and he was still young. So 
that music is still young. Reggae music comes from an an- 
cient time, but it's still brand new. Tarrus Riley is a youth, 
but I'm playing ancient music. So it is old and it is new. 
And that’s why a lot of people think I’m older than I am. 
You feel me? 

SD: Did your dad give you any advice about the music 
business? 

TR Make sure I get paid. 

SD: [Laughs] That’s good advice. 

TR It really is. He told me that in the music business there 
are a lot of ways to get paid. But if you’re not careful, you'll 
work a lot and not be compensated the right way. So love 
it, and it’s OK to love it. But make sure you get paid. Good 
advice! 

SD: A lot folks would say that getting paid for music is 
becoming harder and harder. Do you agree? 

TR Not really. You just have to know how to do it and be 
aggressive. 

SD: You got your start as a dancehall D J... 

TR Yes, but not like a rock disc jockey. That gets twisted 
around on the internet. I was a dancehall DJ like the peo- 
ple I idolize, like Shabba Ranks. 

SD: Right, as in toasting. Do you still do it? 

TR Some. But I think you hear the DJ vibe more in my 



WIT I USED 10 DO AS A DJ 
INTO WHAT I DO AS A SINGER. 


rhythm, the 
tempo. Some 
singers tend to 
be laid back, 
singing behind 
the beat. I try 
to incorporate 
what I used to 

do as a DJ into what I do as a singer. It gives me a different 
kind of vibe. So D Jing helped me create a sound, a Tarrus 
Riley sound. 


TARRUS RILEY 


SD: You went back to the rocksteady era for your lat- 
est album. Any chance you’ll go back even further in 
time and make a ska record? 

TR I actually started something like that. Once again, ska 
is the new old music, because it has roots from all over the 
place. And I have a few ska songs I’ve written that might 
turn into an album. It's really cool music, and I think very 
modern, even though it’s old. © 


INFO 

nome in Burlington. $20/25. 
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Signal to Noise 

The big news on the local scene this 
week is the return of Signal Kitchen. 
Now, since the club’s owners have lately 
focused their efforts on booking for 
ArtsRiot, you may not have realized 
that SK hasn’t hosted a show in its own 
space in a long time. And while the 
slate of rock and/or roll goodness at 
the Pine Street hotspot has certainly 
been a welcome development, I’m a 
greedy, greedy man. When it comes to 
cool places to see live music in town, 
more is almost always better. So I, for 
one, am really psyched to have SK 
back in the fold. And when you get a 
chance to check out their (theoretically) 
renovated digs this weekend, I think 
you will be, too. 

At this point, you might be 
thinking, Hey, Dan. What's with the 
word “theoretical" in parentheses 
there? Don’t we already know the club 
is being renovated? You may also be 
saying, Wow, you're two paragraphs in 
and haven’t made a sports comment, 
awkwardly hit on Neko Case or dropped 
an F-bomb. High five, dude! 

Thanks, guys. I’m trying. 

As for the SK renovations, I say 
“theoretically” because, judging from 
what I saw when I stopped by the club 
last weekend for a grand tour from 
SK's alex lalli, it's gonna take a minor 
miracle for them to finish in time for 
their grand reopening this Friday, 
February 7. I’m not saying they won't 
get it done. But it's gonna be a close call, 
because it’s possibly the most ambitious 


redesign we’ve seen since Nectar’s 
classed up their joint a few years back. 

For starters, Lalli and co. are totally 
changing the layout, with the notable 
exception of the stage, which remains 
in its original location along the north 
wall. But the lounge area has been 
completely gutted and reshaped. Next 
to that, and serving as a sort of divider 
between the rooms, a long bar will sit 
where the spare room by the hallway 
used to be. The bar area is elevated, 
which will provide some excellent sight 
lines for the cool kids/lushes who like 
to hang out in the back by the bar. The 
concert area itself has a more open feel, 
too. Oh, and there is a new, second exit 
closer to the stage area, which should 
ease the minds of those who felt a little 
claustrophobic in the basement rock 
hall — not to mention the fire marshal. 

Aside from the cosmetic changes, 
the big story is that Signal Kitchen 
will be live streaming all of its shows. 
This was always part of the idea for the 
space, but it hasn’t really been put into 
practice yet. Many of the club’s shows 
have been recorded and you can watch 
those videos on SK’s YouTube page. But 
Lalli says he expects every show at the 
club to be available online, in real time. 
That’s pretty freakin' cool. 

Lalli also hinted at a potential 
development down the road that might 



just make Signal Kitchen the coolest 
joint in town. Sadly, he’s sworn me to 
secrecy on that one, under penalty of 
actually having to pay to see concerts. 
That’s terrifying. So you'll just have to 
wait. But trust me, it’s rad. 

In the meantime, Signal Kitchen 
reopens this weekend with a pair of free 
shows: Friday, February 7, with Caroline 
rose, plato ears and safar.'. and Saturday, 
February 8, with dj rashad, bless the 
child and principal dean. And, yes, they’ll 
still be handling the ArtsRiot booking, 

Brotherly Love 

Moving on, the ever-ascendant dupont 
brothers have a nice residency lined 
up ever)' Wednesday in February at 
Nectar’s. This week, on both February 
5 and February 12, the DuPonts will 
be joined by maryse smith and michael 
chorney, who have been playing 
together a bunch lately. I don’t want to 
jinx anything, but the last time Chorney 
took an interest in a super-talented 
young local songwriter, it was anaIs 
mitchell. I’d say she’s done pretty well 
for herself, and that Chorney clearly 
has an eye/ear for remarkable talent. 

So Smith-Chorney could really be a 
powerhouse combo. Rounding out the 
residency are local indie-folk upstarts 
the leatherbound books on February 19 
and nationally touring songwriter zach 
deputy on February 26. 

It’s also worth noting that the 
DuPont Brothers are currently working 
on a record of acoustic duos called 
Heavy as Lead. In a recent email to 
7D, zack dupont writes that the songs 
are modeled on “the same minimalist 
approach taken by gillian welch and 
david rawlings." Judging by some videos 
the DuPonts posted recently from 
busking sessions in South Carolina that 
feature the new tunes, I’d say he’s not 
far off the mark — though I’m not sure 
which brother is supposed to be Welch. 

DuPont adds that they’ll be opening 
each residency with a set of said new 
acoustic numbers as a duo, before 
bringing out the full band. So you can 
figure that out for yourself. 


For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow <£>DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 















CLUB DATES : 


WED. 05 


:n MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 0 



Burlington area 


THU. 06 


champlain valley 


regional 

MONO POLE: Open MIc. 8 p.m., Free. 

0 LIVE RIDLEY' S: Adirondack Jazz Orchestra. 8 


Charles in Charge You might not know Bobby Charles. But there’s a 
good chance you know his music. The late Louisiana-based songwriter penned a number 
of swampy R&B and rock hits, including "See You Later, Alligator" and "Walking to 
New Orleans.” On her latest record, Small Town Talk, songwriter and vocalist shannon 
mcnally teamed up with New Orleans legend Dr. John to pay tribute to Charles. The 
album features 14 Charles songs lovingly reimagined with the help of some ace talent, 
including Vince Gill, Derek Trucks and Luther Dickinson, to name a few. McNally plays 
the Skinny Pancake in Burlington on Thursday, February 6, with support from locals 
brett hughes & kat wright. Visit the Seven Days arts blog Live Culture this week for an 
interview with McNally. 



Wight & the 
d. S3. 


SHELBURNE VINEYARD: □: 


SKINNY PANCAKE: ! 


central 

BAGIT0S: Colin McCaffrey (acoustic). 6 p.m.. 

WHAMMY BAR: Broken String (hluegrass). 7 p.m. 


champlain valley 







FRI.07 


burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: RMX (rock), 8 p.m„ free. 


“We 



NEWLY RENOVATED LOUNGE 
FULL BAR & BEERS ON TAP 
POOL TABLE & DARTS 
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BiteTorrent 

Speaking of Nectar’s, I happened to 

catch KAT WRIGHT & THE INOOMITABLE SOUL 

band there last weekend. Here’s my 
serious professional critic’s take: holy 
shit. 

That was best I’ve seen them, which 
is saying something. And judging 
from the line that ran from Nectar’s 
to Mr. Mike's and barely moved over 
the course of the night, I’d say they’re 
poised for a big year. Catch ’em while 


Meanwhile, in Barre ... wait, Barre? (I'm 
being told, yes. Barre.) 

Ahem, meanwhile, in Barre, 
Montpelier indie band anachronist 


emerge from their winter slumber for a 
show at Espresso Bueno this Saturday, 
February 8. That band made my 2012 
list of the best Vermont-made records 
with their stirring EP, Row. I’m told 
they've been holed up at Egan Media 
with rob odea working on a follow- 
up, which is news that makes my ears 
all tingly. Also on the bill are fellow 
Montpeculiarians mystery points. 


Sign of Spring Number One: The 
Burlington Discover Jazz Fest has 
announced some headliners for this 
year’s jazzenanny. They include maceo 
“MACEOOO!” parker, a double bill with 
NEA Jazz Masters ron carter and benny 
golson, the King of Nouveau Swing 
oonald harrison and 2014 Grammy- 


nominated vocalist cecile mclorin 
salvant. Only five months to go... 

Last but not least, our thoughts go 
out to funkwagon front man aaron 
burroughs this week. Monday morning, 
his Burlington apartment was gutted 
by fire. Fortunately, he was able to get 
out safely. But he lost pretty much 
everything he owned, including all of 
his musical equipment. 

The early word from Burroughs is 
that Nectar’s has a benefit show planned 

with the LYNGUISTIC CIVILIANS. GANG OF 

thieves and casio bastard slated for 
February 20. Stay tuned for more details 
on that in the coming weeks. ® 



Listening In 

A peek at what was on my iPod, 
turntable, eight-track player, etc.. 
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3. 22 HOT NEON MRGIC 

3. 28 MIDNITE 


PLAINFIELD 
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New Folk 


. British songwriter beth orton 
first rose to prominence in the 1990s fusing folk and 
electronica. As her career progressed and she grew 
more confident in her musical abilities, she began 
to shed the digital sounds in favor of a more organic 
approach. On her most recent record, 2012 's 
Sugaring Season, she moved even further away 
from those early sounds, delivering a remarkable 
suite of atmospheric folk rock that Paste magazine 
said was "destined to become a classic.’’ Catch 
Orton at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge in 
South Burlington on Tuesday, February 11, with the 

MURPHY BEDS. 


I // BETH ORTON [SINGER-SONGWRITER] 




diamplain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: House Rockers (rock), 9 

northern 



THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: Karaoke, 9 p.m„ Free. 
MATTERHORN: Live Music. 4 p.m_ $3. Big Old Dirty 



PARKER PIE CO.: Wombaticus Rex (hip-hop), 8 p.m.. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Capital Zen (rock), 10 p.m., free. 

OLIVE RIDLEY'S: Glass Onion (rock), 10 p.m.. NA. 


SUN. 09 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke/Open Mic. 8 p.m.. free. 
CLUB METRONOME: Cosby Sweater. Up Until Now. 
Troop 300, ALXO [EDM). 9 p.m., $10/12. 18+. 
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REVIEW this 

PossumHaw, 

Waiting and 
Watching 

(SELF-RELEASED CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 



Waiting and Watching is the fourth CD 

PossumHaw has produced in the 10 or so 
years that they've been performing. It's 
tempting to call them a bluegrass band 
because of their instrumentation. But 
as the new record proves, the band can 
deliver a much broader musical palette. 

PossumHaw continue to capitalize on 
their musical strengths, most notably the 
talents of Colby Crehan, the band’s chief 


songwriter and lead vocalist. Crehan has 
penned nine of the 12 songs on the disc, 
and a few instant classics. These include 
the title track, a really catchy three-four 
balled entitled “On the Lemon Fair" and 
a chooglin’ gospel number called “Shake 
Out the Chaff.” Crehan's other high- 
profile gig is being one of the fine vocalists 
in the Bluegrass Gospel Project. With 
PossumHaw, the band’s mission seems to 
be ably accompanying their front woman's 
music. And that's a good thing, as she has 
written a real variety of soulful new songs. 

The newest member of this Vermont 
acoustic quintet is bass man Mitch 
Barron, who played for years with the 
Addison County trio Bread and Bones. 
Barron is a master of many styles, and his 
contributions to the evolving PossumHaw 
sound include some precious low drive 
and a tangible, rock-solid rhythmic 
foundation. 

Ace mandolinist Stephen Waud — who 
also tears it up with the Modern Grass 
Quintet, another local bluegrass ensemble 
— guitarist Charley Eiseman and banjo 
player Ryan Crehan sound like they’ve 
been playing together for years, and 
they have. The instrumental core of this 
band has risen above the '‘noodle-grass" 


Duke Aeroplane & 
the Wrong Numbers, 
Live on Buck 
Mountain 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Duke Aeroplane & the Wrong Numbers 
are a sister project of noted local 
“suspender fusionists” the Vermont Joy 
Parade. The two bands share a handful 
of members, a similarly vintage fashion 
sense — think extras from the film Gangs 
of New York — and, most importantly, a 
propensity for clever, energetic music 
and a flair for the dramatic. On their 
latest recording, Live on Buck Mountain, 
Aeroplane and company deliver a live 
album that could serve as a devilishly 
bawdy companion to VJP’s own 
recordings. But it seems a shame that this 
raucous record would be overshadowed 
by that band's studio offerings. Because 
behind the handlebar mustaches, bowler 
hats and suspenders, the heart of VJP lies 
in the band’s lively, creative spirit and 
undercurrent of pleasant debauchery. And 
as excellent as the VJP’s studio records 
are, the best way to experience the band is 
in person, ideally with a few Tom Collins 


or Old Fashioneds, with dozens of your 
closest, sweatiest friends. It is here that 
Live on Buck Mountain emerges from 
the shadow of the Joy Parade. It is an 
experience unto itself 

Everything about this record is meant 
to evoke a sensory experience, from the 13 
playfully haphazard tracks — a woozy mix 
of music, stage banter and glass clinking 

— to the album’s packaging, a brown 
paper bag that’s sealed with wax and 
includes lyrics typewritten on yellowing 
parchment. The result is an immersive 
work that achieves that rarest of feats: It 
actually makes home listeners feel like 
they’re part of the show. 

Following a lengthy piano intro, the 
band digs into Bob Dylan’s "Things 
Have Changed.” Save for the melody, 
Aeroplane’s version is hardly recognizable 

— think Dylan by way of Tom Waits’ 
classic live album Nighthawks at the Diner. 
It’s a bleary-eyed, blues- and booze- 
soaked jumble. After the song, pianist and 
vocalist Galen Peria, aka Duke Aeroplane, 
tells the crowd he’s spilled his beer all 
over his piano. That sets the evening’s 
tone of revelry. 

Following another cover, this time 
Willie Dixon’s “I’m Ready,” we get the 
first of five Peria originals, “Famous Last 


© GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


tendencies of some of the band’s earlier 

Peter Engisch at Ad Astra Recording 
in Williston engineered the album, and 
the resulting audio sparkle demonstrates, 
once again, that he knows how to get the 
best sound from acoustic instruments. 
Crehan’s vocals and Waud’s mando are 
right out there, where they belong, but all 
the players are in exactly the right place to 
show off how well they mesh as a band. 

You can catch PossumHaw live as 
part of the Coffeehouse Concert Series 
on Saturday, February 8, at the Rutland 
Unitarian Universalist Church; and 
Sunday, February 9, at the United Church 
of Westford. Waiting and Watching is 
available at possumhaw.net. 

ROBERT RESNIK 




Words.” It’s a rousing, accordion-fueled 
cut, laced like much of Pena’s writing 

typically, that sense of mortal dread is 
leavened by a devilish streak. It’s pointed 
but playful stuff. 

The album closes on another original, 
“Working Is a Curse.” The song is a clever 
lament of the loss of idle time in favor of 
keeping one’s nose to the grindstone. A 
rousing, anthemic sing-along chorus nods 
to famed curmudgeon Oscar Wilde, a clear 
literary influence on the band. “Working 
is a curse! Working is a curse!” sing band 
and crowd. Then, “It’s the curse of the 
drinking class!” 

Whether in concert or in the comfort 
of home, Live on Buck Mountain suggests 
we can all drink to that. 

Live on Buck Mountain is a very limited 
release — ours was one of 33 copies, 
according to the hand-numbered brown 
paper bag. So finding the album could be a 
challenge. In the meantime, you can check 
out the music of Duke Aeroplane & the 
Wrong Numbers at dukeaeroplane.com. 




Fresh. 

Filtered. Free. 
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with a gloomy shade of shoegaze-y synth pop heard on their debut EP, Dark Dark Lights. 
Now the band is set to release an anticipated full-length follow-up, Post-Everything , due 
out in March, that promises similarly moody and melodic riches. Touring in advance of 
that album, Weeknight play the Monkey House in Winooski on Saturday, February 8, 
with local indie songwriter nyiko. 



^£r rL i Urgent Care 

1 J I — ' FAMILY AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 

Now Accepting New Patients for Adult Primary Care 

Call for details or check our website. Not a Medicare/Medicaid provider. 


It’s all about Convenience! 

No appointment needed • Open six days/week 
(M-F 11am -6pm, Sat 11am -4pm) 

Little or no waiting 

It’s about quality medical care when you need it! 

253-2211* www.stowevturgentcare.com 
394 Mountain Rd (Baggy Knees Plaza), Stowe 




Compensation available for participants in a year-long 
vaccine study for the Prevention of Dengue Fever. 
Includes 2 dosing visits and brief follow-up visits. 
Adults between the ages of 1 8-50. Earn up to $2420. 


For more information and to schedule a screening, leave your name, 
phone number and a good time to call back. 
802-656-0013 • UVMVTC@UVM.EDU • UVMVTC.ORG 
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Spread the Beats Love 

0 


beats by dr. dre. 



Headphones and speakers from Beats make 
the perfect gift for that special someone. 
Stop by to check out the whole collection! 



Small Dog 

ELECTRONICS 



CYNTHEA 

WIGHT 

HAUSMAN 


Follow former 
U.S. luge 
athlete 


of Burlington, 
blogging 
behind the 
scenes from 
the 2014 
Winter Games 
in Russia! 
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"Textured," Vermont Metro Gallery 


foreground suggestive of a large lake. The 
vertical stitching that the artist includes in 
some of her weavings is angled in “Await” 
like streaks of rain. 

Texture is also a primary attribute of 
Gowri Savoor's wall projections. Scores 
of foot-long wire strands — as straight 
and nearly as thin as needles — protrude 


in compact formation from a background 
board. Each is crowned with a seed — sun- 
flower in the case of “Blackbird,” pumpkin 
in “Seed-bank.” There’s also “Ash-Maple 
Cube,” which consists of a small wooden 
frame suspended from the ceiling, its six 
sides pasted all over with the type of seeds 
kids call “helicopters.” 


These dynamic pieces look like they're 
about to vibrate. The torqued form of 
“Blackbird” seethes with as much coiled 
energy as a Richard Serra steel construc- 
tion 1,000 times its size and one million 
times its weight. 

Just as Henderson works in the tradi- 
tionally female medium of needlepoint, 


— 


C urators often look for a uni- 
fying theme when titling a 
group show. It gives viewers 
a conceptual frame for seeing 
an assortment of pieces as a cohesive, 
comprehensible whole rather than as 
an arbitrary array of artworks with little 
stylistically in common. 

“Textured," however, doesn’t fit com- 
fortably as the billing for the current show 
at the Vermont Metro Gallery. The term, 
which suggests 
works that evoke a 
desire to touch, defi- 
nitely does apply tc 
some of the 40 01 
so watercolors, sculptures, prints, silhou- 
ettes and fabric assemblages on view on 
the fourth floor of the BCA Center. It’s too 
far a stretch, however, to describe many of 
the others that way. 

BCA didn't need to herd this diverse 
aggregation into a narrow notional corral. 
“Four Vermont Women Artists” might not 
be as pithy a title, but it would avoid ten- 
dentious categorization while implicitly 
acknowledging differences among both 
media and methods that visitors will no- 
tice more than the similarities. 

That plain- Jane alternative title would 
also highlight a species of show that re- 
mains rare, even in an art world that’s 
becoming less male dominated. Plus, it’s 
consistent with the gallery’s stated mis- 
sion: to “present and sell the artwork of 
Vermont artists working in a wide variety 
of contemporary media.” 

That said, texture is the defining element 
of Karen Henderson’s fabric creations. She 
combines handwoven linen with cottons 
and silks to produce subdued, moody im- 
ages that evoke Vermont landscapes. They 
also allude to the poetic paintings of Ameri- 
can tonalists such as Thomas Wilmer Dew- 
ing and John Henry Twachtman. 

Henderson achieves literal depth in 
a couple of these mostly smallish pieces 
through the recessing of a rectangular 
shape that looks as though it could be a 
secret compartment or an entryway into 
another dimension. 

The artist’s practice of bisecting her 
planes by means of contrasts in color or 
material leads us to see horizon lines in 
her semirepresentational works. That 
perception is reinforced in “Await” by 
triangular shapes on the top part of the 
composition that locals will read as Ad- 
irondack peaks and by a bluish, watery 



ART SHOWS 


so can Savoor’s minimalist “seedscapes” 
be seen as a feminine counterpoint to the 
hypermasculine erections of a Serra or a 
Mark di Suvero. 

And there’s more of Savoor to savor in 
this show. She’s also represented by water- 
colors that can’t be said to offer much in 
the way of texture, but do possess plenty 
ofvisual power. A palette ofyellow, orange 
and magenta produces welcome warmth 
in a couple of these works on paper; oth- 
ers are cool combinations of blue, green 
and gray. All consist of ribbon-like tendrils 
looping and swooping into intertwined, 
circular patterns that, if they could speak, 
would make a joyful whoop. 

Savoor, a Montpelier resident of Anglo- 
Indian descent, is an artist of great verve 
and versatility. 

Photographer Mary Zompetti achieves 
a streaky, layered effect of colors and 
shadows in her series of “scanner experi- 
ments” that straddle the divide between 
digital and analog. A spectrum-like ar- 
rangement is produced in “Prisms” by thin 
vertical lines of subtly varied hues, while a 
specter appears in the form of what might 
be a couple of curled, translucent fingers. 
Black smudges and hair's-width flecks 
also punctuate the piece. 

Kodak-retro film strips and camera 
parts appear in other Zompetti prints, 
such as “Spiraled,” which also includes 
human forms and hints of vegetation. 
There is something textural about these 
large-scale apparitions, but their eeriness 
makes the strongest impression. 

Time for something a little lightheart- 
ed? Vermont Metro Gallery delivers it in 
this exhibit via an 18-part set of “scissor 
drawings" by Jennifer Koch. 

She pastes black paper cutouts onto 
pages sliced from a dictionary. The artist's 
interventions sometimes relate to an origi- 
nal drawing on the page that accompanies 
a word’s definition. Koch’s forms include 
birds, fish, tools, knives, a ladder and a 
gun. There's also something that resem- 
bles a molecular chain, as well as the sort 
of finger and hand positions used in sign 
language. In one especially droll work, a 
bull stands on its hind legs, balanced on a 
fish and holding a pair of scissors. 

Art hounds may guess at the influ- 
ence of Kara Walker on this part of Koch’s 
portfolio. That African American artist 
puts black cutouts of women and Aphro- 
ditic figures on white backgrounds to pose 
questions and present critiques related to 
race and gender. Koch isn’t aiming for po- 
litical profundity in her less thematically 
laden creations. Her scissor drawings are 
simply juxtapositions of words and im- 
ages. And that’s enough. 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 


TALKS & 
EVENTS 

ESSEX ART LEAGUE MEETING: 


'1864: SOME SUFFER SO MUCH': 






KATE GRIDLEY: "Passing Through: 

work. Friday. February 7. 6:30-7:30 
Center. Burlington. Info, 652-4500. 
'ANONYMOUS': The Challenges 
Artists" with Frank J. Korom. 


VALENTINE'S RECEPTION: Jewelry 

Gallery. Newport. Info, 334-1966. 

OPEN HOUSE AND STUDIO SALE: 


LIBBY DAVIDSON PLEIN-AIR 
DEMONSTRATION: The Colchester 

Jericho. Info, 899-3211. 

RECEPTIONS 

JOAN HOFFMAN: Oil and 

728-9878. 

RUDDY ROYE: 'Telling Stories.' an 

'ANONYMOUS': 

18 at Fleming Museum. UVM. in 


Gallery: LEAH SOPHRIN: ' Spring 
KATY S U DOL- "Color of Expression." 

and ROBERT W. BRUNELLE JR.: 

479-7069. 

2ND ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL 

ART SHOW: Thisjuried exhibit 


'DOROTHY AND HERB VOGEL: 
ON DRAWING': A collection of 

February 5, 5:40-7 p.m. 


Chaplin Hall Gallery in Northrield. 
February 9. 2-4 p.m. Info, 485-2886. 

'CRAFTUCATION': SHELBURNE 
CRAFT SCHOOL EDUCATORS 
ORIGINAL WORKS: Six artist- 

863-6458. 

MARIA DEL CASTILLO: The Lima. 

26 at Red Square in Burlington, 
p.m. Info. 318-2438. 

JAMES VOGLER. Abstract oil 
Through April 29 at Left Bank Home 

Friday, February?. 5:30-8 p.m. Info. 
862-1001. 

RAY BROWN: 'Retrospective: From 
at Green Bean Art Gallery at Capitol 


LINDA PRUITT. 'Re-wilding.' 
local artist. Through March 30 

Reception: Friday. February? 4-8 
p.m. Info. 223-0043. 

MATTHEW DOUGLASS: The 


February 7 through 28 at ArtsRiot 
February 7 7-9 p.m. Info. 540-0406. 

SUPERCOOL GLASS': An exhibit 

ELIZABETH CLEARY: Acrylic 

'THE NAKED TRUTH': A group 

p.m. Info. 859-9222. 

NANCY GADUE: Window paintings 
through 28 at The Cheshire Cat 
February 7, 4-6 p.m. Info, 223-1981. 
ANTHONY SINI: 'Go Figure," 

through March 31 at Artspace 106 


ONGOING 

burlington area 

'ALICE'S WONDERLAND: A MOST CURIOUS 

Burlington. Info. 864-1848. 

'ANONYMOUS: CONTEMPORARY TIBETAN ART: 

18 at Fleming Museum, UVM, in Burlington. Info. 


offices. Through February 28 at VCAM Studio in 
OJANGO HULPHERS: Influenced by 'California 

Speaking Volumes In Burlington. Info. 540-0107. 


'DOROTHY AND HERB VOGEL: FIFTY WORKS FOR 
FIFTY STATES': Work from the Vogels' extensive 

Balth. Judy Rifka. Pat Steir and Richard Tuttle: 'EAT: 
THE SOCIAL LIFE OF FOOD': A student-curated 

DOSTIE BROS. SELECTIONS: Works in the private 

February 7 through March 31 at Dostie Bros. Frame 
ELIZABETH A. HAGGART: "Wonder," paintings 

Burlington. Info, 656-2014. 


JOHN BISBEE: "New Blooms,' wall and freestanding 

KATE DONNELLY: 'A Period of Confinement," 

April 12 at BCA Center in Burlington. Info. 

LOCAL ARTIST GROUP SHOW: Works by Jane 


Curated by SEABA. Through February 28 at 
859-9222. 


INFO 

'Textured' at Vermont Metro Gallery, BCA 
Center in Burlington. Through March 22, 
burlingtoncityarts.org 


® 


VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 





GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIES®SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


art 


BURLINGTON-AREA SHOWS « P.7I 


LYDIA LITTWIN: ‘E 

closed. Curated by SEABA Through February 28 at 
Pine Street Deli in Burlington. Info, 859-9222, 
NANCY TOMCZAK: Avian watercolor paintings 

(Pine Street] In Burlington. Info, 859-9222. 

NICOLE MANDEVILLE: 'Lightscapes,' acrylic paint- 

Room in Burlington. Info, 859-9453. 

REBECCA WEISMAN: Ethan Allen Nights.' a 

Burlington. Info, 862-9616. 

RIKI MOSS & JANET VAN FLEET: 'Parade: A 

ROADSIDE PICNIC': Large-scale leaf prints by 

Flynndog in Burlington. Info. 363-4746. 

SUE MOWRER ADAMSON: 'Monsters. Owls and 

Chop Shop in Burlington. Info, 233-6473. 

TR ERICSSON: 'Crackle and Drag: Film Index." 

Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

'THE ART OF THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES': 

Library, UVM, In Burlington. Info, 656-2020. 



Ruddy Roye Jamaican-born 
Radcliffe “Ruddy" Roye was a journalist 
who, dissatisfied with the photographs 
accompanying his articles, began taking 
his own. After relocating to Brooklyn in 
2000, he became a photographer for the 
Associated Press. And when Hurricane 
Sandy came along, Roye became an 
“Instagram activist” — acquiring some 
46,000 followers for his searing images 
of that storm's destruction along with 
in-depth and compassionate narratives. 
Roye has spent a weeklong residency 
with students at Green Mountain College 
in Poultney, where he has a concurrent 
exhibit of photos aptly titled “Telling 
Stories." He gives an artist talk on 
Thursday, February 6, 6:30 p.m., in the 
East Room of the Withey Student Center. 
A reception follows on Friday, February 7, 
5-7 p.m., in the William Feick Arts Center. 
The exhibit continues through February 
14. Pictured: “Ba Congo.” 


central 

ALEC FROST: 'Houses. Bams and Bridges or 

Tunbridge Public Library. Info. 889-9404. 

'EARTH AS MUSE: BEAUTY, DEGRADATION, HOPE. 
REGENERATION. AWAKENING': Artwork that 

by Fran Bull. Pat Musick, Harry A. Rich, Jenny 
Great Hall in Springfield. Info, 258-3992. 

FIRST ANNUAL GROUP ART SHOW: Selected works 

March 8 at Jacqulth Public Library in Marshfield. 
Info. 426-3581. 









Robert Waldo Brunelle Jr. The Jericho artist is a highly 

productive painter who turns out series of colorful narrative scenes featuring his 
Vermont environs and everyday life. Though his palette is brighter, his subject matter 
often humorous, Brunelle’s work draws comparisons to that of Edward Hopper, his 
stated greatest influence. In his latest series of 20 acrylic paintings on canvas, Brunelle 
depicts “the journey of a boy through various urban landscapes.” Autobiographical? 
Ask the artist at a reception this Saturday, February 8, 4-6 p.m., at Studio Place Arts 
in Barre. Brunelle’s solo exhibit, on the third floor, shares the three-story gallery with 
“Chaos,” a group show in the Main Gallery, and works by Leah Sophrin and Katy Sudol 
on the second floor. Pictured: “Walking Home 12.” 


'INTERPRETING THE INTERSTATES': Compiling pho- 


Museum in Montpelier. Inro, 479-8500. 

'JUICE BAR' WINTER SHOW: Tire annuel rotating 

Gallery in Rochester. Info, 767-9570. 

JOHN SNELL: "Taking Time to See,” photographs 

Montpelier. Info. 223-3338. 

KATE REEVES: 'My Winter World” watercolor 


Woodstock. Info, 457-2295. 

KEN LESLIE: 'Golden Dome Cycle and Other Works: 

'LOIS FOLEY: A LIFE IN SERVICE TO ART': Works 

February 10 at ORCA Media in Montpelier. Info, 
224-9901. 


LORRAINE MANLEY: "Luminous Vermont" vibrant. 


MAKING AN IMPRESSION: VERMONT 
PRINTMAKERS’: Eighteen printmakers from 

802-728-9878. 

REGIS CUMMINGS: Places and Faces on a 

Montpelier. Info. 828-0749. 

'SUSTAINABLE SHELTER: DWELLING WITHIN THE 
FORCES OF NATURE'. An exhibition that examines 


THE FOUNDER'S COLLECTION': A group exhibit 

TOM 8ERRIMAN: Bird photography from wildlife 



Allagash 


We are looking for 

volunteers 


IjjNgjHgMS 

o parade 

Saturday, March 1 st , 2014 
Email CANDACE at H|DPE 

W I XV b 

CANDACE@HOPEWORKSVT.ORG 

?ndWdo°a' s For more FREeVi!™^.,^ 

Welcome! details check out Commemorative 
MAG1CHAT.NET T-Shirt 


The Authentic Belgian Tradition 

Thursday, February 13, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


$20 for ECHO members 

$25 for non members 

For tickets and info visit ecnovermont.org 

Enjoy presentations while sipping delicious 
world-class beer made in the Belgian style. 
Tickets include all presentations, 10 tastings, 
commemorative Belgian-style beer glass and lite 
hors d'oeuvres by Sugarsnap. After-Party 9 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. at The Farmhouse Tap & Grill. 


**l 

<6> afterdark 



art 


CALL TO ARTISTS 


Mall from May through August 2014. The 

Deadline: April 15. Info, 899-2974 or 
THINK SQUARE! Established and emerg- 

December 2014. Oeadiine: August 15. Info, 

AVA GALLERY AND ART CENTER is accept- 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS Oo you have 

into cash. $30 per space. Deadline: 
February 20. Edna. 247-4295 or info@ 

JUXTAPOSE: PHOTO EXHIBIT The 


HIGH SCHOOL PHOTO EXHIBIT Darkroom 

'ILLUMINE': CALL FOR PHOTOS For 

com/ex53/, 

CREATIVE COMPETITION The Space Gallery 


champlain valley 

ANNUAL STUDENT ART SHOW: An energetic 


'FULL HOUSE': An exhibit of works In a variety of 

JARED KATZ: "Reflections on the World I See." 

Television in Richmond. Info, 434-2550. 

JIM BORDEN: Watercolors by the late local 

28 at Jackson Gallery. Town Hall Theater, in 


'NEW LIVES. NEW ENGLAND’: Weaving, henna 

OBSERVING VERMONT ARCHITECTURE': 


PAUL BOWEN: Sculpture: 1973-2013,' works cre- 


STEPHEN SCHAUB: Mixed-media works that 

State College. Inro. 468-6052. 

TOM MERWIN: Abstract paintings by the Vermont 

WINTER ART MART: Local artists show 


CINDY GRIFFITH: F 

CLAIRE DESJARDINS: Colorful and energetic 

EVIE LOVETT: Backstage at the Rainbow 


KICK AND GLIDE: VERMONT'S NORDIC SKI 


LIBBY DAVIDSON: The 50 Project' 50 plein-air 

SCOTT KETCHAM: Beauty and Darkness." an 

SOPHIA CANNIZZARO: New photographs of 
Parker Pie Co. In West Glover. Info, 525-3366. 
'SURVEILLANCE SOCIETY': With works in a 
Harvey. Charles Krafft David Wallace and Eva 

Through April 20 at Helen Day Art Center in 
SUSAN GOODBY: Collages and paintings filled 
April 13 at Claire's Restaurant & Bar in Hardwick. 
WILLIAM B. HOYT: Realizations.’ realistic paint- 
Flne Art Gallery in Stowe. Info. 253-1818. 

WINTER ART SALE: Bargains on works in a 

Through February 22 at MAC Center for the Arts 
Gallery in Newport Info. 334-1966. 


PAT MUSICK: 'Our Fragile Home." sculptures and 

Museum & Art Center. Info. 257-0124. 

Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. Info, 257-0124. 


'EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES: HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
THE AFRICAN ART COLLECTION': An exhibition 

'IN RESIDENCE: CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS 
AT DARTMOUTH': This exhibit celebrates the 


JULES DE BALINCOURT: A premier exhibit of 

NOAH SAVETT: "Dreams and Visions." abstract 

Museum of Fine Arts. Info. 514-285-2000. 

RICH FEDORCHAK. GALEN CHENEY. GIL 
SCULLION AND ENRICO RILEY: Collage. 

Center in Lebanon, N.H. Info, 603-448-3117. © 



‘Supercool Glass’ 

Before the invention of plastics, glass 
was a ubiquitous commodity, used “in 
virtually every aspect of life, from dining 
to fashion, from architecture to medicine, 
from entertainment to marketing,” writes 
Kory Rogers, curator of design arts at 
the Shelburne Museum. Opening this 
week in the new Pizzagalli Center for Art 
and Education, his exhibit “Supercool 
Glass” features functional items from the 
permanent collection alongside the more 
innovative, sculptural works of nearly 20 
local and national artists. The old anchors 
and contrasts with the new — the latter 
of which includes, among other things, 
a glass chainmaille suit, glass-encrusted 
furniture and glass sculptures based on 
human skulls. The exhibit opens with 
a reception on Thursday, February 6, 
7-9 p.m., and continues through June 8. 
Pictured: glass and wood chair and light 
fixture by Mark Riegelman II. 





Together, Better Choices 

...like cooperative partnerships with 
community organizations. 



City Market is proud to partner with the Boys & Girls Club 
to inspire and enable community youth Together we can 
help kids realize their full potential as productive, healthy, 
responsible and caring citizens. City Market donates food, 
funding and staff and volunteer time to help die 
Boys & Girls Club deliver successful programs. 

Learn more at www.bandgclub.org. 


Cityn 

Market 


82 S Winooski Ave Burlington, VT 05401 
Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 11 p.m. 

(802) 861-9700 wwwcity market coop 




"AMERICAN IDIOT" 

Tues. & Wed., February 11 & 12 

“‘SfilSiMX 


KRDNOS QUARTET 

“Black Angels" & Other Works 

Sal., February 15 at 8 pm, MainStage 

si™™ truexiullins C2 > 


MARK 
MDRRIS DANCE GRDDP 

Wed., February 19 at 7:30 pm, MainStage 


m 


*MRP P 


vpr 









NEW IN THEATERS 

THE LEGO MOVIE: A lowly Lego figure discovers 

featuring the voices of Chris Pratt Will Arnett and 
THE MONUMENTS MEN: George Clooney and Matt 


VAMPIBE ACADEMY: A 

min. PG-131 



NOW PLAYING 


Linings Playbook | Russell directed. (138 min. R| 


ratings 

** = could've been worse, but not a lot 
**■* = has its moments; so-so 
**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 



READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY *1/2 Tracy Letts adapted 

directed. (121 min, R) 

FROZEN ***1/2: In the latest Disney animation, 

Chris (Surfs Up) Buck and Jennifer Lee directed. 


writer-director Spike Jonze (Where the Wild Things 


THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF 


THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE***l/2: 




it matter? With Bill Nighy and Yvonne Strahovski. 

INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS**** Oscar Isaac plays 

JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT**l/2: Chris Pine 

LABOR DAY*: A small-town single mom (Kate 

Reitman (Up in the Air). With Gattlin Griffith and 
Majestic, Palace.) 

LONE SURVIVOR****: Mark Wahlberg stars in 

(The Kingdom ) directed. (121 min. R( 

MANDELA: LONG WALK TO FREEDOM***: Idris 

Other Boleyn Girl) Chadwick directed. (139 min. 



is so much more than 
due date. 

at Central Vermont Women's 
know that every s tep on your path 
to childbirth is an important one and that a 
healthy pregnancy starts before conception. 

It's a great idea to get a medical checkup 
before getting pregnant to make sure your 
body is ready to have a baby. 

We’ll talk together about: 

• your family history 

• medicines you take - including herbs 
Tii • whether your vaccinations are up-to-date 

• medical conditions you have, like 
diabetes or high blood pressure. 

Here are 9 things to do before 
getting pregnant: 

• Plan when you want to have a baby. 

• Use reliable birth control until then. 

• Take a daily multivitamin with 400 
micrograms of folic acid to help reduce 
the risk of neural tube birth defects. 

• Stop smoking, drinking alcohol and 
taking illegal drugs. 

• Get a medical checkup. 

• Eat healthy and get to your optimal 
weight. 

• Do something active every day. 

• Avoid exposure to harmful substances. 

• Learn to manage your stress. 

There is nothing more important 
to us than your health and the 
health of your baby. 


371 .5961 to schedule a time for us to get together. 

My partners and I look forward to meeting you to talk 
about your plans to grow your family. 

jp ^ Central Vermont Womens Health 

^ ¥ A CVMC Medical Group Practice / cvmc.org 

30 Fisher Rd / Med Office Bldg A, Suite 1-4 Berlin VT 05602 / 371-5961 


MD Cosmetics 

Medical Spa 


Valentines Spec ials 


TATA HARPER 

MINI FACIAL 

$ 45 

(regular $80 Value] 


FREE MAKE UP 
LESSON 

with any $25 
product purchase 

GIFT 

CERTIFICATES 


20 % off 

MINERAL MAKE UP 

m 




FABIAN 

COSTUME 

SALES 

fl'> 

SHOP CLOSING! 
CHECK OUT ALL THE 
GREAT BARGAINS! 

73 Main St. • Fair Haven, VT 
Open Wed and Sat 1-5 
or by appointment. Call today! 


Governor's Institutes of Vermont 
Summer STEM Programs 
for High School Students 



snovjtimes 


E. FOR UP-TO-DATE TIMES VISIT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/MOVIES. 


BIG PICTURE THEATER 

AS Canoll Rd. (olfRte. 100). Waitsfield, 


The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug in 30 6:45. Labor Day 6:30, 

Friday 7 — thursday 13 

9:05. The Lego Movie in 3D Fri: 


friday 7 — toes day 11 

Sat & Sun: 1. 7:45. Mon-Tue: 

7:45. Mandela: Long Walk to 

Sat & Sun: 2. 5. Mon & Tue: S. 




'The Lego Movie in 3D Fri: 8:30, Sat: 
Movie Fri: 6:30. Sat and Sun: 1, 6:30. 

The Nut Job Sat and Sun: 1:10. 3:40. 
'RoboCop Wed and Thu: 6:50. That 

Sun: 1:20, 4, 6:40. Mon to Thu: 6:40. 

CAPITOL SHOWPLACE 


Moment 12, 3:10, 5:15, 7:20, 9:25. 

2:05, 4:40, 7:15, 9:50. Frozen 2:20. 
Frozen Sing Along 12.4:40. 1. 

Labor Day 12, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40. 

9:35. The Nut Job in 3D 3. 5. 7:10. Th< 
Nut Job 1. 9:15. Ride Along 12:35, 


12:30. 2:05. 4:40, 7:15. 9:50. Frozen 

Frankenstein 30 2:30.4:45,7:10. 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 12:30. 
2:50, 5:10,7:30, 9:50. Labor Day 12. 






Buyers Club Fri: 9. Sat: 3:30. 9. 


American Hustle 1:30, 3:10, 8:10. 

3:45, 6:30, 8:50. Frozen 3D 1:40. 

Smaug 3D 4:20. 6:05. The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire 3:45, 7:40. 1, 
Frankenstein 2D 3:50, 6, 9:10. Jack 
Ryan: Shadow Recruit 1:50, 4:15, 

6:50, 9:15. Labor Day 1:10, 3:40, 6:50, 

The Nut Job in 3D 3:30, 9:20. The Nut 
Job 1:25. Saving Mr. Banks 1:15, 6:10, 

9:20. The Wolf of Wall Street 1. 7:45. 

3D Sat and Sun: 11:40 a.m., 2:10. 4:40. 

Tue: 1:50, 6:40, 9:20. Labor Day Fri 

2, 4:30, 6:50. 9:10. ‘The Lego Movie 
11:30 a.m., 1:10. 3:40. 4:20, 6:10. Mon 

The Nut Job in 3D Fri to Sun: 12:40, 

Fri: 11:50 a.m.. 2, 7:15. 9:35, Sat and 
Sun: 11:50 a.m„ 2 4:10. 7:15, 9:35. Mon 


Buyers Club 3:40, 6:55. Frozen 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 1:20, 

10. 9. The Nut Job in 30 


12 Years a Slave 4:20, 6:10, 8:50. 

Buyers Club 7, 9:30. Frozen (2D) 
12:50. 3:40. Labor Day 12 6:20. 
9:20. 'The Lego Movie (2D) 12, 2:15. 
'The Lego Movie (3D) 12:30, 2:45, 


6:40, 9:15. The Nut Job (20) 12:10, 
4:30. The Nut Job (3D) 2:20. Ride 
Along 2:10, 7:10. That Awkward 
Moment 12:05. 2:05, 4:10, 6:30. 9:20. 
‘Vampire Diary 1:10, 4. 6:50, 9:05. 

12 Years a Slave 3:55 6:10, 8:50. 

Buyers Club 7, 8:30. Frozen (2D) 
3:30. Labor Day 1:15. 4, 6:20, 9:20. 

' The Lego Movie (2D) 1, 3:40. “The 
Lego Movie (3D) 1:45, 4:30, 7, 9:10. 

6:40. 9:15. The Nut Job (3D) 1:40. 
Ride Along 2, 7:10. That Awkward 
Moment 1:50, 4:10. 6:30, 9:20. 


PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 


Llewyn Davis 1:20, 3:55, 6:45, 9:15. 
Wolf ofWall Street 1:15,4:50,8:15. 

American Hustle 3:25, 9:15. The 
Great Beauty 12:55, 3:35, 6:20, 9. 
Her 1:10, 3:45. 6:40, 9:20. Inside 

Monuments Men 1:05. 3:30, 6:45. 

Philomena 1:20. 6:25. The Wolf 
of Wall Street 3:20. 6:35. 

PALACE 9 CINEMAS 

864-5610, palace9.com 


Awkward Moment 6:30. 9. 

'The Lego Movie (2D) 6:30, 9. 
'The Lego Movie (30) Sat & 

Moment Fri: 6:30, 9. Sat & Sun: 1. 
3:20, 6:30, 9. Mon-Thu: 6:30, 9. 


THE SAVOY THEATER 

2014 Oscar Nominated 

friday 7 — thursday 13 

Fri: 6:30, 8:15. Sat and Sun: 1:30, 


8:45. Wed and Thu: 6: 


STOWE CINEMA 3 PLEX 


8:45. Sun: 2:30, 7:15. Mon to Thu: 

Fri: 7, 9:10. Sat: 2:30, 4:40, 7. 9:10. 
Sun: 2:30. 4:40, 7:15, Mon to Thu: 

WELDEN THEATRE 

104 No. Main 5L, SL Albans, 627- 


Survivor 7:05. The Nut Job 6. 

friday 7— thursday 13 
Frozen Sat & Sun: 2. ‘The Lego 
Movie (2D) Fri: 7:05, 9:15. Sat 

7hu:7:05. 'The Lego Movie (30) 
Sat & Sun: 4:30. That Awkward 
Moment Fri: 7:10, 9:15. Sat & Sun: 
4:30, 7:10. 9:15. Mon to Thu: 7:10. 

Sun: 1, 4:30. 7, 9:15. Mon to Thu: 7. 


Nut Job 1 ! 


5. Ride Along 12:35, 


/IE?/ L00K up SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile i i i l e howumes fl is 





= MOVIE CLIPS = 


iW PLAYING « P.77 


LL STREET****: Le 


NEW ON VIDEO 


BAGGAGE CLAIM*l/2 A night attendant (Paula 


DALLAS BUYERS 


ESCAPE PLAN **1/2 After a structural security 



V Montpelier 4! 
Antiques Market 

Montpelier Elks Country Club 
7:30 AM -1:30 PM 


its S5 (7:30 AM), 
Genera] Public S2 (9:00 AM) 

Visit us at 

nontpelierantiquesmarket.ct 
Dealer Information 
(802) 751-6138 


Are you concerned about. . . 

Your Teen's Substance Use? 


Call T.l .P.S. 

The Teen Intervention Program for Substance Use 
Our research study includes confidential assessment and treatment 
for teens and families dealing with substance use problems. 

Please call our counseling program at Spectrum Youth and Family Services, a research 
partner with Dartmouth, 802.864.7423, ext. 310. Orvisit www.spectrumvt.org/TIPS. 


MOVIESYOU MISSED&MORE 



Cutie and the Boxer 


At 

VEP 


E ighty-year-old Ushio Shinohara and 
his wife, Noriko, live in a sprawling 
living/studio space in Brooklyn. He has 
been creating ferocious neo-Dadaist art 
— including canvases that he attacks with 
paint-covered boxing gloves, hence the 
nickname — since his angry-young-man 
days in Japan. She draws wry cartoons 
about their turbulent relationship and 
grumbles about being in his shadow. 


inner Together, they worry about making the 

rent. For all Ushio’s ’60s celebrity — the 
imorable Guggenheim is considering acquiring one 

achary of his boxing paintings — money is tight... 


ulture 


Spring Gardening Seminars 

Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 


February 8 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Basic Concepts in Landscape Design 

Silvia Jope and Forrest White 
A step-by-step approach to planning your garden and 
landscape. Learn the fundamentals of design in this seminar 
for gardeners of all skill levels. 

February 15 • 9:30-1 l:OOam 

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners 


This class is a great induction to vegetable gardening, 
how to get organized and successfully grow foods that you 
enjoy eating. From buying seeds to harvesting the bounty, this class 
will give you the tools to make gardening fun and easy. 

To register, go to www.GardenerSupplyStore.com [you can now pay online!) or 
call 660-3505 x4. Pre-registration and pre-payment required. Classes are SI 0.00 
per person. See www.GardenersSupplyStore.com for program details and 
for information on our lunch & learn series. 4+2 Plan is for Gardener's Club 
members. Seminars are held at Gardener's in Burlington. 

QARDENEI^fj 

128 Intervale Road, Burlington • (802) 660-3505 
472 Marshall Ave. Williston • (802)658-2433 
www.GardenersSuppfyStore.com • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm; Sun lOam-Spm 



30% off All High Mowing Seeds - February 1-28. 





fun stuff 


MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28), CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-4), & CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 



DAKOTA MCFADZEAN 










NEWS QUIRKS 


' ROLAND SWEET \ 


Small Jobs 

Scientists at Australia’s Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization announced 
plans to glue sensors, each 2.5 mm 
square and weighing 5 milligrams, onto 
5,000 honeybees in Tasmania, hoping 
to track their movements and halt the 
spread of diseases. The bees are first 
refrigerated to make them docile, and 
younger bees, which are hairier than 
older bees, often need to be shaved 
before the microchips can be glued on. 
The scientists said they’re working on 
shrinking the sensors to 1 mm square 
so they can be glued to mosquitoes and 
other small insects. (Reuters) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

Authorities charged Brad Lee Davis, 33, 
with killing his 58-year-old stepfather 
during an argument by giving him an 
“atomic wedgie.” Court papers filed in 
Pottawatomie County, Okla., state that 
Davis admitted pulling Denver Lee St. 
Clair’s underwear over his back and 
head, allowing the elastic waistband to 
wrap around the victim’s neck and suf- 
focate him. “I’d never seen this before,” 
Sheriff Mike Booth said, believing it 
to be the first death by wedgie in the 
United States. (Oklahoma City’s 
Oklahoman ) 

Blame Game 

Campaigning to reduce homicides in 
Venezuela, which the United Nations 
ranks fifth highest in the world, Presi- 
dent Nicolas Maduro accused televi- 
sion soap operas of spreading “anti- 


values” to young people by glamorizing 
violence, guns and drugs. Last year, 
Maduro blamed violent video games 
and the movie Spider-Man. (Associated 
Press) 


SHERIFF MIKE BOOTH 
BELIEVED ITTO BE 

THE FIRST DEATH 
BY WEDGIE INTHE 
UNITED STATES. 


What Could Go Wrong? 

During a meeting of the Senate Home- 
land Security and Government Affairs 
Committee to address postal reform, 
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., stated his eager- 
ness to include a provision that would 
“remove a federal ban on guns in post 
offices” so that licensed gun owners 
could carry their weapons inside post 
office buildings instead of having to 
leave them in their vehicle. (MSNBC) 

The Price of Idealism 

Despite being packed almost every day, 
a restaurant in China’s Fujian prov- 
ince is losing money because it trusts 
diners to pay what they want. Many 
choose to pay nothing. In its first three 
months, Five Loaves and Two Fish lost 
250,000 yuan ($41,100), according to 


majority investor Liu Pengfei, who 
said the news isn’t all bad. “We initially 
expected the restaurant to stay open 
for two months, and now it has lasted 
three,” he said. “The losses are not 
unbearable.” (China Daily) 

Hazards of Toilet Paper 

After someone rolled a house and 
trees in Dora, Ala., homeowner Cheryl 
Crausewell and her son cleaned up 
most of the mess, but some of the toilet 
paper remained stuck in a magnolia 
tree. Crausewell said they set fire to a 
piece of toilet paper to remove it, but 
the wind blew it into the front yard, 
setting the grass on fire. Within sec- 
onds, Crausewell said the fire spread 
to the backyard, where a propane 
gas tank from a grill fueled the blaze, 
which destroyed the house. (Birming- 
ham's WBRC -TV) 

Health Care Follies 

Intending to save Florida millions of 
dollars by privatizing health care for 
prison inmates. Department of Correc- 
tions head Michael D. Crews awarded 
a five-year, $1.2 billion contract to 
Tennessee-based Corizon to provide 
medical care for inmates at 41 state 
correctional facilities, even though 
the company was sued 660 times for 
malpractice in the past five years. A 
second contractor, Pittsburgh-based 
Wexford Health Services, signed a five- 
year, $240 million contract to provide 
medical services to nine state institu- 
tions, despite having 1,092 malpractice 
claims filed against it in five years. In 


2006, Corizon, then known as Prison 
Health Services, backed out of a 10- 
year state prison health care contract 
months after being awarded the deal, 
insisting that it wasn’t making enough 
money. (Miami Herald) 

Second-Amendment Follies 

Lacking a laser pointer for a slideshow 
presentation to a foreign delegation at 
State Police headquarters in Albany, 
N.Y., Jerome M. Hauer, the state direc- 
tor of homeland security, took out his 
loaded 9-mm Glock pistol and used the 
laser-sighting device attached to the 
barrel as a pointer. One public official 
who attended the meeting said that 
three Swedish emergency managers in 
the delegation were rattled when the 
gun's laser tracked across one of their 
heads while Hauer was trying to find a 
map of New York to point at. (Albany’s 
Times Union) 

Do As I Do, Not Etc. 

Eileen McArthur, 47, pleaded guilty 
in Forfar, Scotland, to driving drunk 
behind the wheel of her car twice in 
the space of three weeks, including 
once driving while almost five times 
the legal limit. McArthur is a former 
senior planning officer for Angus 
Council’s Focus on Alcohol, where she 
spearheaded initiatives against alcohol 
abuse. (BBC News) 
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Lose yourself in the beautiful, 
passionate story of 

THE FLOWER EATER. 

lttenbv new Vermont author M. LaRo® 
Available in soft cover or e-book. 

Learn more or purchase at 

th eflowereater.com 



SEVEN DAYS 
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Introducing: 
Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 


Women women 
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WHIMSICAL ARTIST SEEKING SAME 

CONNECTIONS 

GENUINELY GENUINE 




LIVIN' JUST TO FIND EMOTION 

mo. JustASmallTownGirl86, 27, Cl 
ADVENTUROUS. RELAXED. PASSIONATE 

and blunt. Scorpio53. 53. Q 
NEVER A DULL MOMENT 


WoMEN WEN 

FUN. OUTGOING ADVENTUROUS 


NON-PRETENTIOUS COUNTRY HIPSTER 

ramust.jillS6B.27.CI 




(MJRioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It’s free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


ENLIGHTENED GROWN-UP FOR 
RELATIONSHIP 

try to say what I mean, mean what I say. 

LETTING MY LITTLE GIRL SHOW 

FAITHFUL, HONEST. TRUSTING. HARD 
WORKER 

HAPPY. FUN AND READY! 


WANNA GO ON AN ADVENTURE? 

MEN , WoMEN 

FUN. ACTIVE. OPEN-MINDED. ATHLETIC 


SEEKING A MORE INTERNATIONAL 
LIFESTYLE? 

CARPE DIEM 


ENJOY LIFE. WANT TO SHARE 

THE GUY THATD SAY HI 

scene I like to be In (bar. club) so I'm 


HI THERE! 


FRIENDS FIRST? 



A GALAXY FAR FAR AWAY 

Yeah, I love my life. I am absolutely intoxicated by the bliss and 
awareness that is all around me ... sound crazy? No way! I am 
looking for a woman who has her own spiritual intoxication 
with life, and wants to sustain it and go deeper into with me. I 
am a chiropractic student living in LA. I lived in Vermont for 8 
years and plan on practicing in Vermont. The right woman who 
loves Vermont and can survive the winter there is a "must have." 
Distance!?... Such things only perturb the uncreative. I look 
forward to hearing from you. Nataraja. 34. Men seeking Women. 

I couldn't live without: N/A... I am a trooper... 


IN LOVE WITH LIFE 

around much of the world. I tend to 


CABER. HAGGIS. FUN 

COUNTRY. HARDWORKING. NICE BOY 


OUTDOORSY ADVENTURE SEEKER, 
SEEKING 

HEADING IN MY DIRECTION? 



SEVEN DAYS t 

HOOKERS 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


women 


HELLO ALL PEOPLE OF EARTH 




looking for an NSA FWB. Must be 
and d&d free. Ideally this would be 

SEXY IN THE SHEETS 


get to join. NO DRAMA seriously! 



SOMEONE TO PLAY WITH 

NSA ADVENTURE SEEKER 


SEXY SPORT 


MEN 


LIVE IN THE MOMENT 


SINES 


KISS, PLAY. TOUCH 

and a smoke, exaltedame. 27. O 
LOOKING FOR LADY PLAYMATE 




SEEKING CAREER WOMAN. NSA 
ROUTINE SEX 


JUST HERE FOR FUN 

LOGIC DICTATES 

FUN TIMES ABOUND 

GIRLY NIGHT OUT 

LOOKING FOR NO STRINGS ATTACHED 

LOOKING FOR FUN 

FOOT AND SHOE FETISH DUDE 

where it goes. VTFOOTLOVA 43. □ 


IN LOVE AND LUST 

SENSUAL LADY 

ELEGANT COUPLE SEEKS LOVELY LADY 

MWC SEEKS A GENTLEMAN LOVER 

LOVING COUPLE SEEKS SEXY LADY 

COUPLE 4 YOU 

Ages 25-49. NS, ND. She likes to have 

discreet encounters. Coup!e4You. 40. Cl 
LETS PLAY! 

RELAXATION. FLIRTATION AND 
ADVENTURE! 


bicurious, he is straight Lets see if 


4jo(A wiAe. couwAeGo'i in 
^Hove, (Wtani&jje 

ASK 

ATHENA 



If you missed our explanation in last week's issue, it was 
that, after many years dispensing advice to Seven Days 
readers, Mistress Maeve has moved on. She's sad to leave 
us, and you, behind, but she's making her way up the 
career ladder. It would not surprise us to someday find her 
advising, say, the president of the United States. Or, for that 
matter, being the POTUS. 

But not to worry, all you lovelorn, relationship- 
challenged and sexually curious dears, we’ve found another 
wise woman to assume the adviser's mantle. Here's how 
she asked us to introduce her: 

Hello! My name is Athena. I am a third-generation 
matchmaker, vagabond, love goddess and sexplorer, and I 
am here for you. 

Got a question you can't spill even to your closest friend? 
Got carnal queries or insecurities? What's got you wild, mad, 
sad or utterly perplexed? Go ahead — just ask Athena. 

And here is Athena's very first column for you. You 
can send your own question to her at askathena@ 
sevendaysvt.com. 

I've been single for nearly three years and I'm really ready 
for a relationship, but it’s hard to meet people. I feel self- 
conscious about meeting someone on an online site but 
kinda feel like it’s my last hope. I've tried going out to bars 
and clubs on the weekend and it's getting old. I've tried 
everything. Am I totally desperate and uncool? 



embarrassed.com 



I get it. I am a longtime romantic. While the idea of meeting 
the love of your life in a cafe or museum might be more 
appealing, times have changed, and we need to change with 
them. We work, shop, play, pay our taxes and plan trips on 
computers: why not meet our next partner there, too? I think 
we can agree that most people are searching for a special 
someone. Whafs wrong with being proactive about it? 

Look, itsa lot of work trollingthe bars every weekend: 
getting dolled up, spending money on drinks, politely 
navigating a bunch of lechers, all while pretending you 
aren't looking. Why not explore other options from the 
comfort of your home, in your PJs? 

Whether or not you try online dating shift your focus 
back to yourself and what you want from life in addition to 
love. Ifs easy to think another person will complete or even 
flk" us, but when we get involved with someone, we can 
lose sight of things that matter to us. Maybe you've always 
wanted to learn to sail, or meditate, or take a pottery class. 
Use the time you have now to develop yourself. When you 
start to court — and value — yourself, others wil I want in. 




"HAVE A NICE NIGHT 

When: Friday, January 31. 2014. Where: City 
Market. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911969 

RUGGEDVT SPOTTED 

Where: online. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4911968 
HEY. TIGER! RAWR! 


GIRL IN MULTICOLORED STRIPED VEST 

With the smooth moves at the Kat Wright show. 

Radio Bean. You: Woman. Me: Woman. 4911966 
DODGE AVENGER IN ESSEX 

DO I WANT TO KNOW 


isPb 


■ I W Mv Ifyou'vebeen 
spied, go online 
^ to contact your 

admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


CITY MARKET SALAD BAR 

LEARN TO SKI 

Notch. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911959 
TALL BRUNETTE AT CITY MARKET 

City Market. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911958 
GREEN-PEPPERMINT TEA 

restuarant. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4911957 
FROM ONE SPY TO ANOTHER 

Needs. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911956 


BLONDE ATTHE COFFEEHOUSE 

could be mistaken but If not. When: Saturday, 
January 25. 2014. Where: the Block Gallery and 
Coffeehouse. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911954 


HUGGABLE SKI INSTRUCTOR AT SMUGGS 

Smugglers' Notch. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4911953 
TATTOOED WAITER AT SUKHO THAI 


FRIENDLY BRUNETTE AT THE EDGE 

South Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911950 
CUTE BRUNETTE/REDHEAD AT 0AK45 

Me: with my friends by a table. Black guy. olive 

Oak45. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911949 
'BUSTING UP THE PLACE' 


Outlets. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4911952 
BURLINGTON SQUARE MALL. 1/25/14 

Square Mall. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4911951 


Wllliston. You: W 


in. 4911948 


HEY... HEY YOU 

can express ©. P.S: 1/19/2014=1 year together. 

Colchester. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911947 


Where: Roxy. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911946 
HANNAFORDS ESSEX 1/21 

1/21 at 4:30 p.m. You: petite girl with maroon 

Hannaford. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4911944 



call or check out our website today! 


at CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE 


Unique 


ue with nea 
& outdoor i 


CONFERENCE & 
EVENT CENTER 


THE PERFECT SPOT 
FOR ANY EVENT! 

Conferences, Meetings 
Trainings, Summer 
Camps, and Group 
Summer Lodging... 


E-Cigs 


[Pipes 


[-Liquids 


E-Hookas 


\APES 





SAVE AN EXTRA 5% 

IF YOU PURCHASE YOUR y 
MEMBERSHIP BY FEB 15TH _ ' 


CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 
CALL OR EMAIL FOR MORE DETAILS. 


* SPORTS&FITNESS 
1 PHYSICAL THERAPY 
'KIDS&FITNESS 


EDGEUT.COM (802] 860-EDGE [3343) INFO@EDGEVT.COM 


GREAT FAMILY PLANS I GROUP CLASSES I TENNIS COURTS 1 LOTS OF KIDS ACTIVITIES! 




THE WEEKEND 
WELLNESS FAIR 


THE LEARNING CENTER AT HEALTHY LIVING 



IT’S 

FREE! 


WHEN Saturday February 8 ,h and Sunday February 9 th 

WHERE Healthy Living Wellness Department and Learning Center 

WHO You, our staff, and a group of our community's best practitioners 

WHY We all owe it to ourselves! Taking the best care of our body, learning 
new ways to nurture our families, and spending part of a chilly 
Vermont weekend with a bunch of kindred spirits... it's a great way to 
kick of 2014! Check www.healthylivingmarket.com for ail the details. 


MS 


Market and Cafe 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON 802.863.2569 • HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 


